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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Outline for Today's Session:

. THE BIG PICTURL
Overall “War"” Strategy

2. TACTICAL
Knowing Syaitan’s Method in Misleading Us

5. EXPANDING ON SURAH BAOQARAH:208

What does Allah SWT mean when He says,
“Do not follow the footsteps of Syaitan”
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Terminology:
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The Big Picture
Overall “War"” Strategy
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Allah has recorded in Surah Al-Hijr and
Surah Sad., how Iblis confidently boast
that he will mislead all of mankind.
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Satan responded. "My Lord! For allowing
me to stray I will surely tempt them on
carth and mislead them all together.

except Your chosen servants among them.”

[al-Hijr 15:39-40]

Wpl us

Satan said, "By Your Glory! |
will certainly mislead them all.
except Your chosen servants
among them.”

[Sad 38:82-83]
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Satan responded. "My Lord! For allowing
me to stray I will surely tempt them on
carth and mislead them all together.

except Your chosen servants among them.”

[al-Hijr 15:39-40]
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Satan said, "By Your Glory! |
will certainly mislead them all,
except Your chosen servants
among them.”

[Sad 38:82-83]
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(Mukhlaseen)

What does Gualddi means?
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Mukhliseen Mukhlaseen
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Person who is Ikhlas. Person who is IKkhlas.
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Mukhliseen

This person is doing
the actions to be Ikhlas
(striving to be pure).

Wpl u

Mukhlaseen

N

This person has

DECCll

chosen by Allah

to be

a person of Ikhlas

(chosen to be pur

ified).
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Why is it important
Lo be a Ll 7

(Mukhlaseen)
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Because Syaitan will certainly mislead
/a/ﬁ‘-’l

them all, except the Lol

-~

(the chosen person of Ikhlas).

In this battle, we need Allah's Help.

We need to be among the chosen ones.
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And she certainly determined [to seduce] him, and he would have
inclined to her had he not seen the proof [i.e.. sign| of his Lord.
And thus [it was]| that We should averl from him evil and
immorality. Indeed, he was of Our chosen servants.

[Yusuf 12:24]
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There will be a moment when
vour self-control, yvour Iman, and

all your knowledge will fail you.
And in that moment, it is only

Allah SWT w

But who does Allah pick to

ho can save vou.

(Mukhlaseen )

save? Allah picks His MT
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How do we carn the privileO‘e

b
to be among the \-,m.alml\

(Mukhlaseen)
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The overall war strategy is
to strive to be a Mukhliseen so that
Allah picks us to be a Mukhlaseen.
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Mukhliseen

This person is Ikhlas
(striving to stay pure).

But we can work
on this so that
Allah chooses us!

Recap:

Mukhlaseen

We have
no part in this, /\
it’s Allah’s Doing.
> P

WAl

This person has been chosen
by Allah to be a person of [khlas
(chosen to be purified).
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How do we ecarn the privileg

be
Lo be among the LAl ?

Lessons from Surah az-Zumar.
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Two mistakes or traps in which we
might compromise our Ikhlas (sincerity).

Lessons from Surah az-Zumar.
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Mistake / Trap I:

Allributing what we have to other than Allah

And when adversity touches man. he calls upon his Lord. turning to Him [alone]: then when
e bestows on him a favor from Himself. he forgets Him whom he called upon before. and
he altributes to Allah equals to mislead [people] from His way. (az-Zumar 39:8)

And when adversity touches man, he calls upon Us: then when We bestow on him a
favor from Us, he says. "I have only been given it because of [my] knowledge.”
Rather, it is a trial, but most of them do not know. (az-Zumar 39:49)
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Mistake / Trap I:

Allributing what we have to other than Allah

And when adversity touches man. he calls upon his Lord. turning to Him [alone]: then when
e bestows on him a favor from Himself. he forgets Him whom he called upon before. and
he altributes Lo Allah equals Lo mislead [people| from His way. (az-Zumar 39:8)

And when adversity touches man, he calls upon Us: then when We bestow on him a
favor from Us, he says. "I have only been given it because of [my] knowledge.”
Rather, it is a trial, but most of them do not know. (az-Zumar 39:49)
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Mistake / Trap 1: Attributing what we have to other than Allah

y

Syaitan tempts us do Shirk.,

Doing Shirk automatically
invalidales all of someone’s deeds.
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And it was already revealed to you and to those before
you Lhal if you should associate [anything]| with Allah.
vour work would surely become worthless, and you
would surely be among Lthe losers.

laz-Zumar 39:65]
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Do not confuse
the Source of Power (Allah),
with the power cable
(which is just the conduit).
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When we rely on people.
more than we rely on Allah.
we will adjust our behaviours or
our behaviours are conditioned
to actually please others rather
than pleasing onlyAllah.
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ME

Then from the farthest end of the cily a man came. rushing. He
advised. "O my people! Follow the messengers. Follow those who

r . 1
ask no reward of you. and are rightly

"But they killed

. 1 :
him. then he was

Paradise!” He saic

ouided. (Ya Seen 36:20-21)

O

old "by the angels1, “Enter

I only my peop

e knew of how my Lord has

lorgiven me. and made me one of the honourable.” (Ya Seen 36:26-27)
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A test of Ikhlas is the willingness
to do something that is right.
cven when it is uncomfortable.

(at the minimum level)
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We should be able (o relate
whatl we learn in the Quran
to our day-to-day context.
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Mistake / Trap 2: Pursuing or having our heart attached to false gods
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taghut. lest they worship it. and

them are good tidings. SO give

oood tidings to My servants

laz-Zumar 39:17]
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Mistake / Trap 2: Pursuing or having our heart attached to false gods

Taghul - false gods
(ie: beauty, money, power, love, popularity)

Anything that you pursue that may cause you
to prioritise it over Allah.
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The mistakes we make
sometimes are subtle torms

of Shirk and more dilficult
to delect.
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In this day and age. one of the
lalse gods is the need for
popularity and self-atfirmation.
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We need to do a self-diagnostic
test and understand our weaknesses,
because Lhis is the main door
for Syaitan to enter.
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Recap:

S‘YNe for the u,og,ad@/

Mukhliseen /\ Mukhlaseen
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The overall war stralegy is
we have to strive to be Mukhliseen
so that Allah picks us to be Mukhlaseen.
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Recap:

Two mistakes or traps in which we might
compromise our Ikhlas (sincerity).

Lessons from Surah az-Zumar.

Mistake / Trap 1: Attributing what we have to other than Allah

Mistake / Trap 2: Pursuing or having our hearts attached to
false gods
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OUt“ne

2.

Svaitan’s Tactical Method

How he mislead us through our Agl and Nafs
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Then I will come Lo them [rom belore them and [rom
behind them and on their right and on their left. and You
will not find most of them grateful [to Youl.

lal-A’raf 7:17]
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How Syaitan mislead us:

|
By calling to us

Wpl us
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How Syaitan mislead us; by calling to us

But I had no authority over you except that
[ invited you, and you responded to me. So do not
blame me: but blame yourselves...

[Ibrahim 14:22]
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How Syaitan mislead us:

2.
He makes us forget

Wpl us
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How Syaitan mislead us; he makes us forget
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He said. "Did you see when we retired to the rock? Indeed. | forgot
[there] the fish. And none made me forgel it excepl Satan - thal |
should mention it. And il took ils course into the sea amazingly.”

[al-Kahf 18:63]
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He makes us forget about time.

Wpl us
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e makes us forget
to apply the Quran
in moments that matter.
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He makes us forget aboul an issue
or deprioritise an issue when it is
still an obligation.

For example, the Palestinian issue.
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He makes us complacent in our
individual Ibadah. and we neglecl
our responsibility to the community.
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How Syaitan mislead us:

3.
He makes our mind wander

Wpl us
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How Syaitan mislead us; he makes our mind wander

"When the call for p
that he may not h

rayer is made. Satan takes to his heels passing wind so
car the Adhan and when the call is finished he comes

back. and when the Igama is pronounced. Satan again takes to his heels.

and when the Igam

a is finished he comes back again and tries to interfere

with the person and his thoughts and say. "Remember this and that (which

he has not though

L of belore the prayer)”. Lill the praying person forgets
how much he has prayed...

[Sahih al-Bukhari 1231]

Wpl u
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When we do Ibadah.
he makes our mind wander.
SO our hearts are disconnected.
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How Syaitan mislead us:

4.
He makes us
completely lose our restraint

Wpl u
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How Syaitan mislead us; he makes us completely lose our restraint
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~And the one from his faction called for help to him against

from his enemy, so Moses struck him and [unintentionally| Kil

the one

led him.

IMoses| said, "This is from the work of Satan. Indeed. he is a

manifest. misleading enemy.”

[al-Qasas 28:15]
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How Syaitan mislead us:

D.

He uses our fear or
he makes us afraid

Wpl us
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How Syaitan mislead us; He uses our fear or he makes us afraid
47 29714 t“{f‘) ""‘-E' 7
3{9 20 &LJ) N 36 (Q‘J L:.J\
() 2 Al
@ fv{d 9 p-b_?

That is only Satan who frightens [you] of his supporters
So fear them not, but fear Me, if you are [indeed] believers.

[al-Qasas 28:15]
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Recap:

low Syaitan mislead us:

l.By calling to us.

2. By making us forgel.

3.By making our minds wander.
4.By making us lose our restraint.
5>.By using our lear.
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Pf.‘;
Which one is stronger?

Our Aql (reasoning)
or our Hawa (Nafs or desire)?
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The main strategy is
to work on these twos:

Our Aql (reasoning)
+ Our Hawa (Nafs or desire)
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We need to work

on achieving this ©~~ T\

level of Hawa )
Nafs al Mutmainnah

The purest level
Ditferent levels of purity for

Hawa Nafs al Lawwaamah
(NafS Or deSil‘Q) The middle level

Nafs al Ammarah

The lowestl level
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[[ we
Lhe

We need to work

on achieving this ©~~ T\

level of Hawa

Nafs al Mutmainnah
The purest level

purify our souls and try to attain

purest level of Hawa, then it is

ooing to be a lol harder for Syaitan to

cnter us or to influence us.
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We need to work

on achieving this ©~~ T\

level of Hawa )
Nafs al Mutmainnah

The purest level

When we no longer desire what is bad
for us, then it's very, very difficult
l[or Syaitan to gel Lo us.
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We need Lo strengthen
our Aql (reasoning)
so that it is always present
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We need Lo Strengthen
our Aql (reasoning)

with knowledge
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We need Lo Strengthen
our Aql (reasoning)

with knowledge

But knowledge
can also fail you

Wpl u
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Knowledge is important. but
knowledge alone'is not enough.
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We also need to Strengthen
our Aql (reasoning)

with better mindshare
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<0 PONde,

What does your mind spend time
thinking about in a day?
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[ our mindshare is as much as
possible taken up by Allah SWT, then
we are going to be thinking about
Allah SWT. in every thing that you do.
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Solah, Adhkar, and the Quran

These are all
quality mindshare.

Wpl u
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Solah, Adhkar, and the Quran

These are all aboul

the quality of our connection
with Allah SWT.
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

[
He makes us do Shirik or Kufur

Wpl u
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

2.
He makes us do Bid'ah (innovation)

Wpl u
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

3.
[HHe makes us do major sins

Wpl us
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

4
He makes us do minor sins

Wpl u
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

D.

He makes us do thmgs
that are discouraged
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

0.
He makes us waste time

Wpl us
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Syaitan’s tactics
(mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

7
He makes us choose to do
the lesser of two good deeds



The Sunday Sessions

THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Basically, he's a bad guy!

He will gel every
single victory that he can get.

So we have to be smarter.
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OUt“ne

3.

Expanding on Surah Baqgarah:208

“Do not follow the footsteps of Syaitan”



The Sunday Sessions

THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely
land perfectly] and do not follow the foolsteps of Satan.
Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.

lal-Bagarah 2:208)]
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What were the steps
that Syaitan took?

Wpl us
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And We have certainly createc

lhuman] form. Then We saic
they prostrated, except |

you. [O mankind]. and given you

LO |

e angels, "Prostrate to Adam™: so

or |

blees. He was not of those who

prostrated. (al-A'raf 7:11)

[Allah] said, "Whatl prevented you from prostrating when | commanded
yvou? " [Satan] said, "I am better than him. You created me from fire and
created him from clay li.e., earth].” (al-A'raf 7:12)

Wpl u



The Sunday Sessions

THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Syaitan’s footsteps: 1

[He was expecting that
Allah's command had to
make sense to him before obeying.
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When we are
questioning Allah’s Command.
we are questioning Allah.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

~ »

"We hear, and we obey

Wpl us
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Syaitan’s footsteps: 2

He selt-rationalize
and justities his sin.

Wpl u
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

And We have certainly createc

lhuman] form. Then We saic
they prostrated, except |

you. [O mankind]. and given you

LO |

e angels, "Prostrate to Adam™: so

or |

blees. He was not of those who

prostrated. (al-A'raf 7:11)

[Allah] said, "Whatl prevented you from prostrating when | commanded
yvou? " [Satan] said, "I am better than him. You created me from fire and
created him from clay li.e., earth].” (al-A'raf 7:12)

Wpl u
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Justitying or self-rationalizing the sin
is another sin on top of the first sin.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Syaitan’s footsteps: 3

He bDlames Allah for his sin

Wpl us
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

[Satan] said, "Because You have pul me in error, | will surely sil in
wail for them [i.e.. mankind] on Your straight path. (al-A'raf 7:15)

Then I will come to them from before them and from behind them and

on their right and on their lefl. and You will not find most of them
orateful [Lo Youl.” (al-A'raf 7:16)

Wpl u
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Most of us don't blame
Allah, bul we still blame
olhers or the situaltion.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Syaitan’s footsteps: 4

[He has Hasad (envy) on us

Wpl us
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

[Satan] said, "Because You have pul me in error, I will surely sit in
wail for them [i.e.. mankind] on Your straight path. (al-A'raf 7:15)

Then | will come to them from before them and from behind them and
on their 1‘ight and on their left. and You will not find most of them

orateful [Lo Youl.” (al-A'raf 7:16)

Wpl u
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Some people do things that
destroy themselves.

They are on a path to self-destruction.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Worse is when they want other
pecople to also be on the same path
to make themselves feel better.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

Syaitan’s footsteps: 5

He turned his back on the potential of
Allah’s forgiveness.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

There is no sin bigger than
Allah’s capacily to forgive
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

[n Surah Sad. Allah mentioned Prophets
who made mistakes but who also
constantly turned back.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

This is a way to make sure
that even if Syaitan did win once.
he will nol win again and again.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

As people who are on this path
of trying Lo acquire knowledge
and trying to be the people of Tagwa.
it’'s very important not to be complacent.
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THE DEVIL'S WEAK TRICKS: HOW TO OVERCOME
SYAITAN'S WHISPERS & WIN AGAINST HIM

When we are serious about this path.
that is when we oel allacked more.
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	Mistake / Trap 1: Attributing what we have to other than Allah
	And when adversity touches man, he calls upon his Lord, turning to Him [alone]; then when He bestows on him a favor from Himself, he forgets Him whom he called upon before, and he attributes to Allāh equals to mislead [people] from His way. (az-Zumar 39:8)
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	Mistake / Trap 1: Attributing what we have to other than Allah

	Syaitan tempts us do Shirk.  = Doing Shirk automatically invalidates all of someone's deeds.
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	And it was already revealed to you and to those before you that if you should associate [anything] with Allāh, your work would surely become worthless, and you would surely be among the losers.
	[az-Zumar 39:65]
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	Do not confuse the Source of Power (Allah), with the power cable (which is just the conduit).
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	A test of Ikhlas is the willingness to do something that is right, even when it is uncomfortable.
	(at the minimum level)
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	We should be able to relate what we learn in the Quran to our day-to-day context.
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	Mistake / Trap 2: Pursuing or having our heart attached to false gods

	But those who have avoided tāghūt, lest they worship it, and turned back to Allāh - for them are good tidings. So give good tidings to My servants
	[az-Zumar 39:17]
	The Sunday Sessions

	Mistake / Trap 2: Pursuing or having our heart attached to false gods

	Taghut = false gods (ie: beauty, money, power, love, popularity)
	Anything that you pursue that may cause you to prioritise it over Allah.
	The Sunday Sessions

	The mistakes we make sometimes are subtle forms  of Shirk and more difficult to detect.
	The Sunday Sessions

	In this day and age, one of the false gods is the need for popularity and self-affirmation.
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	We need to do a self-diagnostic  test and understand our weaknesses, because this is the main door  for Syaitan to enter.
	The Sunday Sessions
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	Recap:
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	Then I will come to them from before them and from behind them and on their right and on their left, and You will not find most of them grateful [to You]."
	[al-A’raf 7:17]
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	How Syaitan mislead us:

	1. By calling to us
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us; by calling to us

	...But I had no authority over you except that  I invited you, and you responded to me. So do not blame me; but blame yourselves...
	[Ibrahim 14:22]
	The Sunday Sessions

	How Syaitan mislead us:

	2. He makes us forget
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us; he makes us forget

	He said, "Did you see when we retired to the rock? Indeed, I forgot [there] the fish. And none made me forget it except Satan - that I should mention it. And it took its course into the sea amazingly."
	[al-Kahf 18:63]
	The Sunday Sessions

	He makes us forget about time.
	The Sunday Sessions

	He makes us forget to apply the Quran in moments that matter.
	The Sunday Sessions

	He makes us forget about an issue or deprioritise an issue when it is still an obligation.
	For example, the Palestinian issue.
	The Sunday Sessions

	He makes us complacent in our individual Ibadah, and we neglect  our responsibility to the community.
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us:

	3. He makes our mind wander
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us; he makes our mind wander

	"When the call for prayer is made, Satan takes to his heels passing wind so that he may not hear the Adhan and when the call is finished he comes back, and when the Iqama is pronounced, Satan again takes to his heels, and when the Iqama is finished he comes back again and tries to interfere with the person and his thoughts and say, "Remember this and that (which he has not thought of before the prayer)", till the praying person forgets how much he has prayed...
	[Sahih al-Bukhari 1231]
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	When we do Ibadah, he makes our mind wander, so our hearts are disconnected.
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us:

	4. He makes us completely lose our restraint
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us; he makes us completely lose our restraint

	...And the one from his faction called for help to him against the one from his enemy, so Moses struck him and [unintentionally] killed him. [Moses] said, "This is from the work of Satan. Indeed, he is a manifest, misleading enemy."
	[al-Qasas 28:15]
	The Sunday Sessions

	How Syaitan mislead us:

	5. He uses our fear or he makes us afraid
	The Sunday Sessions
	How Syaitan mislead us; He uses our fear or he makes us afraid

	That is only Satan who frightens [you] of his supporters. So fear them not, but fear Me, if you are [indeed] believers.
	[al-Qasas 28:15]
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	How Syaitan mislead us:

	By calling to us.
	By making us forget.
	By making our minds wander.
	By making us lose our restraint.
	By using our fear.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Ask ourselves

	Which one is stronger?
	Our Aql (reasoning) or our Hawa (Nafs or desire)?
	The Sunday Sessions

	The main strategy is to work on these two;
	Our Aql (reasoning) + Our Hawa (Nafs or desire)
	The Sunday Sessions
	Different levels of purity for
	We need to work on achieving this level of Hawa

	Nafs al Mutmainnah
	The purest level

	Hawa (Nafs or desire)
	Nafs al Lawwaamah
	The middle level
	Nafs al Ammarah

	The lowest level
	The Sunday Sessions
	We need to work on achieving this level of Hawa
	Nafs al Mutmainnah

	The purest level

	If we purify our souls and try to attain the purest level of Hawa, then it is going to be a lot harder for Syaitan to enter us or to influence us.
	The Sunday Sessions
	We need to work on achieving this level of Hawa
	Nafs al Mutmainnah
	The purest level

	When we no longer desire what is bad for us, then it’s very, very difficult for Syaitan to get to us.
	The Sunday Sessions

	We need to strengthen our Aql (reasoning) so that it is always present
	The Sunday Sessions

	We need to strengthen our Aql (reasoning)
	with knowledge
	The Sunday Sessions


	We need to strengthen our Aql (reasoning)
	with knowledge
	But knowledge can also fail you

	The Sunday Sessions

	Knowledge is important, but knowledge alone is not enough.
	The Sunday Sessions

	We also need to strengthen our Aql (reasoning)
	with better mindshare
	The Sunday Sessions

	To ponder

	What does your mind spend time thinking about in a day?
	The Sunday Sessions

	If our mindshare is as much as possible taken up by Allah SWT, then we are going to be thinking about Allah SWT, in every thing that you do.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Solah, Adhkar, and the Quran

	These are all quality mindshare.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Solah, Adhkar, and the Quran

	These are all about the quality of our connection with Allah SWT.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	1. He makes us do Shirik or Kufur
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	2. He makes us do Bid’ah (innovation)
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	3. He makes us do major sins
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	4. He makes us do minor sins
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	5. He makes us do things that are discouraged
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	6. He makes us waste time
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s tactics (mentioned by Imam at-Tabari):

	7. He makes us choose to do the lesser of two good deeds
	The Sunday Sessions
	Basically, he’s a bad guy!

	He will get every single victory that he can get.
	So we have to be smarter.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Outline

	3.
	Expanding on Surah Baqarah:208
	“Do not follow the footsteps of Syaitan”
	The Sunday Sessions


	O you who have believed, enter into Islām completely [and perfectly] and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.
	[al-Baqarah 2:208]
	The Sunday Sessions

	What were the steps that Syaitan took?
	The Sunday Sessions

	And We have certainly created you, [O mankind], and given you [human] form. Then We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam"; so they prostrated, except for Iblees. He was not of those who prostrated. (al-A’raf 7:11)
	[Allāh] said, "What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded you?" [Satan] said, “I am better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay [i.e., earth]." (al-A’raf 7:12)
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s footsteps: 1

	He was expecting that Allah's command had to make sense to him before obeying.
	The Sunday Sessions

	When we are questioning Allah’s Command, we are questioning Allah.
	The Sunday Sessions

	“We hear, and we obey”
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s footsteps: 2

	He self-rationalize and justifies his sin.
	The Sunday Sessions

	And We have certainly created you, [O mankind], and given you [human] form. Then We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam"; so they prostrated, except for Iblees. He was not of those who prostrated. (al-A’raf 7:11)
	[Allāh] said, "What prevented you from prostrating when I commanded you?" [Satan] said, “I am better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay [i.e., earth]." (al-A’raf 7:12)
	The Sunday Sessions

	Justifying or self-rationalizing the sin is another sin on top of the first sin.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s footsteps: 3

	He blames Allah for his sin
	The Sunday Sessions

	[Satan] said, “Because You have put me in error, I will surely sit in wait for them [i.e., mankind] on Your straight path. (al-A’raf 7:15)
	Then I will come to them from before them and from behind them and on their right and on their left, and You will not find most of them grateful [to You]." (al-A’raf 7:16)
	The Sunday Sessions

	Most of us don’t blame Allah, but we still blame others or the situation.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s footsteps: 4

	He has Hasad (envy) on us
	The Sunday Sessions

	[Satan] said, “Because You have put me in error, I will surely sit in wait for them [i.e., mankind] on Your straight path. (al-A’raf 7:15)
	Then I will come to them from before them and from behind them and on their right and on their left, and You will not find most of them grateful [to You]." (al-A’raf 7:16)
	The Sunday Sessions

	Some people do things that destroy themselves.
	They are on a path to self-destruction.
	The Sunday Sessions

	Worse is when they want other people to also be on the same path to make themselves feel better.
	The Sunday Sessions
	Syaitan’s footsteps: 5

	He turned his back on the potential of Allah's forgiveness.
	The Sunday Sessions

	There is no sin bigger than Allah’s capacity to forgive
	The Sunday Sessions

	In Surah Sad, Allah mentioned Prophets who made mistakes but who also constantly turned back.
	The Sunday Sessions

	This is a way to make sure that even if Syaitan did win once, he will not win again and again.
	The Sunday Sessions

	As people who are on this path of trying to acquire knowledge and trying to be the people of Taqwa, it's very important not to be complacent.
	The Sunday Sessions

	When we are serious about this path, that is when we get attacked more.

