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Calling His Names
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Allah has the Most Beautiful Names.
So call upon Him by them

(AL-A’raf 7:180)

e ltis aninstruction from Allah SWT for us to
call Him by His Names.

o We can effectively call Allah SWT by His
Names when we have understood and
internalised what these Names mean.

e QOurteachers mentioned that there are
levels in which you learn the names of

Allah SWT.
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Levels of learning
Allah’s Names

e Thefirstlevelis pl.u (ta'allum). It is the
process of learning, studying, and
knowing the meanings and translations
of the Names, and what it means when it
comes to the right of Allah SWT. You also
learn what it means for yourself when it
applies to you.

 The second levelis 3l.; (ta'alluq). It means
to be attached to the Name. As we are
attached to Allah SWT, we get ourselves
attached to His Names.

 Aswe learned the Names of Allah SWT,
different Names will manifest for you at
different parts of your life.
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e Learning the Names of Allah SWT is one of
the most effective ways of getting close
to Him and reaching heights in your
spiritual journey to Allah SWT.

e When you find yourself connected or
attached to the Names of Allah SWT, you will
find closeness and comfort with Him through
these Names.

» Thethird levelis ;315 (taqalluq). It means
that you take in the meanings of these
Names into yourself to the level that is
appropriate for a human being.

e Only some of His names can have this. You
take in some of these meanings into
yourself, and it becomes part of your
character (akhlaq).
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e Forexample, to take inthe names Al-Lafif
(The One that is Gentle) and Ar-Ra'uf (The
One Who is Compassionate) means we
ensure gentleness and compassion in our
character.

* There are names of Allah SWT that are
Impossible for human beings to emulate,
such as Al-Kabeer (The Great One),
Al-’Azeem (The Magnificient One) and Al-
Jabbar (The Compeller).

. The fourth levelis 5455 (Tahaqquq). This
means spiritual realisation, where Allah
SWT gives you understanding. In the
spirituality of Islam, He gives you openings
in your heart, in your soul and in yourself.
You become someone who is witnessing the
Names of Allah SWT wherever you go.
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Attributes of Allah

e Thetwo Names - As-Sami and Al-Baseer -
we are learning today are usually pairedin
the Quran, because they have a similar
effect on a human being.

 These two Names are linked to the 20
attributes (sifat) of Allah SWT that are
necessary or compulsory in the right of Allah
SWT.

e The first attribute that we know about Allah
SWT is that He exists. Of the 20 attributes of
Allah SWT, five attributes are negating
attributes, and seven attributes expand
our understanding of Allah's existence.

Let’s learn
these 20
Attributes!
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~ ofAllah SWT '+
Attributes (Sifat) Meaning i

Core Attribute Allah exists 0
2) Qidam Without beginning
3) Baga’ Without end

5 Negating 4) Mukhalafatuhu li’l- He the Exalted being unlike
Attributes hawadith to any of the contigents

-
[

5) Qiyamuhu bi-nafsihi Self-Sufficiency

2
expands our
Understanding ey
of Allah Knowledge
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+ Attributes (Sifat) Meaning -

11) Sama’ Hearing
7 Attributes that
expands our '
Understanding 1) ZEEETs Sight
of Allah
13) Kalamun Speech

14) Qadiran Being Powerful

Being Willing

7 Main 16) ‘Aliman Being Knowing
Attributes,

where Allah’s 99
Names come
from

Being Alive

Being Hearing

Being Seeing

Being Speaking
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Allah’s Existence

e Allah exists, but how does Allah exist? Do we
know how He does not exist? What do we
understand about His existence?

e There's no how to Allah, but we do know that
He is alive. He is the creator of life, so He has
to be alive.

e Thisgoesintoour _lic |JsDalilagli
(rational, logical, or intellectual proof),

meaning the mind can reach these realities
without text (Quran and Hadith).

e There are things in our belief where the mind
can bring you there, and that is necessary so
that people can recognise the truth without
being told. They can use their own minds and
come to their own realisation of the truth.

aaplus



asmaulhusna Timestamp: 15:54

[t makes complete logical sense that the
Creator of the Heavens and the Earth must
have these seven attributes - He has to be
alive; He has to be all-powerful; He wills for
things to happen; and He has all knowledge of
everything.

e In Hisrelationship with His creation, there
are three attributes that we see - He is All-
Seeing, He is All-Hearing, and He
communicates with us, to tell us the entire
grand scheme of this whole existence.

e The scholars would call this al-yaqiniyat al-
kubra (The Greatest Certainty). Allah
created all of us in this dunya to prepare for
the Akhirah. i
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Allah is Unlike Us

e What is the difference between the attributes
of Allah SWT and the Names of Allah SWT?

o We know that there are 99 Names and 20
attributes of Allah SWT. The attributes form
our understanding of Allah SWT; they form
the core, while the Names of Allah SWT
branch out from this core.

 When we speak about Allanh SWT, His Names
are not like a human being’s. Allah sees and
hears without any organs, unlike humans.
There is no limit to His seeing and His
hearing; there is no beginning and no end.

e Allah's seeingis not like the creation - His
Seeing is independent and one; it is not
dependent on anything, and we don't see parts
to His Seeing.
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Studying the
Names of Allah

o Every Name of Allah SWT brings us close to
Him, and the servant of Allah SWT gets
close to Him through the two wings of fear
and hope.

e Every single one of Allah’s Names will
incite a portion of fear and hope.

e The study of Allah’s Names is very
systematic - beginning with their meanings,
progressing to the emotions of fear and hope
they evoke, exploring their relevance in your
life, and culminating in how one soars
towards Allah SWT through His beautiful
names.
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The All-Hearing

e Some verses that mention As-Sami’.
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At that, Zechariah called upon his Lord, saying, "My
Lord, grant me from Yourself a good offspring.
Indeed, You are the Hearer of supplication."

(Ali Imran 3:38)
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And 'remember’ when Abraham raised the
foundation of the House with Ishmael, ‘both
praying,’ “Our Lord! Accept "this' from us. You are
indeed the All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

(Al-Bagarah 2:127)

aaplus


https://quran.com/3/38
https://quran.com/2/127

asmaulhusna Timestamp: 25:18

e |If you go into the laws of marriage and
divorce, as well as the laws of taking
witnesses, you will find that As-Sami’ and
Al-Baseer are among the most
commonly repeated Names in the Quran.

e They appearin so many different contexts,
to remind the human being that Allah sees
and Allah hears.

e Majority of the times of the Ayahs in the
Quran, you will see the Prophets using His
names As-Sami' and Al-Baseer - “You are

the One Who Sees, You are the One Who
Hears’'.

 When we analyse the stories of Nabi lbrahim
a.s., Nabi Zakaria a.s. and Nabi Musa a.s., we
see their sincerity to Allah SWT, putting in
their best effort.
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Nabi Ibrahim a.s.

o After Nabi Ibrahim a.s. finished building the
Ka'bah with his son Nabi Ismail a.s., they
raised their hands to Allah SWT and made
du'a.

e Nabilbrahim a.s. was undertaking a task as
commanded by Allah SWT and was facing
a situation that is perceived to be
impossible - building the house of Allah
SWT in the middle of a desert, to call people
to come and perform the Haj;.
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Nabi Zakaria a.s.
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"This is’ a reminder of your Lord’s mercy to
His servant Zachariah,

L335 2155,45; (o063
when he cried out to his Lord privately,
e g,um S5t

saying, “My Lord! Surely my bones have become brittle,
and grey hair has spread across my head, but I have
never been disappointed in my prayer to You, my Lord!
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And I am concerned about 'the faith of' my relatives
after me, since my wife is barren. So grant me, by

Your grace, an heir,
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who will inherit ‘prophethood’ from me and
the family of Jacob, and make him, O Lord,

1999

pleasing 'to You

(Maryam 19:2-6)

e Atthis point, Nabi Zakaria a.s. was already
past 100 years old (in some narrations, he
was about 90 or 120 years old). To ask for a
child at this age was something so
Impossible, by human senses and judgment.

e Itis hopeful to know that Allah SWT hears
du’a. Someone who is not a Muslim yet, but
Is sincerely seeking God, would cry out to the
Creator of the Heavens and the Earth. They
know there is a Creator. And Allah answers
them.
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An Innate Trait
in Humans

e How does someone who is not a Muslim yet
know that God hears? They are not told by
anyone, but they know that God hears and
sees.

 ltisthe fitrah of human beings to know that
God hears, even without them saying
anything. He hears what's in our hearts.

 We see there's a hope when we try our best
In our worship and obedience to Allah. We
cry out and make du’a to Him, no matter the
difficulties we go through. It's a very intimate
and personal relationship in which Allah
hears what we say. Allah sees the effort, the
difficulty, and the struggle that we're going
through.
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A Warning
to People

e Allah also uses the Names As-Sami and Al-
Baseer as a warning to people. You find
these Names mentioned in the Quran
concerning marriage and divorce.

e Allah says this to the men and women, that
He sees what they’'ve done. Allah hears their
conversations and knows who's right and
wrong.

o Allah can see, evenif people want to fake it,
or if they want to show a different image to
those who are out there. He knows exactly
what transpired between you and other
human beings.
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e Fearalsocomes upinthe laws of mu‘amalat.
(money and transactions). Many people think
they can get away with cheating and fraud. But
Allah reminds us in the Quran over and over
again that He knows the vows we make.

e As you make yourself sincere in striving on the
path of the prophets, focus on Allah SWT. He
hears and sees the effort that you put in.

e Onthe other hand, having taqwa and fear of
Allah prevents one from hypocrisy, In Sha
Allah. You may pretend before the whole world,
yet you cannot deceive Allah SWT. Are you
aware that Allah sees you? Are you aware that
He hears what you say to people? He hears
the promises that you have made.

e Aperson prevents themselves from sinning
against Allah SWT, when tempted.
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The Story of
Sayyidina Sahl

=,

 He wasfive years old. When he woke up one
night, he saw his uncle, his mother's brother,
praying the night prayer. Sayyidina Sahl stood
on the side, watching his uncle.

 After his uncle finished praying, he asked the
boy, “Sahl, do you want to remember Allah?”
Sayyidina Sahl replied, “Yes, my uncle, | want
to remember Allah.”

e The uncle said, “Every time you stir in the night,
say three times, ‘Allahu ma'i, Allahu naghiri,
Allahu shahidi, Allahu garibun minni’ (Allah is
with me, Allah sees me, Allah withesses me,
Allah is present with me, Allah is close to me.)
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« After some time, the uncle asked Sayyidina
Sahl, “Have you been doing it?” Sayyidina Sahl
replied that he has been practising the Dhikr.

e The uncle told him to increase the Dhikr to five
times whenever he stirs in the night. After some
time, he increased it to seven times, and kept
increasing it until one day he asked Sayyidina
Sahl again if he had been practising the Dhikr.

 When he replied with the affirmative, the uncle
asked him, “How do you find these words?”
To this, Sayyidina Sahl replied, “ | find the
sweetness in these words.”

e Thenthe uncle said, “If you find the sweetness
in this, have you realised that the one who
knows that Allah is with him, Allah sees him,
Allah is present with him, Allah is withessing
him, Allah is close to him, can he ever disobey
Allah?”
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« Atthat point, Sayyidina Sahl realised that he
would never disobey Allah.

e This story shows that Sayyidina Sahl went
through the path of hope first, when he said, “I
found sweetness in these words”.

 When we are told Allah is with us, we find
sweetness in the fact. If you go deeper, though,
you will find fear, and if you feel fear, how
would you disobey Allah?
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Is there wisdom in the order, where in the

Qur'an, As-Sami'is in front of Al-Baseer?

It changes the order in some parts
(where Al-Baseer comes before As-
Sami’). Hence, it depends on the
Ayah and the context.

As-Sami’ is closer to a human
being than Al-Baseer. For example,
you might hear someone and not see

them. When you whisper in your
heart, you are not conjuring images;

rather, you envision your words
being expressed in your heart.

When you think of Allah knowing
you, you think of Him hearing your
thoughts.
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How do I improve my Husnudhon (good

opinion) to Allah, using the names of Allah?

This goes back to the Hadith Qudsi: ‘| am as My
servant thinks | am.’ (Bukhari)

'Two traits are unsurpassed by any other good:
thinking well of Allah, and thinking well of His
servants. And two traits are unsurpassed by any
other evil: thinking ill of Allah, and thinking ill of His
servants.’

To maintain a good opinion of Allah SWT is for our
own good. Allah does not need us, but we need him.
When we hold a bad opinion of Allah SWT, we are
the ones suffering.

On the day of judgement, a man is brought forward,
and he is commanded to go to hellfire. As he walks
away, he keeps turning back to the angels who had
commanded him. Then Allah calls him forward and
says to him, “Why do you turn back?” And he said,
“Because | had hoped that you would forgive me.”
By his hope of Allah SWT, he was forgiven.
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When someone has a bad opinion of Allah SWT, first
she needs to ask herself, “Where is this bad
opinion coming from? And what is it doing to
me?” Most of the time, it's coming from shaitan.

Iblis's biggest goal is to sever our connection with
Allah. With the story of Nabi Adam a.s., he saw how
Allah SWT honoured the human being. As long as a
human being has a connection with Allah SWT, Iblis

has not taken himself to be successful with this
human being, even if they are not praying or fasting,
or are drinking alcohol. He would make them harbour
wrong opinions of Allah SWT.

Bad opinions of Allah SWT can go in two ways - the
path of despair or the path of arrogance. The path of
despair leads one to believe that Allah will not grant
forgiveness; that He harbours animosity towards you.
Conversely, the path of arrogance involves
questioning Allah SWT - “How can Allah let this
happen to me? How can Allah allow for this to
happen?” They begin to judge what Allah has done in
his creation.

Iblis took both paths.



In the path of arrogance, he judged Allah by asserting
that Allah had no right to teach Nabi Adam a.s and make
all the angels, including himself, bow to Nabi Adam a.s.
In the path of despair, he was resolute to never ask
Allah for forgiveness. He is not going to seek Allah's
Mercy.

Hence, if someone is plagued by a bad opinion of Allah,
they need to be aware of it, as it may lead them to the
dark road of doubt. If it is not handled, they can go
down an even darker road of kufr (complete disbelief) in
Allah SWT, and that is exactly what Iblis wants.

If you can't push it out of your mind, or you can't correct
your thoughts, then you need someone to help you talk
you out of it. You also need to increase in saying ‘La
ilaha illallah’ and to recite the names of Allah SWT
every single day. You may recite Surah lkhlas in
abundance.

In Sha Allah, these are practical pieces of advice, to
purify your understanding of Allah SWT.




