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DEAR DELEGATES,	 
The Chair would like to extend a warm welcome to all delegates joining the 
International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) committee at the First 
Edition of the Prepa Anáhuac Puebla Model of the United Nations, PAPMUN. We 
are honored to guide you through this committee as we engage in critical 
discussions on global security and law enforcement cooperation. 
 
As members of the Chair, our primary responsibility is to ensure that debates 
are both productive and impactful. We aim to foster an environment where 
delegates can openly exchange ideas, collaborate on innovative solutions, 
and develop comprehensive strategies to address the complex challenges 
faced by the international community. INTERPOL’s mission is to enable police 
forces around the world to work together in fighting transnational crime, 
terrorism, human trafficking, cybercrime, and other global threats. By 
promoting collaboration between member states, INTERPOL plays a vital role 
in safeguarding global security and promoting peace. 
 
The values upheld by INTERPOL focus on impartiality, integrity, and respect for 
human rights. As delegates, we encourage you to embody these values 
throughout the conference. Maintaining a professional and respectful 
atmosphere during debates will contribute to meaningful resolutions that 
reflect the cooperative spirit of INTERPOL. Together, we can develop innovative 
policies and strategies that enhance international security efforts. 
 
We are thrilled to welcome you to PAPMUN and look forward to witnessing your 
dedication, diplomacy, and determination in addressing the pressing issues 
facing global law enforcement. See you soon for an insightful and engaging 
committee session! 

Sincerely,   

  

PABLO PROAL CAMACHO 

President of the committee 
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INTRODUCTION TO COMMITTEE 
The Internation Criminal Police Organization, also referred to as INTERPOL, is 
known to be one of the largest international organizations with the aim of 
supporting crime fighting police cooperations worldwide. Being established on 
September 7, 1923, in Vienna, Austria, it was originally given the name of 
International Criminal Police Commission (ICPC). The organization was 
created to help police officials handle international crimes that were 
becoming more and more difficult for traditional methods to control and 
manage. Since the beginning of INTERPOL’s history, its sole purpose has been 
to “provide mutual assistance between police in different countries” (INTERPOL, 
2022). This aim has enabled the organization to accomplish stronger 
international cooperation, meaning that police forces from various countries 
can now work together more effectively. 
 
The history of INTERPOL traces back 110 years. It starts with a private meeting 
that was held back in April 1914 in Monaco. There, Dr. Johannes Schober along 
with the representatives of 20 other countries discussed the critical need for 
and importance of a way for police officers to be able to communicate as well 
as help each other beyond their borders. This private meeting marked the 
official birth of ICPC. Austria, Germany, Hungary, Sweden, and Switzerland were 
the main countries that played a vital part in the discussion and making of 
INTERPOL. They understood and cooperated with the need to help each other 
fight worldwide crime. These organizational meetings led to INTERPOL’s 
mission, which is focused on helping police officials to work together to result 
in a safer planet. 
 
The organization’s primary role was to allow and facilitate the exchange of 
different information and criminal records among international police forces. 
This later allowed police enforcement authorities worldwide to track criminals 
who attempted to flee the country and cross to another to avoid justice or 
punishment. The original headquarters in Vienna, Austria became the main 
and central location where the international police from around the world 
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could connect and share their issues and data, despite there are several 
differences and challenges. 
 
The need and role that INTERPOL played in the world expanded and grew larger 
as different and new forms of crime began to emerge. In the 1950s, the 
organization's influence had increased significantly, therefore the organization 
and along with its representatives decided to change its official name to 
INTERPOL from ICPC. The change of the organization’s name allowed it to 
become globally recognized and to create more of an international impact. 
This change was viewed as something capable of reaching legal peace and 
helping the universal fight against crime.   
 
One of the most important things of INTERPOL is that it is very neutral as well 
as an independent organization. Meaning that INTERPOL is not controlled and 
does not operate under any other countries command, and it doesn’t make 
its own investigations or its own arrests. Instead, INTERPOL depends solely on 
its membered counties to catch criminals in their own country with their own 
legal rules and laws. Due to INTERPOL being quite a neutral corporation, it 
allows its role in the world to be very trustworthy and helpful to other countries 
to share information and work together.  Even if they do not have formal 
relations or any other way to communicate. 
 
INTERPOL has a total of 196 member countries, making it one of the world's 
largest international organizations. Its headquarters, called General 
Secretariat, is located in Lyon, France which serves as the main center for 
communication and data analysis. Through the General Secretariat, INTERPOL 
offers very important services, like a secure communication network given the 
name of I-24/7. This network allows the member countries to share important 
information in real time. This network is essential for coordinating responses to 
urgent events like terrorist attacks or natural disasters that need immediate 
international help.  
 
In the first couple of years of the organization, ICPC had limited resources to 
impact the world in the way that it required, although with time they were able 
to do so. INTERPOL is currently known for being one of the few organizations 
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that support and connect police forces worldwide. It is the only organization 
with authority and resources to share and spread police information globally. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 
In today's world, the intersection of black-market activities and terrorism 
stands out as one of the most pressing challenges to international security. 
This intricate and evolving relationship poses a threat to regional stability, fuels 
violent extremism, and undermines the rule of law globally.  
Terrorist groups incite individuals, often young people, to leave their 
communities across the world and travel to conflict zones, primarily in Iraq and 
Syria and increasingly in Libya. The way recruits are targeted and radicalized 
has shifted, with a greater focus on social media and other digital channels. 
Biometric data is of increasing importance in identifying foreign terrorist 
fighters and preventing them from crossing borders, while we also promote 
the exchange of battlefield data between the military and police. 
Through INTERPOL, the world’s police can share intelligence and alerts on 
transnational terrorist networks, to better understand their methods, motives 
and financing and ultimately, to identify and arrest suspects. 
 
Criminal networks and terrorist organizations, motivated by both profit and 
ideology, have become increasingly skilled at taking advantage of weak 
governance, porous borders, and deficiencies in international law 
enforcement. They operate in concert, with terrorist groups depending on the 
financial support from illegal trades, while criminal syndicates employ violence 
and terror to broaden their illicit operations. The black market includes a vast 
array of illegal activities, such as drug trafficking, arms dealing, human 
smuggling, and the illegal trade of wildlife, oil, and stolen goods. These 
underground markets supply terrorists with crucial resources needed to 
finance their operations, acquire weapons, recruit fighters, and execute deadly 
attacks. Groups like ISIS, al-Qaeda, and Boko Haram have long depended on 
the black market for revenue, often engaging in drug production and 
smuggling, arms trafficking, and extortion. For instance, the Taliban's 
dominance over Afghanistan's opium trade and ISIS's exploitation of oil 
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resources in Syria and Iraq have been essential for their financial sustainability. 
This perilous connection between illicit trade and terrorism not only 
destabilizes individual countries but also has significant repercussions for 
international peace and security. The movement of weapons and illegal 
resources across borders, aided by transnational criminal networks, 
complicates efforts by governments and international agencies to monitor 
and dismantle these operations. 
 
Terrorist organizations frequently rely on the profits from illegal trade to 
advance their violent goals, which include recruiting new members, financing 
attacks, and promoting their ideologies worldwide. The international 
community has acknowledged the necessity for a unified, multi-dimensional 
strategy to tackle this interconnected threat. INTERPOL, being the largest 
international police organization, has taken a leading role in global efforts to 
dismantle the criminal networks that fuel both the black market and terrorism. 
INTERPOL’s distinctive ability to coordinate law enforcement across borders, 
facilitate intelligence sharing, and assist member countries in fighting 
transnational crime is crucial for severing the ties between these two issues.  
 
The connection between black market activities and terrorism poses a 
complex challenge that demands not only improved law enforcement but also 
enhanced international collaboration, innovative policies, and community 
involvement. INTERPOL’s contribution to this battle is essential, as it aims to 
bolster global security by integrating intelligence on cross-border criminal 
activities, preventing terrorist financing, and coordinating joint operations. 
Combating the illegal trade of arms, illegal substances, and human trafficking 
necessitates cooperation among national governments, law enforcement 
agencies, international organizations, and local communities, all of which play 
vital roles in dismantling these global networks. 
 
This topic highlights the pressing need to address the interdependent 
relationship between the black market and terrorism, illustrating how they 
perpetuate cycles of violence, exploitation, and instability. It also emphasizes 
the critical importance of international collaboration and organizations like 
INTERPOL in countering these threats. The global community must continuously 
adapt its strategies and responses to keep pace with the evolving tactics of 
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terrorist groups and criminal syndicates. Only through coordinated and 
sustained efforts can we hope to make significant progress. 
 
Only through coordinated, sustained efforts can the nexus between black 
markets and terrorism be disrupted, leading to a safer, more secure world for 
all nations. As we delve into the key regions and actors involved, it becomes 
clear that addressing this issue requires a united front and a comprehensive, 
multi-disciplinary approach. 
 
 

HISTORY OF THE PROBLEM 
The black market is, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, “the illegal trading 
of goods that are not allowed to be bought and sold, or that there are not 
enough of for everyone who wants them." This market is not limited to illicit 
goods like arms and illegal substances but also includes illegal services such 
as human trafficking, counterfeit production, and other black-market trades. 
Developing countries, in particular, are often among the most affected by 
black market activity. Due to various socio-economic challenges, these 
countries face significant obstacles in regulating supply and demand through 
legitimate markets. In many developing economies, there is a pervasive 
distrust in the ability of the free market to meet these needs, frequently 
because government and economic systems are weaker or subject to 
corruption. In addition, governments in these regions usually impose heavy 
foreign sector regulations in their attempts to control national resources, 
unintentionally pushing trade into illegal channels when formal markets 
cannot accommodate demand. This reality makes the black market a more 
viable, or even essential, option for those unable to access necessary goods 
and services through legal means.  
Illegal trade significantly exacerbates poverty and unemployment in 
developing nations by undermining legitimate businesses, depriving 
governments of tax revenue that could be used for social programs, distorting 
local economies, and creating unstable employment opportunities often 
linked to criminal networks, ultimately hindering economic growth and 
development opportunities for the poorest populations. For instance, activities 
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like counterfeit goods undermine legitimate businesses in developing 
countries, leading to job losses and reduced income for manufacturers and 
workers. Also, while drug trafficking creates temporary employment 
opportunities in drug production and distribution, drug trade often fuels 
violence and instability, deterring investment and economic growth. 
The informal economy, also known as the underground economy or the black 
market, makes up a significant portion of the overall economy. It is estimated 
to be as much as 36 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) of 
developing nations and 13 percent of developed countries' GDP. 
The black market has several key characteristics: it is illegal, operates 
anonymously, and is shrouded in secrecy. Transactions often use cash, similar 
to informal networks like hawala or cryptocurrencies. It is interconnected 
across borders, taking advantage of weak law enforcement in certain areas. 
Additionally, the black market is often linked to crime and terrorist groups. For 
some, it is a logical market reaction to unmet demand; for others, it represents 
a wave of disruptive change that could undermine stability and prosperity. 
However, its existence has played a major role in economies and societies over 
the ages. The black market is one of the oldest forms of trade in history, when 
early civilizations dealt with each other outside centralized systems. Since 
there were few laws regulating trade, barter was developed freely, and 
informal economies emerged parallel to the official market. 
During the Middle Ages, black markets became more organized as traders set 
up illegitimate booths at town marketplaces as per local laws. This trend 
prompted authorities to crack down on such black markets, setting the stage 
for a long-term cat-and-mouse game between regulators and black-market 
operators. 
 
When cities began to grow larger, in the 18th — 19th Century, it became 
necessary for black market operations to evolve into organized crime, with 
groups of criminals essentially taking command over certain parts of an urban 
area; in effect commonplaces, contingency held at ransom. They demanded 
from businesses protection fees on pain that violence will ensue should their 
demands remain unsatisfied. Contraband became rampant, and black-
market networks grew well-connected in the local (and international) 
economy. In America, Prohibition opened up in the 20th century, such a 
booming market for illegal alcohol that mob bosses like Al Capone or Lucky 
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Luciano created vast criminal empires on bootlegging. It was during this time 
that black-market economies became synonymous with organized crime. 
Today, the black market operates on a global scale, dealing in everything from 
illegal substances and weapons to counterfeit goods and human trafficking. 
This underground economy flourishes in regions with weak governance or 
struggling economies, although its reach extends worldwide. Often, the 
financial gains from black-market activities are funneled into more organized 
forms of crime, creating a dangerous link to terrorism. Terrorist groups 
frequently rely on black-market revenues to fund their operations, using 
proceeds from illegal trade to acquire weapons, finance recruitment, and 
sustain covert activities. This interdependence reveals how black-market 
profits not only enable but also intensify the capacity for terror-driven violence, 
as organizations leverage these funds to create public fear and further 
ideological agendas through acts like bombings, shootings, and even 
cyberattacks. 
 
Terrorism has been around for centuries, but some major attacks over the 
years have been: 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1972 

West Germany: In the 1972 Munich Olympics, Palestinian group Black 
September took eleven Israeli athletes’ hostage, demanding prisoner releases. 
A failed German rescue attempt led to all hostages and a policeman being 
killed. Three surviving terrorists were later freed, prompting Israel’s Operation 
Wrath of God to retaliate. 

DECEMBER 17, 1983 

UK: The 1983 Harrods bombing was a Provisional IRA car bomb attack in London 
that killed three police officers and three civilians, injuring 90 others. Despite a 
prior warning, the area wasn’t evacuated. The IRA claimed the attack wasn’t 
authorized, though it was part of their ongoing “economic war” to pressure the 
British government to leave Northern Ireland. 

MARCH 20, 1995 

JAPAN: The Tokyo subway sarin attack on March 20, 1995, by the Aum Shinrikyo 
cult, involved releasing nerve gas on subway lines, killing 12 people and injuring 
over 1,000. The attack aimed to destabilize the government and install cult 
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leader Shoko Asahara as Japan's “emperor.” Aum lost its religious status but 
continues to exist, having officially renounced violence. 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

US: On September 11, 2001, 19 al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked four planes, crashing 
two into the World Trade Center towers, causing their collapse, and a third into 
the Pentagon. Passengers on the fourth plane, Flight 93, fought back, leading 
it to crash in Pennsylvania. The attacks killed 2,977 people, including 2,753 in 
New York, 184 at the Pentagon, and 40 on Flight 93. 

JULY 7, 2005 

England: The 7/7 London bombings on July 7, 2005, were coordinated suicide 
attacks by four Islamist extremists targeting London’s public transport during 
rush hour. Three bombs exploded on Underground trains and a fourth on a 
bus, killing 52 civilians and injuring over 700. This was the UK’s worst terrorist 
attack since 1988 and its first Islamist suicide attack. The victims were from 
diverse backgrounds, mostly London residents. 

APRIL 15, 2013 

US: The Boston Marathon bombing in April 2013 involved two pressure cooker 
bombs detonated near the marathon’s finish line, killing three civilians and 
injuring 264. Suspects, Chechen brothers Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 
were identified by the FBI and engaged in a shootout with police, killing an 
officer. Tamerlan died during the escape, and Dzhokhar later stated they were 
motivated by extremist beliefs and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The link between terrorism and the black market has strengthened in recent 
years, with organized crime becoming a significant financial backbone for 
many terrorist organizations. Unlike traditional criminal enterprises that 
primarily seek monetary gain, terrorist groups are motivated by ideological 
goals, aiming to spread fear and destabilize governments to further their 
political or religious objectives. However, the overlap between these two 
entities has grown considerably, as both parties benefit from a symbiotic 
relationship: terrorists gain funds and logistical support from criminal 
networks, while organized crime groups receive protection, secure territories, 
and access to covert infrastructure. 
One of the most prevalent connections between terrorism and the black 
market lies in drug trafficking. In regions like Southeast Anatolia and Western 
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Europe, terrorist organizations such as the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) have 
used the narcotics trade as a primary source of revenue. The PKK, for example, 
has established strong ties within the drug smuggling networks, taxing and 
protecting drug traffickers who operate in their controlled regions. This control 
extends even to street-level sales, where terrorist groups have infiltrated local 
markets, employing political refugees and clandestine operatives to manage 
distribution channels and expand their influence. By controlling the flow of 
heroin and other narcotics across borders, these groups secure a steady flow 
of income to fund their activities, from recruitment and training to the 
procurement of weapons and other essential resources. 
The black market’s flexibility allows terrorists to use various methods to 
conceal and transfer illicit profits. Like organized crime groups, terrorist 
networks rely on tactics such as bulk cash smuggling, fraudulent 
documentation, and informal financial systems like hawala to avoid detection 
by authorities. By exploiting these channels, terrorist groups can move money 
across borders with minimal risk, ensuring that funds remain available for 
financing attacks and sustaining their networks. This blend of traditional 
smuggling and sophisticated financial evasion tactics further demonstrates 
the effectiveness of the black market as a funding source for terrorism. 
The relationship extends beyond narcotics to include the smuggling of arms, 
counterfeit goods, and even human trafficking, all of which further empower 
terrorist organizations by diversifying their revenue streams and expanding 
their influence. Arms trafficking, in particular, provides terrorist groups with 
weapons and ammunition, allowing them to equip their forces and maintain 
control over territories. In some cases, terrorists have formed alliances with 
organized crime networks that control arms smuggling routes, trading 
protection and strategic assets for a share in the profits. 
The black market's role in fueling terrorism is especially evident in unstable 
regions where governance is weak, and law enforcement capabilities are 
limited. In these areas, terrorist groups can operate with minimal interference, 
often becoming dominant economic and political forces that challenge the 
state’s authority. Their presence undermines the rule of law, destabilizes local 
economies, and perpetuates cycles of poverty and violence, making recovery 
and development even more challenging for affected communities. For 
example, in regions like the Balkans and Colombia, where criminal and terrorist 
groups have historically intersected, the lines between organized crime and 
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terrorism are often blurred, with both parties sharing resources, strategies, and 
operational goals. 
As governments increase pressure on traditional state sponsors of terrorism, 
terrorist groups have become even more reliant on black-market activities. 
With state funding drying up and international scrutiny intensifying, groups are 
finding it easier to justify their participation in illicit trade to their members, 
often framing it as a necessary means to an end. This growing acceptance 
within terrorist circles of black-market involvement marks a shift in strategy, 
where ideological purity is increasingly sacrificed for financial survival and 
operational sustainability. 
The globalized nature of the black market also facilitates terrorism by 
providing a wide-reaching network that operates beyond borders, 
transcending traditional law enforcement jurisdictions. This has allowed 
terrorist organizations to form transnational alliances with criminal groups, 
creating a global black-market ecosystem that fuels conflict, perpetuates 
instability, and poses a significant challenge to international security. Terrorist 
organizations are increasingly integrated into these networks, leveraging 
black-market revenues to extend their reach, recruit operatives, and execute 
attacks that threaten peace and stability worldwide. 
 
 

THE ROLE OF THE BLACK MARKET IN FINANCING 
TERRORISM 
The black market is useful in funding terrorist activities as it forms a large 
informal network that helps in raising funds, weapons, and resources with 
minimal or no detection. In the global security context, particularly in the 
regions affected by the Syria-Iraq conflict, the interrelation between terrorism 
and organized crime only increases the level of difficulty in combating these 
threats. For instance, the groups of ISIL, Al-Qa’ida and other similar groups 
depend on black market operations to support their activities, recruit new 
members and create their sphere of influence. 
Black market financing, in one way or the other, is obtained through narco-
terrorism. Terrorist organizations and drug trafficking groups have established 
a good relationship, where illegal substances are the major source of funding 
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and a crucial asset. Terrorist groups get funding and logistical support from 
traffickers, while the latter obtain military skills and covert networks from the 
former. The ways include the use of informal financial systems such as hawala 
for moving around illegal earnings, smuggling of bulk cash and laundering of 
money through fake companies to facilitate the flow of income. 
The arms trade is another black-market operation that terrorists depend on. 
Illicit arms trafficking provides the weapons that mite violence and threaten 
the stability of the region, criminal networks that operate in the transportation 
of arms to the Middle East, South Asia and some parts of Africa meet the needs 
of terrorist organizations and other criminal groups in terms of arms. These 
networks, which are able to move funds and goods through weakly regulated 
financial systems and poor border control, are particularly useful. 
The consequences of black-market financing include destabilizing legitimate 
financial systems, perpetuating conflicts, and facilitating the global spread of 
illegal activities. To effectively disrupt these channels, strong counter-terrorism 
financing (CTF) frameworks and international cooperation are essential. 
However, differing national capabilities and legal frameworks pose ongoing 
challenges in tackling the black market's role in supporting terrorism. 
 
 

TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS UTILIZING BLACK MARKETS 
Many terrorist organizations worldwide have utilized the black market to 
finance their operations, here are some case studies of this utilization: 
ISIL (Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant): 
The most prominent example of a terrorist organization that has been highly 
active in black market trade is ISIL. At the height of its territorial occupation, ISIL 
relied on black markets to sell stolen oil, antiquities, and human trafficking 
victims. International reports estimate that oil smuggling alone generated 
millions of dollars monthly for ISIL. It used this money to recruit fighters, buy 
weapons, and fund propaganda around the world. 

AL-QA'IDA AND ITS ASSOCIATES: 

Al-Qa'ida and its associates, including Jabhat al-Nusra, have resorted to black 
market operations to survive. This includes drug trafficking in Afghanistan, 
where they exploit the high-value opium trade to fund terrorist training camps 
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and activities. Furthermore, black market banking networks and money 
laundering operations have enabled them to make transfers that avoid any 
form of formal regulatory scrutiny. 

HEZBOLLAH:  

Hezbollah, a primarily Middle East-based organization, has participated in 
black markets of drug trafficking, counterfeit goods, and illegal arms trade. Its 
presence in Latin America's Tri-Border Area (Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay) 
shows how the group takes advantage of the profit generated from cocaine 
trafficking to sustain its activities. 

FARC (REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES OF COLOMBIA): 

While traditionally seen as a guerrilla group, FARC has operated at the nexus 
of terrorism and organized crime, using the black market for cocaine 
production to a large extent. 
 

IMPLICATIONS FOR GLOBAL SECURITY  
Terrorism and the black market together have a significant impact on global 
safety. These issues are not just isolated events; they affect many important 
areas like financial systems, people's rights, and the economy. As the world 
becomes more connected, the effects of these crimes stretch even further.  

THREATS TO FINANCIAL SYSTEMS 

Money Laundering: destabilizes financial systems by facilitating the 
accumulation of illicit wealth, which precipitates banking crises, 
ineffectiveness in revenue collection, and economic distortions. “Hot money” 
inflows and outflows contribute to market volatility, further threatening 
national and global stability. 
Terrorist Financing: This involves the funding of terrorist activities, which poses 
a significant threat to the stability of financial systems. Resources used for 
these purposes divert funds from legitimate and constructive activities. Many 
terrorist organizations rely on informal methods, like hawala—the traditional 
money transfer system used in some cultures—to move money around 
without going through official banks. This makes it harder to track and stop 
these activities. 
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The Role of Anti-Money Laundering Policies: an effective AML/CFT framework 
plays a critical role in maintaining financial integrity. Regional institutions, such 
as the IMF, have implemented AML/CFT policies in their respective strategies, 
addressing the denial of access to financial resources by terrorists and 
maintaining systemic stability among member countries. 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

Effects of Terrorist Attacks: these deny basic rights of individuals and societies. 
Victims, including women, children, and minorities, often suffer from long-term 
physical and psychological trauma, while entire societies are plagued by fear 
and deprivation of liberty. In addition, such attacks disrupt the efforts of 
governments to attain social and economic progress and aggravate human 
rights violations. 

ECONOMIC INSTABILITY 

Impact on Trade and Investment: Terrorism destroys economic confidence. 
When this happens, both trade and investments tend to drop because 
businesses feel uncertain about the future, this worry makes it hard for the 
economy to grow steadily.  
Globalization's Role: In our connected world, where countries depend on each 
other more than ever, the risks related to terrorism and illegal activities can 
increase. Globalization can make it easier for criminals to operate across 
borders, as it lowers the costs of their activities. This means that it’s often 
simpler for groups to form connections and support terrorism internationally. 
 
 

CURRENT SITUATION 
The "black market" makes reference to the illegal drug trade, the traffic in guns, 
and the trade in counterfeit goods. Since these illegal trade networks 
frequently serve as a source of funding for terrorist organizations, their 
existence is harmful to global stability. By using these tactics, terrorist 
organizations are able create fear, collect weapons, and gain an immense 
amount of assets, which makes the world unstable and insecure. 
Terrorist groups try to generate income for their operations by engaging in 
black market activities. The production and distribution of illegal substances 
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like heroin and amphetamines has made drug trafficking a multibillion-dollar 
industry for terrorist organizations. Smuggling gold has become a major 
business for several organizations. To take control, they exploit artisanal 
mining in African nations by employing violence and forced labor. 
There have been cases where states are suspected of supporting illicit market 
networks for political reasons, according to reports. For example, it is believed 
that Russia and North Korea have connections to organized crime groups for 
the purpose of smuggling goods, committing cyber and financial crimes, and 
that Iran has hired criminals to kill other world leaders and harm other nations. 
All of these companies combine to create a larger picture of terrorism and 
state violence, which further affects global efforts to fight terrorism and ruins 
the trust between countries.  
The development of unauthorized networks has also been significantly aided 
by new forms of technology. Human trafficking, drug trafficking, arms 
trafficking, and many other illegal goods and services are all being traded on 
the dark web. These platforms are used by terrorist organizations to plan and 
carry out attacks without being apprehended. Since using cryptocurrency to 
cross international borders no longer carries such high risks, illicit funding has 
also changed. The development of digital currencies like Bitcoin has 
eliminated all obstacles to terrorism funding because terrorists simply need to 
get past the poor monitoring of financial organizations. 
 
 

UN ACTIONS 
The United Nations (UN) is very important in tackling the black market and its 
links to terrorism. These activities can seriously threaten global security and 
stability. To fight against this issue, the UN has put in place various measures. 
They work on promoting international cooperation, creating laws to address 
these problems, and providing support and resources to help countries 
combat illicit trade and terrorism financing. 

INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Several key resolutions and conventions reflect the UN's commitment to 
tackling the link between the black market and terrorism. The adoption of 
Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) following the September 11 attacks 
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underscored the “close connection” between international terrorism and 
organized crime, including illicit drug trafficking, illegal arms trade, and money 
laundering. This resolution mandates states to suppress terrorist financing and 
strengthen global coordination. 
Similarly, the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized 
Crime (UNTOC) establishes a framework for combating organized crime that 
feeds terrorist organizations. It highlights the necessity of shared efforts in 
disrupting transnational networks and promoting legal cooperation among 
Member States. 

ROLE OF THE UNODC 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has been pivotal in 
addressing the intersection of the black market and terrorism. By enhancing 
the capacity of Member States through technical assistance, the UNODC 
supports legal reforms, intelligence sharing, and the enforcement of anti-
criminal laws. UNODC initiatives focus on strengthening border controls, 
combating money laundering, and curbing the trade of counterfeit goods, 
narcotics, and arms, all of which are used to fund terrorist activities. 
Additionally, the UNODC assists states in implementing strategies such as 
asset freezing, extradition agreements, and the prosecution of individuals 
involved in terrorist-linked illicit trade. Collaborative programs with regional 
organizations have further amplified these efforts by fostering local capacity-
building and targeted interventions. 

COOPERATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

The UN emphasizes the importance of international cooperation in combating 
these threats, highlighting the need for integrated strategies that unite 
intelligence, law enforcement, and financial monitoring systems across 
borders. Efforts to promote mutual legal assistance treaties and harmonized 
counter-terrorism measures demonstrate the organization's proactive 
approach. 
Furthermore, the UN advocates for Member States to ratify and implement 
relevant treaties to counteract transnational organized crime. The High-level 
Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change (2004) stressed the interrelation of 
global security risks, urging collective action to combat terrorism financing 
through illicit trade and ensure no safe havens for criminal entities. 
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TOWARDS A COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE 

The United Nations (UN) believes that tackling issues like terrorism effectively 
requires a mix of prevention and punishment. A key part of their strategy is to 
strengthen the law and improve the ability of countries to respond to threats. 
This includes addressing the reasons why people turn to terrorism, such as 
poor governance and poverty. By tackling these issues, the UN aims to break 
down the systems that allow both terrorism and illegal markets to thrive. In 
summary, the UN's approach to the connection between the black market and 
terrorism involves various methods, focusing on laws, institutions, and 
teamwork. It's essential for countries around the world to work together and 
follow international rules to disrupt the funding and support systems that 
enable terrorism. This cooperation is crucial for maintaining global safety and 
protecting human rights. 
 
 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
Addressing the connection between the black market and terrorism requires 
a comprehensive strategy that looks at both the supply and demand for illegal 
trade, while also focusing on where terrorist funding comes from and 
improving global cooperation. Here are some potential solutions to help tackle 
this complex issue:  

1. STRENGTHENING GLOBAL COOPERATION  

Improving Intelligence Sharing: Create shared databases that all countries 
can access to track illegal networks, arms trafficking, fake products, and 
financial transactions related to terrorism.  
Unified Legal Frameworks: Develop consistent definitions and laws that 
address the intersection of organized crime and terrorism, ensuring countries 
can enforce these laws effectively.  
Collaboration Across Borders: Foster teamwork among countries to conduct 
joint investigations and target international criminal networks. 
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2. BETTER FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT 

Fighting Money Laundering: Use recommendations from organizations like the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to help trace, freeze, and seize money 
obtained from illegal activities.  
Regulating Cryptocurrencies: Set international standards for monitoring 
cryptocurrency transactions, which are often used to secretly fund terrorist 
groups.  
Tracking and Freezing Assets: Implement stronger mechanisms for tracking 
assets by requiring detailed financial reports and real-time monitoring of 
suspicious transactions.  

3. BUILDING NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CAPABILITIES 

Training Law Enforcement: Provide support to law enforcement in under-
resourced areas, focusing on improving skills, forensic capabilities, and 
tracking of illegal activities using technology.  
Enhancing Border Controls: Use advanced technologies like surveillance 
systems and biometric checks to prevent the smuggling of illegal goods and 
catch criminals at border crossings.  
Fighting Corruption: Address corruption in government and law enforcement 
to ensure increased accountability and deter involvement in black market 
activities.  

4. ADDRESSING VULNERABILITY ROOT CAUSES  

Promoting Economic Development: Focus on improving governance, reducing 
poverty, and creating job opportunities in areas where black market activities 
and recruitment by terrorist organizations are common.  
Countering Extremist Ideologies: Develop programs to combat radical ideas 
through education initiatives, community involvement, and efforts aimed at 
helping individuals leave extremist groups.  
Supporting Post-Conflict Regions: Work on rebuilding institutions and restoring 
the rule of law in fragile states where terrorists and criminal groups are 
prevalent.  
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5. UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 

Using Blockchain for Monitoring: Implement blockchain technology to trace the 
origin and journey of goods, preventing illegal items from entering the 
legitimate market.  
Applying AI for Detection: Use artificial intelligence to identify patterns in 
financial transactions and communications that suggest black market 
activities.  
Employing Geospatial Technologies: Use satellite imagery and geographical 
analysis to monitor areas known for illegal trading and locate criminal 
operations.  
Creating false online black-market platforms controlled by international law 
enforcement agencies, baiting traffickers into exposing their networks. These 
“honey pots” would act as a data goldmine, helping authorities map networks, 
identify key players, and disrupt supply chains. 

6. RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS 

Reducing Demand for Illegal Goods: Launch campaigns to inform the public 
about the risks of participating in illegal trade, like purchasing counterfeit 
products or using unlicensed services.  
 

COUNTRIES INVOLVED 
Certain countries have become central to the black market and terrorism 
nexus, either due to their involvement in illicit trade or because they have 
become breeding grounds for terrorist organizations. These nations often lack 
the necessary infrastructure, governance, or international support to combat 
these issues effectively, which makes them vulnerable to both criminal and 
extremist activities. 
AFGHANISTAN:  Afghanistan is a central player in the black market, particularly 
in the opium trade, which has funded the Taliban and other insurgent groups 
for years. Despite international efforts to curb the illegal narcotics industry, 
opium remains one of the country’s most significant exports, and terrorist 
organizations continue to exploit this market for financial gain. 
SYRIA: The ongoing Syrian Civil War has turned the country into a hotspot for 
terrorism and black-market activities. ISIS, al-Qaeda, and other groups have 
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used the country’s chaos to smuggle weapons, narcotics, and oil, while also 
trafficking antiquities to fund their operations. The porous borders and lack of 
government control in many areas have allowed these illicit activities to thrive. 
LIBYA: After the fall of Muammar Gaddafi in 2011, Libya became a hub for arms 
smuggling and human trafficking. Various militias, including those with 
extremist ties, have used the country’s unstable political climate to control key 
trade routes for smuggling arms, narcotics, and people across North Africa 
and into Europe. 
PAKISTAN: Pakistan’s role in the black market and terrorism is complex. The 
country has been accused of supporting groups like the Taliban and Lashkar-
e-Taiba, which use illicit trade to finance their activities. Additionally, Pakistan’s 
porous borders with Afghanistan have allowed drug and arms smuggling to 
flourish, fueling further instability in the region. 
NIGERIA: Nigeria’s Boko Haram and its splinter group, ISIS-West Africa, rely 
heavily on the black market to fund their operations. The illegal trade of oil, 
kidnapping for ransom, and arms trafficking are some of the ways these 
groups generate revenue to carry out their violent attacks. 
SOMALIA: Somalia is another key player in the nexus between terrorism and 
the black market. Al-Shabaab, an al-Qaeda-linked militant group, funds its 
operations through the illicit trade of charcoal, arms smuggling, and piracy. 
The group’s control over significant parts of the country has allowed them to 
establish their own illicit trade networks. 
NORTH KOREA: Although not traditionally associated with terrorism in the 
conventional sense, North Korea is deeply involved in black market activities. 
The regime has been implicated in illegal arms dealing, counterfeit currency 
production, and narcotics trafficking, often in defiance of international 
sanctions. These activities fund the regime’s nuclear ambitions and support 
proxy terrorist groups. 
COLOMBIA: Colombia has long been at the center of the global cocaine trade, 
with groups like FARC and the National Liberation Army (ELN) using drug 
trafficking profits to finance their insurgencies. The country has also been a 
transit point for arms and other illegal goods smuggled to other parts of Latin 
America. 
YEMEN: Yemen has become a battleground for terrorism, with groups like al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and ISIS taking advantage of the 
ongoing civil war. These groups use the country’s porous borders and lack of 
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central control to engage in arms smuggling, human trafficking, and other 
illicit activities to fund their operations. 
EGYPT: Egypt has been a site of terrorist activity, particularly from groups such 
as ISIS in the Sinai Peninsula. The black market in Egypt includes arms 
smuggling, human trafficking, and the illegal trade of goods from conflict 
zones, with these activities helping to finance extremist movements in the 
region. 
 
 

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE THE DEBATE 
What specific illegal goods or services are most prevalent in your country’s 
underground trade? 
How has INTERPOL supported your country in addressing illegal trade 
networks? 
What actions has your country taken to improve border security and stop the 
flow of illicit goods? 
How does your country regulate digital currencies to prevent their use in 
underground activities? 
Are there cases in your country where underground trade has funded harmful 
organizations or activities? 
What steps has your country taken to address the root causes of underground 
trade participation? 
How does your country collaborate with neighboring nations or INTERPOL to 
dismantle illicit networks? 
Should INTERPOL create a dedicated team to focus on trade-related activities 
tied to global threats? 
What obstacles does your country face when prosecuting individuals involved 
in illegal trade? 
What initiatives or campaigns has your country launched to discourage 
people from buying illegal goods? 
What is INTERPOL’s primary mission, and how does it facilitate international 
cooperation among law enforcement agencies? 
How has INTERPOL adapted since its founding in 1923 to address evolving forms 
of crime? 
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What are the characteristics of informal trade networks, and how do they 
operate? 
How do informal markets contribute to funding and supporting illicit activities? 
What is the connection between organized crime and groups engaging in acts 
of violence or instability? 
Which regions are most vulnerable to the effects of informal trade networks, 
and why? 
What are the social and economic consequences of unregulated trade on 
nations and communities? 
How do informal markets affect global systems, including commerce and 
individual well-being? 
What initiatives has INTERPOL undertaken to address the impact of illicit trade 
on international security? 
How have United Nations agencies and agreements contributed to mitigating 
the problem? 
What challenges hinder global cooperation in tackling unregulated trade and 
its consequences? 
How can international collaboration and the sharing of information among 
nations be enhanced to address illicit trade? 
What steps can be taken to strengthen oversight and regulation of trade to 
prevent its exploitation for illegal purposes? 
How can technology and innovation play a role in combating the misuse of 
informal trade networks? 
What preventative measures can address the underlying causes that lead to 
the reliance on unregulated trade? 
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