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Elite Comprehension: 
 The Roman Civilisation 

 

The Roman civilisation, one of the most influential in human history, has left an indelible 
mark on the modern world. Spanning over a thousand years, from the founding of Rome 
in 753 BC to the fall of the Western Roman Empire in AD 476, the Romans profoundly 
shaped Western culture, politics, law, and architecture. For 15-year-olds today, 
understanding the legacy of Rome provides valuable insights into the origins of many 
aspects of contemporary society. 

The Roman Empire began as a small city-state on the Italian Peninsula. Rome's location 
along the Tiber River made it an ideal centre for trade and military conquest. Over 
centuries, Rome expanded its territory through wars, diplomacy, and alliances, 
eventually encompassing much of Europe, North 
Africa, and parts of the Middle East. At its height, 
the Roman Empire stretched from the British Isles 
to the sands of the Arabian Desert, and from the 
Rhine and Danube rivers in the north to the Sahara 
in the south. 

One of the most remarkable features of Roman 
civilisation was its sophisticated system of 
government. Initially a monarchy, Rome became a 
republic in 509 BC, where power was held by 
elected officials and a Senate. This system inspired 
many modern democracies, including the United 
States and the United Kingdom. The concept of a 
Senate, the rule of law, and the importance of civic 
duty were central to Roman political thought and 
continue to influence governments today. 

Roman law, another critical aspect of their 
civilisation, laid the foundation for many legal 
systems in use around the world. The Romans 
developed a complex set of laws that governed 
everything from property rights to criminal justice. 
Their legal principles, such as "innocent until 
proven guilty" and the right to a fair trial, are still 
cornerstones of modern justice systems. 
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The Romans were also master builders and engineers. Their architectural achievements 
are still admired today for their grandeur and ingenuity. The use of concrete allowed 
Romans to construct massive structures like the Colosseum, which could hold up to 
50,000 spectators, and the Pantheon, with its enormous dome that remains the world's 
largest unreinforced concrete dome. Roman aqueducts, some of which still stand 
today, were engineering marvels that supplied cities with fresh water from distant 
sources, showcasing their advanced understanding of hydraulics and civil engineering. 

Roman roads, another testament to their engineering prowess, were crucial in 
maintaining the empire's vast territory. These roads, stretching over 400,000 kilometres, 
facilitated trade, communication, and military movement across the empire. The phrase 
"all roads lead to Rome" reflects how central these roads were to the cohesion and 
power of the empire. 

In addition to their contributions to law, government, and engineering, the Romans also 
had a significant impact on language, literature, and the arts. Latin, the language of the 
Romans, is the precursor to many modern languages, including Italian, French, 
Spanish, and Portuguese. Latin also heavily influenced English, contributing many 
words to its vocabulary, especially in the fields of law, medicine, and science. 

Roman literature, with works by authors such as Virgil, Ovid, and Cicero, has inspired 
countless generations of writers and thinkers. Roman art and sculpture, known for its 
realism and attention to detail, continue to be admired and studied for their technical 
skill and expression of human experience. 

Religion was another area where the Romans left a lasting impact. Initially polytheistic, 
the Romans worshipped a pantheon of gods and goddesses, many of whom were 
adapted from Greek mythology. However, the most significant religious legacy of the 
Roman Empire was the spread of Christianity. Originally a small Jewish sect, 
Christianity grew within the Roman Empire and, under Emperor Constantine in the 4th 
century, became the empire's official religion. This shift not only transformed the 
religious landscape of the empire but also laid the groundwork for the widespread 
adoption of Christianity throughout Europe in the centuries to come. 

In conclusion, the Roman civilisation has left an enduring legacy that continues to 
shape our world today. From their innovations in government and law to their 
contributions to language, engineering, and religion, the Romans have profoundly 
influenced the development of Western civilisation. For 15-year-olds learning about 
Rome, it is essential to recognise how this ancient civilisation continues to impact 
modern life, providing a foundation for many aspects of contemporary society. 
Understanding Rome's history allows us to appreciate the roots of our own culture and 
the interconnectedness of human history. 
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1. Why might the Romans have adopted many aspects of Greek culture, including 
their gods and art? 

A) They lacked their own culture. 
B) Greek culture was seen as superior and worthy of emulation. 
C) They wanted to erase Greek culture by making it Roman. 
D) Greek culture was less complex and easier to adopt. 

 

2. What can be inferred about the importance of Roman roads to the empire's 
stability? 

A) Roads were built only for trade and had little impact on stability. 
B) Roads were crucial for military control and communication across vast 

territories. 
C) Roads were primarily for the leisure of Roman citizens. 
D) Roads were built to show off Roman engineering skills rather than for 

practical use. 

 

3. Why might the Roman Senate have inspired modern democratic governments? 
A) It allowed for the concentration of power in a single ruler. 
B) It represented a balance of power among different societal classes. 
C) It was an example of a government that quickly failed. 
D) It was the first example of direct democracy. 

 

4. What does the Roman use of concrete suggest about their approach to 
architecture? 

A) They were focused on creating temporary structures. 
B) They valued permanence and durability in their buildings. 
C) They preferred natural materials over man-made ones. 
D) They wanted to avoid using expensive materials like marble. 

 

5. Why might Christianity have appealed to people in the Roman Empire, leading to 
its spread? 

A) It was the only religion allowed by the Roman government. 
B) It offered a message of hope and salvation during turbulent times. 
C) It was a continuation of traditional Roman religious practices. 
D) It promised wealth and power to its followers. 

 



 

For more 11+ resources or !!+ English lessons visit www.lifechangingtuition.com 

6. What can be inferred about the reason for the fall of the Western Roman Empire 
in AD 476? 

A) The empire was too small to sustain itself. 
B) Internal political instability and external pressures weakened the empire. 
C) The Roman army refused to defend the empire. 
D) The empire chose to dissolve voluntarily. 

 

7. How did the Roman legal principle of "innocent until proven guilty" influence 
modern justice systems? 

A) It created a bias against the accused. 
B) It ensured that all people were presumed guilty. 
C) It provided a foundation for fair trials and due process. 
D) It was only applicable to Roman citizens and not to others. 

 

8. Why is it significant that many modern languages are derived from Latin? 
A) It shows that the Roman Empire was the only ancient civilisation with a 

language. 
B) It highlights the extensive reach and influence of the Roman Empire. 
C) It indicates that Latin was easier to learn than other ancient languages. 
D) It proves that Latin was the first language ever spoken. 

 

9. What can be inferred about the role of Roman aqueducts in urban planning? 
A) They were purely decorative structures. 
B) They were essential for providing cities with a reliable water supply. 
C) They were only built for the wealthy elite. 
D) They were an unnecessary luxury. 

 

10. Why might Roman literature and philosophy continue to be studied today? 
A) They are simple and easy to understand. 
B) They address universal themes and human experiences that remain 

relevant. 
C) They were written by the most famous authors in history. 
D) They are the only surviving texts from the ancient world. 
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11. What does the word "indelible" most likely mean in the context of the Roman 
civilisation's mark on history? 

A) Temporary 
B) Erasable 
C) Permanent 
D) Subtle 

 

12. What is the best definition of the word "ingenious" as used to describe Roman 
engineering? 

A) Simple 
B) Clever and inventive 
C) Expensive 
D) Ineffective 

 

13. What does the term "precursor" mean in the context of Latin being a precursor to 
modern languages? 

A) An unrelated event 
B) A successor 
C) Something that comes before and leads to another 
D) A direct translation 

 

14. Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 
A) The Romans built roads, aqueducts and, amphitheatres. 
B) The Romans built roads, aqueducts, and amphitheatres. 
C) The Romans built, roads, aqueducts and amphitheatres. 
D) The Romans built roads aqueducts, and amphitheatres. 

 

15. Which word correctly completes the sentence? 
"The Romans ______ admired for their engineering and architectural skills." 

A) is 
B) was 
C) were 
D) be 
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Answers only 

1. B 
2. B 
3. B 
4. B 
5. B 
6. B 
7. C 
8. B 
9. B 
10. B 
11. C 
12. B 
13. C 
14. B 
15. C 

 


