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2025 - FEAR OF GOD FOR A FEARLESS FAITHFUL LIVING

Greetings in the name of Jesus. When we look back into our lives, amidst all the
challenges and hindrances, wars and calamities, indeed year 2024 was a year to
be remembered. As the song goes,

“Count your blessings, name them one by one, and it will surprise you, what the
Lord hasdone.”

The Advent season has just passed. Looking back at every heavenly
announcement,’being fearless, was pronounced vividly by the Angel to every
character of the first Christmas. Starting with Zechariah (Luke 1:13), then Mary
(Luke 1:30), Joseph (Matt. 1:20) and finally the Shepherds (Luke 2:10). This‘Fear’
came from an Old Testament understanding that anyone who ‘Sees’ or
‘witnesses’'God or heavenly host, will eventually die. (Ex. 33:20; Gen 32:30). The
New Testament narrative, overwrites this with a redemptive understanding.
Redemption never kills, it only saves and gives life and who better than son of
God, Jesus.

God of Life and Salvation is inviting us into year 2025 to be ‘Fearless. In this age
of Ghar Wapsi, mob lynching and an induced and created fear of being part of a
minority community, how can we be fearless?

Jesus’ earthly family is a great teaching for all of us to be fearless.

1. Mary’s Submission - The moment she knew God's in Control, she gave in
to God's plan. (Luke 1:38)

2. Joseph’s Selflessness - He took Mary as his Wife to fulfill God’s plan,
though it wasn't to his personal benefit. (Matt. 1:24-25)

3. Jesus’Serenity - The Peace in the manger where the baby is kept is an ideal
space to preach and practice Salvation. Thus, highlighting God's
preference, thatis, the lostand the least. (Luke 2:7-20, 5:32)

When we fear God, we are not controlled by fear of people, circumstances or
the unknown. Instead we are empowered to live courageously, without any
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pretence or expectations, knowing that God is our Rock and Refuge. St. Paul
in2Timothy 1:7 says,“for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love
and self-control."(ESV)

Inthis blessed country of ours, we are called to fearlessly live a witnessing life
of Submission to God, Selflessness towards fellow beings and a hope of
Serenity across the whole world. Praying for all the families in my church and
wishingyou all a blessed year 2025.

Dearly Beloved,

Aslwrite toyouin the capacity of the Asst. Vicar of your parish, for the firstand
the last time, my family and me express deep gratitude to all the members of
the Madras MarThoma Syrian Church, Chetpet.

With folded hands before the Triune God who led us through this past one
year.

For the Achens and their families, Rev. Vinoy Daniel Achen, Neena
Kochamma, Evin & Vineeth, Rev. Sanju Varughese Achen, Tindu Kochamma,
Nathuand Nemuz, who loved, cared and led us, gratitude.

For the Church Officer Bearers and Executive Committee members, Koinonia
Editorial Board, Jasmine, Reevathi, Naresh, Roy and Anand, who worked hand
inhandtoenable us fulfil God's entrusted task, gratitude.

For all those who made me a better person through constructive criticisms,
gratitude.

For all who remembered us in prayers, gratitude.

I close here with a phrase which Rev. Katherine Paisley said to her children
when she dropped them off at school one day. | thought these words fit in
perfectly with my emotions as we move on in our Ministry for God.

“Remember who you are. Be a witness!"

Rev. Noble Abraham
Asst. Vicar, Madras Mar Thoma Syrian Church,
Chetpet
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Bl CHANGE OF ADDRESS

1. Mr.AGY T. GEORGE 2. Mr.JAMES ABRAHAM
3, Whistling Gardens, 72 - |, Chesney Town House,
82 /243 B, Singaravelar 1st Cross Street, 40, Ethiraj Salai,

Neelankarai, Chennai 600 115.
Mobile: 8754451209 / 8939551264
Prayer Group: Santhqme

Egmore, Chennai 6000081.
Mobile: 9840082245
> Prayer Group: Chetpet

B BAPTISMS
Name Prayer Group  Date of Baptism
1. Natasha Ann Samuel Santhome December 1, 2024
(Dlo Saji Samuel & Asha Saji) )
2. S. Sruthi Aminjikarai  December 13, 2024

(Dlo Srikumar & S. Molly)

Name

OBITUARIES

Age Prayer Group Date of Demise

1. Mrs. Rebecca Premi Oommen 76 Chetpet November 24, 2024

2. Dr. Mohan Easow 73 Kilpauk December 25, 2024
3. Adv. C. Baboo Joseph 78  Ayanavaram December 28, 2024

Ot heart—felt condotence to the Bereaved families

RS %% PROGRAMMES :w/g :

1. Sunday School : Every Sunday after the 1st Service
2. Yuvajana Sakhyam : Every Sunday after the 1st Service
3. Monthly Meeting of

Sevika Sangham : Every 4th Saturday at 4:30 p.m.
4. Edavka Mission : Every Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.
5. Fasting Prayer : Every Friday at 10:00 a.m.
6. Choir Practice : Every Saturday at 6:30 p.m.
7. Elder's Fellowship  : Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday

at 4:30 p.m. (Church) < //7\//

8. Sevika Sangham /

Bible Study : Every Friday from 3

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (Online)

- H
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WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS

January 2025 : Kodambakkam
February 2025 : Nungambakkam

| \T( WORSHIP TIMINGS

JANUARY 2025
05-01-2025 8:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
(Centre Convention)
12-01-2025 7:30 A.M. Holy Communion in English
9:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
19-01-2025 7:30 A.M. Divine Service in English (Sunday School)
9:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
25-01-2025 8:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam (Senior Citizens’)
26-01-2025 8:00 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
(Parish Day)

FEBRUARY 2025
02-02-2025 7:30 A.M. Divine Service in English (Yuvajana Sakhyam)
9:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
09-02-2025 7:30 A.M. Holy Communion in English
9:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
16-02-2025 7:30 A.M. Divine Service in English (Sunday School)
9:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam
22-02-2025 8:30 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam (Senior Citizens')
23-02-2025 8:00 A.M. Holy Qurbana in Malayalam

o
o &

And he who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things new”
~ Revelation 21:5 !
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Date

LECTIONARY
JANUARY 2025

Lessons Epistle Gospel

05

12

19

26

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Date

Mission outside Kerala

Jesus who sends for the mission

Exodus 3:1-17 Romans 10:9-17 Luke 10:1-11
Acts 16:6-15

The God of Peace

Micah 4:1-7 Ephesians 2:11-19 Matthew 5:1-9
Romans 5:1-11

Ecumenical Sunday

The Church that needs to be one in Christ

Zechariah 8:18-23 Colossians 3:9-17 John 17:13-23
Heb. 6:9-12

Indian Republic Day

Christian witness in the public sphere

Amos 5:18-27 Colossians 4:2-6 Luke 3:7-14

| Peter 3:14-18

FEBRUARY 2025

Lessons Epistle Gospel

02

09

16

23

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Medical Mission Sunday

Jesus who gives complete healing

Our Lord’s entrance to the temple

2 Kings 20:1-11 James: 5:13-18 Mark 5:25-34
Hebrews 9:11-14

Beginning of the 130th Session of the Maramon Convention
God’s Sublime Creation

Isaiah 40:12-26 I Tim. 1:3-10 St. Luke 1:57-66
Romans 8:19-25

Conclusion of the 130th Session of the Maramon Convention
Abundant life through the experience of the kingdom of God
Isaiah 11:1-9 | Corin. 1:4-9 John 4:4-15
Ephesians 3:16-21

Reorganisation of life to experience the Kingdom of God
Ezekiel 36:24-31 * | Peter 2:1-10 Luke 19:1-10
Ephesians 4:17-24

H
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ll . NEW BIBLE QUIZ SERIES - 18
(1 Samuel 11 - 15)

Q1. Saul mustered how many people of Israel at Bezek?

QUM CeNIOMISE 1@ O] A f)(® (MVICWEL|A® GG 24
Q2. Where did Samuel and the people renew the kingdom by making Saul king
before the Lord? &d@mI/lMSe0 malwlw @ ewdellom
@IBICUIEE | (RGN0 BMEBBE o RIBM.o al)©)66 1O
af)flesugoem?

Q3. The Israelites forgot the Lord their God and He sold them into the hand of
Sisera, commander of whose army? 5
@NMICR@MDBOHOUD MEBBGOS HABUAIDW WEANIUO®

2OM@ MO, GRAUM GRAIS® nf@a e Wlome GR0s
EMMIIo | @R 1M ?

Q4. Who else did the Lord send besides Samuel to deliver the Israelites from the
hand of their enemies?

wluiewel oo wysnges egfla alm aflsyafleedm
wayealeflom @& s20®m aQIOEWIEM ®WEANI GRW.g|@)?

Q5. Samuel called upon the Lord, who sent thunder and rain during which harvest?
w2 Aflg) ojenion]alea]ond &omIT sl a¥®)o
@R 2@ PO Aflgenis)a |l ?

Q6. Saul chose 3000 men of Israel after he had reigned for how many years?
af)(® QAo 8D .2] GHo BREM HBVM go(MIeellaal 3000
AU @ PEOMS O] ?

Q7. How many days did Saul wait for Samuel at Gilgal?

VM o) 8lumo ulndem waysnuelmow] &domlo)m;,?
Q8. When the Hebrews came into the forest, what did they find on the ground?
af)EnD@d @510 QLME]o0d, BRALD (1IN af)amoem
&HONSOD 1@ ?

Q9. Name the Amalekite king that was taken alive?

#lemI6s afls1e06|s GRAIGRIM | RIRIANMSOO Gald?

Q10. Where did Saul come to, when he set up a monument for himself?

00D MM 8020 8@ MBIR@o M0daf)gjd afalles
QUM o6 ?
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1.1 Samuel 6:1-7 months
1(0@COUM 6:1-7 Mo

2.1 Samuel 6:14 - The field belonging to Joshua

1(02EOUM 6:14 - CWID)UMeS Cuelled

3. 1 Samuel 7:1 - Eleazar, son of Abinadab
1023800 7:1 - @enllmosomfldSe0
&M af)2IWIMIG 1M

4.1 Samuel 7:12 - Ebenezer
106 7:12 - aOSNIM-a M

5.1 Samuel 8:2 - Joel
1 (0@ COLIM 8:2 - GWICLIMD

6. 1 Samuel 8:7 - They rejected Yahweh
1 (mgcma 8:7 - BROUD WEANILO®

o %laflcleeym.
7. 1 Samuel 9:4 - The hill country of Ephraim
126U 9:4 - af) (000 2RIMF|0d

8.1 Samuel 9:11 - They met some young women
coming out to draw water

1 (026U 9:11 OCUGGo EIB)UIMD
Calddb)m GTNDQIJOOD(OM']&OQ &)

9. 1 Samuel 10:2 - will see two men
1(0@COUM 10:2 OMBIHG &I6M)o

10. 1 Samuel 10:22 - Hidden among the baggage
1 (0@ GO 10:22 - MIAIMEBBGOS

oswm aglafldlenm;
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PRAYER MEETINGS

JANUARY 05, 2025
AYANAVARAM KODAMBAKKAM
Mr. BINU VARGHESE Mr. SANTHOSH THOMAS
Kozhumannil Grace Cottage 39/15,VOC Main Street,
62, Senthil Nagar, 11th Street, Kodambakkam, Chennai 600024.
Kolathur, Chennai 600099. Mobile: 9884190856
Mobile: 9444016955
PORUR
Mr. P.C. JOHN
Anugraham,

189/26, 2nd Main Road, Lakshmi Nagar Extension,
Porur, Chennai - 600116. Mobile: 9840234519

JANUARY 11, 2025 (SATURDAY)

SANTHOME

SAM MATHEW

3A, Baashyam Bona - Ventura Apt.,

South Canal Bank Road, Mandavelipakkam,
(Next to Hindustan Unilever Office)

R.A. Puram, Chennai - 600028.

Mobile: 9820321112

JANUARY 12, 2025
CHETPET KODAMBAKKAM
Mr. JOHN VARGHESE Mr. TITUS JOHN
2-B, Solitaire Apts, 54/3, First Floor, Titus Square,
16/12 Kuppuswamy Rd, Palayakaran Street,
(Off Mayor Ramanathan Salai), Kodambakkam,
Chetpet, Chennai 600031. Chennai 600024.
Mobile: 9840957747 Mobile: 9444639767
JANUARY 19, 2025
CHETPET
Mr. SANTOSH UKKUR

B-1501, The Atlantic Residence,
2/3, Montieth Road, Egmore, Chennai 600008.
Mobile: 9840299000

- H
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JANUARY 26, 2025

AMINJIKARAI

Mrs. SUSY RAJAN

@ MMTS Church, Chetpet
Mobile: 9840862499

FEBRUARY 02, 2025

NUNGAMBAKKAM

Mr. THOMAS JOHN C.

2B, Krshnika,

No. 1 Avenue Road,
Nungambakkam, Chennai 600034.
Mobile: 9789091009

FEBRUARY 09, 2025

CHOOLAIMEDU
Dr. JOSEPH P. JOHN
No. 30, Binobaji Street,
Choolaimedu,
Chennai 600094.
Mobile: 9840050131

FEBRUARY 15, 2025 (SATURDAY)

SANTHOME

ALEX JOHN M.

No. 2, Gangai Amman Koil Street,
Sholinganallur, Chennai 600119.
Mobile: 9840177967

FEBRUARY 16, 2025
AMINJIKARAI CHETPET
Mr. RAJAN PHILIP Adv. MONI GEORGE
No. 269A, Ammai Ammal Street, A1, Grace Meadow
Ayyavoo Naidu Colony, Aminjikarai, 28/35, Pachaiyappa College
Chennai 600029. Hostel Road, Chetpet,
Mobile: 8122111436 / 9941151579 Chennai 600031.

Mob: 9840130240

H
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FEBRUARY 23, 2025
AMINJIKARAI AYANAVARAM
Mr. PRAMODE MATHEW ALEX Mr. V.C. VARGHESE
Pace Prana Apartments, 46-C, Seeyalan Street,
Flat No. 3-7-1, South Park Road, Villivakkam,
Anna Nagar West, Chennai 600040. Chennai 600049.
Mobile: 9710916235 Mob: 9445677215/9840984203
CHETPET KILPAUK
Mr. JAMES ABRAHAM Mrs. MERCY GEORGE
72 -1, Chesney Town House, 8, Udaiyar Thottam 7th Street,
40, Ethiraj Salai, Madhavaram,
Egmore, Chennai 600008. Chennai 600060.
Mobile: 9840082245 Mobile: 9444541853
L~ 0,
“cDo not be anxious about anything,

but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, presentyour requests to God.”

~ Phibippians 4:6-8
LGhea” ook

ProGRammes FoOR

January - FeBruary 2025

® Chennai Centre Convention
* 2nd January - Jerusalem Mar Thoma Church, Anna Nagar @ 6:30 p.m.
* 3rd January - St. Paul's Mar Thoma Church, Adyar @ 6:30 p.m.
* 4th January - Emmanuel Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Tambram @ 6:30 p-m.
* 5th January - Madras Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Chetpet @ 8:30 a.m.

@ 26th January - ParishDay  °

LB
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- Devotion by Akash Thomas Cherian,
Aminjikarai Prayer Group

Scripture:

"And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

- Genesis 3:15 (NIV)

As we enter a new year, we are reminded of the profound hope found in the
very beginning of Scripture, in Genesis 3:15. In the midst of the fall of
humanity, when sin and brokenness entered the world, God spoke a
promise of redemption: "I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.” This verse, often referred to as the "Protoevangelium” or
first gospel, offers a glimpse of God's ultimate plan for salvation through
Jesus Christ, who would triumph over sin and evil.

Adam and Eve, created in perfection, chose to disobey God's command. As
aresult, sin and death entered the world, and the relationship between God
and humanity was broken. But even in the midst of judgment, God shows
grace.

The verse is addressed to the serpent which is Satan. The "offspring" of the
woman refers to a future descendant—Jesus Christ—who will come to
defeat the serpent, the evil one, once and for all.

The key to understanding this promise lies in the phrase:
"He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

This is a foreshadowing of Christ's victory over Satan. Jesus, through His
death and resurrection, would deliver a mortal blow to Satan's power,
crushing his head. Satan's strike on Jesus' heel refers to His crucifixion—a
painful, temporary wound—but in the end, it would not stop God's plan of
redemption. Jesus' victory on the cross would break the power of sin and
death forever.

o
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So What Does This Mean for Us Today?
1. It Gives Us A Hope in the Promise of Victory:

From the very beginning, God promised that evil would not have the final
word. When we face trials, temptation, or suffering, we can remember that
God has already declared victory over evil through Christ. Christ has won,
and we share in that victory as His followers.

2. It Means That The Battle is Real, but We Are Not Alone:

We experience spiritual warfare as we resist temptation and fight against
the forces of evil in our lives. Christ has given us His Spirit to empower us in
the battle. We are not fighting in our own strength, butin His.

3. This Is A Call to Faith and To Trust in God's Plan:

This verse reminds us that God had a plan for redemption from the moment
sin entered the world. Even when things seem hopeless, we can trust that
God is sovereign and that His plan is good. As we reflect on this Christmas
season, let us remember that God's promise of redemption began long
before the stable in Bethlehem. We have the assurance that the hope He
promised in Genesis has come to us in Jesus.

We must always remember that we are God's workmanship, created in
ChristJesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

As we reflect on this promise, we can embrace the new year with the
assurance that God's redemptive work is still unfolding in our lives and in
the world. Let this inspire us to move forward into the new year with
confidence in God's victory and a renewed commitment to live out His
purposein our lives.

You may send your
suggestions/inserts
for future issues of Koinonia
with your Name, Address,
Prayer Group & Contact Number to:
chetpetvicar@gmail.com
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(2]
A2CNOISeMW &H6))o &:An_l
- Mrs. Aleyamma Simon (Mini),
Chetpet Prayer Group

&) WIS & ) IWDYB ) o lOCM
emam mlam alflgles)m, mowd,
&) WIS & )a IS )& o IOCM

emOd M 1em mi @@ 166y MILaD.

emod mlam anmilslayo

M) af)Om &)OYM@IT. ...

1. @I®MYo AIMIOYEA

af)om a8@)maud anmlsleyo,
9QUB Meman ™m0

af)om @8 lajoenmlslayo,

@RAUM af)omm ilg).o)y@dom)
@m0 @denIsem.afls)ea,
@RALIOMD (LINE allS].o) B0 |

®Me0 @deNIsem.ofls)ea.

2. 08 WO |

o 210/ DO,

3@100d cGSE 1@ GRAUM af)am MSOM)MELD,
@RAUOMM (LLIOaE: 151 2) @O0

O@Me0 @denIsem-aflsyea.
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During the days of King Saul and the prophet Samucl, there lived a young

DAVID WAS A SHEPHER D BOY

boy named David, who would one day become one of the most beloved figures
in biblical history. David lived in the small town of Bethlehem with his father,
Jesse, and his seven older brothers. His three eldest brothers served as soldiers
in King Saul's army, while David remained at home to help his father.
Although he was the youngest, David played an important role in the family,
taking responsibility for the care of their sheep. In those times, shepherds were
tasked with guiding their flocks from one pasture to another to ensure the
sheep had fresh grass to graze on and clean water to drink.

Davidss life as a shepherd was not without challenges. Often, the sheep would
wander far from home, and David would stay with them, spending many
nights on the hillsides under the open sky. These nights, illuminated by the
soft glow of the moon and the countless stars, likely filled David with awe for
the beauty of the world God had created. It was during these peaceful hours
that David's creative spirit blossomed. He may have sat quietly, strumming
his harp and crafting songs that reflected his thoughts, emotions, and faith in
God. These moments of solitude shaped David, not only as a shepherd but

also as a poet and musician.

Being a shepherd was not just about guiding and feeding the flock; it was also
about protecting them. David faced dangerous situations that would test his
courage and strength. Once, a lion seized one of his sheep and carried it off.
Without hesitation, David chased after the lion, and through God's strength,
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he managed to rescue the sheep. On another occasion, he confronted a bear
that threatened his flock. With unwavering faith and determination, David
struck and killed the bear; safequarding his sheep. These encounters were no
small feats for a young boy, but they demonstrated David's bravery and his
trust in God's help.

David's love for God was the foundation of his character: His faith gave him
the courage to face daunting challenges and the resilience to overcome them. In
return, God blessed David with the strength to protect his flock and the
wisdom to nurture his talents. These early experiences, full of quiet reflection,
courageous acts, and unwavering devotion, laid the goundwank for the
extraordinary life that David would lead.

/ N
Word Scramble

Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the letters that appear in the
circle boxes and unscramble them to find the answer to the last phrase.

BARE & "
PEEK
CKOFL FLIM A
HBRTESOR | | | [ X )
DEPHRESH [ ) | [ ) |
=

LEMBHEHTE | | [ ]
God helped David
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SHARON WINS GOLD

IN ASIAN CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP
8 AT KYRGYZSTAN FOR DIFFERENTLY ABLED
-

SMASH 5.0 - INTER CHURCH BADMINTON ORGANIZED BY UCA.

WOMEN'S DOUBLES WINNERS  MIXED DOUBLES RUNNERS UP
ALEY CHERIAN & MERIN SAM  ANU MATHEW & SHIBI T. CHERIAN

DAVEEIHA [z~ BLESSEY VIJI SAMUEL
o U! ’(P) RECEIVED GOLD MEDAL
iN B.SC. DEGREE
(REPRODUCTIVE MEDICINE
& EMBRYOLOGY)
FROM SAVEETHA
MEDICAL COLLEGE

JOSHUA JOSE UKKUR

] WHO WAS PART OF A
R o= = 4 MEMBER TEAM ;
S - FROM TAMILNADU,

WON 2ND PLACE

AT THE NATIONAL
CYCLING EVENT AT DRISSA

| BOOK LAUNCH: GENERATIVE Al IN THE COURTROOM,
CO-AUTHORED BY ADV. ANITHA THOMAS (AND K. SWAMINATHAN)

OUR tHUHGH CHOIR WINS THE 2ND PRIZE AT SANGEETHA DHARA 2024 CﬂMPETITIUN
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CM. MATHEWS & PONNAMMA MATHEWS
1924-2024

BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBR ATIONS
OF
MR. CM. MATHEWS & MRS. PONNAMMA MATHEWS

Founders of
Model Matric. Hr. Sec. School, Tondiarpet (Estd 1965)
&

St. Thomas Matric. Hr. Sec. School, Thiruvottyur (Estd 1968)
Postal Stamp release by
S1

) " §

Prof. P.]. Kurien

Former Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha

Dr. Shashi Tharoor
Member of Parliament & Former International Civil Servant
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