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PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Rhinebeck Residence demonstrates how a carefully
designed addition can fundamentally transform the

experience of a home without overwhelming its original
character. Located on a wooded property in Rhinebeck,

New York, the project expands an existing residence
through the introduction of a vaulted living addition,

selective interior reconfiguration, and enhanced
connections to the surrounding landscape.
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ADDITION AS AN ARCHITECTURAL GESTURE

The design begins with a straightforward architectural premise: to create a more generous and light-filled living environment while
preserving the scale and simplicity of the existing home. Rather than pursuing a large or visually dominant expansion, the addition extends
the primary living spaces through a clear architectural gesture that feels naturally connected to the original structure.
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VAULTED ADDITION

A new vaulted volume forms the heart of the project. Large glazed openings frame views of the surrounding property and draw daylight
deep into the interior. This living area creates a sense of openness that contrasts with the more compact dimensions of the original house
while establishing a strong visual relationship with the outdoors. The addition serves as both a gathering space and an observation point,
allowing the landscape to become an active part of daily life.
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REMODELING

The interior renovation is equally important to the project's success. Existing spaces were reorganized to improve flow between the
kitchen, dining, and living areas, creating a more cohesive and social floor plan. Interior perspectives and sectional studies emphasize the
continuity achieved through the new vaulted ceilings, integrated cabinetry, and uninterrupted sightlines between rooms.

The kitchen becomes a focal point within the renovated plan, positioned as part of a larger open living environment rather than a
separate room. New workstations, built-in storage, and carefully considered finishes contribute to a contemporary yet understated
character that complements the architecture rather than competing with it
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LIGHTING PLAN
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ROOF FRAMING PLAN
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EXTERIOR DESIGN

Exteriorly, the project maintains a respectful relationship with the existing residence through aligned roof forms, restrained detailing, and
simple material transitions. New glazing and cladding introduce a contemporary layer while preserving the overall residential scale. The
architecture remains quiet and contextual, allowing the wooded site and topography to remain the dominant visual elements.
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SITE IMPROVEMENTS

Site improvements were developed alongside the architectural work, including an expanded deck, stormwater management measures,
and landscape-sensitive planning that minimizes disruption to the existing property. A rain garden and coordinated site strategy help
integrate the new construction within the natural environment while addressing practical drainage requirements.
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CONCLUSION

The project is ultimately defined by balance: between old and
new, openness and intimacy, architecture and landscape.
Through a restrained addition and thoughtful interior
transformation, the Rhinebeck Residence demonstrates how
strategic intervention can significantly improve the quality of
everyday living while maintaining the character and scale that
made the home meaningful to begin with.
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