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 Quranic recitation is
a sound-centred

journey, and how
sound becomes

meaning, and
meaning becomes
reflection, and the

act of reciting
becomes a deeply

enriching experience.
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When we listen to the Qur'an,
we perceive multiple layers of sound.

When listening to a Quran recitation at
the beginning of the session, some

Champs expressed how uplifting and
joyful it feels, while others commented

on the Tajweed, and some connected to
the meaning of the verses.

Layers of Sound
in the Quran
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What makes 
a melodic

recitation?
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Part One:

aaplus



aaplus

The Sound of 
Arabic Language

رٍۢ وَأُنثَىٰ ن ذَكَ نَـٰكُم مِّ لَقْ ـٰٓأَيُّهَا ٱلنَّاسُ إِنَّا خَ يَ

 ۚ ا۟ ارَفُوٓ تَعَ
آئِلَ لِ عُوبًۭا وَقَبَ لْنَـٰكُمْ شُ عَ وَجَ

O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a
female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that
you may ˹get to˺ know one another. (Al-Hujurat 49:13)

Timestamp:  7:20

For example, the highlighted letters do not exist in
some languages, like Malay. Hence, when we are

learning to recite the Qur'an, we are essentially
acquiring a new skill, particularly if we have not

previously spoken Arabic before. We develop the
ability to read and articulate Arabic phonetics.

https://quran.com/49/13
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Sound of 
Tajwid

رٍۢ وَأُنثَىٰ ن ذَكَ نَـٰكُم مِّ لَقْ ـٰٓأَيُّهَا ٱلنَّاسُ إِنَّا خَ يَ

 ۚ ا۟ ارَفُوٓ آئِلَ لِتَعَ عُوبًا وَقَبَ لْنَـٰكُمْ شُ عَ وَجَ

O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a
female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that
you may ˹get to˺ know one another. (Al-Hujurat 49:13)

Timestamp:  9:00

In Tajwid , there is elongation (Madd) and the application
of Ghunnah (nasal sound produced entirely from the

nasal cavity), among other rulings, which we don't
practice if we read a regular Arabic textbook. When

reciting the Qur'an, these Tajwid rulings must be followed
and applied, as they create the rhythm of Qur'an.

https://quran.com/49/13


 Sound anchors are parts in our recitation that
we naturally emphasise, whether we realise it

or not. Interestingly, anchors exist even in a
very basic recitation. 

If we listen to our recitation, we can identify
specific words that we tend to elevate or lower

in pitch, or a point in our reading where our
voices hold a bit more weight.
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Sound Anchors
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Sound of Arabic
Language 

+ 
Sound of Tajwid 

+ 
Sound Anchors 

= 
Natural Melody of
a person’s Quran

recitation
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When we start becoming more aware of the
sound anchors and intentionally utilise them,

the practice of melody recitation emerges.

These anchors are intentionally placed by the
reciter to express the meaning of the words.

Melodic
Recitation

Timestamp:  13:20
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ن ذَكَرٍ وَأُنثَىٰ نَـٰكُم مِّ لَقْ ـٰٓأَيُّهَا ٱلنَّاسُ إِنَّا خَ يَ

 ۚ ا۟ ارَفُوٓ آئِلَ لِتَعَ عُوبًا وَقَبَ لْنَـٰكُمْ شُ عَ وَجَ

O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a
female, and made you into peoples and tribes so that
you may ˹get to˺ know one another. (Al-Hujurat 49:13)

https://quran.com/49/13


To recite the Quran,
we must first learn

to enunciate the
Arabic letters well,
because the Quran
was revealed in the
Arabic Language. 

Timestamp:  14:30
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Step #1:



Once we pronounce
the letters correctly,

we need to apply
Tajwid, the set of

rules that governs
how each sound

should be recited in
the Quran. 

Timestamp:  14:44
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Step #2:



Once we’ve taken
care of the Tajwid,
it is time to look at
the meaning of the

verse.

From there, we ask
ourselves: 

“How can the
sound and melody
help to express the

meaning?”

Timestamp:  15:30
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Step #3:
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If you were the reciter, which
word would you naturally want

to emphasise for this Ayah?

مَ يَنظُرُ ا يَوْ يبً ابًا قَرِ ذَ رْنَـٰكُمْ عَ إِنَّآ أَنذَ

ولُ اهُ وَيَقُ تْ يَدَ مَ ا قَدَّ رْءُ مَ ٱلْمَ

تَنِى كُنتُ تُرَٰبًا رُ يَـٰلَيْ
ٱلْكَافِ

Indeed, We have warned you of an imminent
punishment—the Day every person will see
˹the consequences of˺ what their hands

have done, and the disbelievers will cry, 
“I wish I were dust.”  (An-Naba 78:40)

Timestamp:  15:46

https://quran.com/78/40


The 8 
Major Modes

(Maqam)
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Part Two:
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Maqamat are like melodic families,
each with its own tone, structure,

and emotional feel. 

Each Maqam carries a distinct emotional
flavour:

Some sound gentle and comforting,
Others sound intense and pleading,
Some feel majestic.
Others feels sad or reflective. 

Each Maqam
Has Its Own

Emotional Voice

Timestamp:  18:22
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Ajam
Nahawand

Hijaz
Kurd
Rast

Bayyati
Soba
Sikah

Timestamp:  18:50
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The 8 Major 
Modes (Maqamats) are:
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Ajam Mode

Timestamp:  19:20

Maqam of joyful and uplifting. It expresses
happiness, gratitude and closeness to Allah SWT.

Examples are verses about divine mercy and
answered prayers:

يبُ ۖ  أُجِ يبٌ نِّى قَرِ نِّى فَإِ ى عَ بَادِ
أَلَكَ عِ ا سَ إِذَ وَ

يبُوا۟ لِى تَجِ ۖ  فَلْيَسْ انِ عَ ا دَ اعِ إِذَ ةَ ٱلدَّ وَ عْ دَ

ونَ دُ لَّهُمْ يَرْشُ نُوا۟ بِى لَعَ
مِ ؤْ وَلْيُ

When My servants ask you ˹O Prophet˺ about Me: I am
truly near. I respond to one’s prayer when they call

upon Me. So let them respond ˹with obedience˺ to Me
and believe in Me, perhaps they will be guided ˹to the

Right Way˺. (Al-Baqarah 2:186)

https://quran.com/2/186
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Nahawand Mode

Timestamp:  24:40

Maqam of melancholic and reflective. It
expresses sadness, longing and hope.

Examples are verses about stories of struggles:

نَآ أَوْ أَن يَطْغَىٰ  لَيْ افُ أَن يَفْرُطَ عَ قَالَا رَبَّنَآ إِنَّنَا نَخَ

They both pleaded, “Our Lord! We fear that he may be
quick to harm us or act tyrannically.” (Ta-Ha 20:45)

عُ وَأَرَىٰ مَ آ أَسْ عَكُمَ افَآۖ  إِنَّنِى مَ قَالَ لَا تَخَ

Allah reassured ˹them˺, “Have no fear! I am with you,
hearing and seeing. (Ta-Ha 20:46)

https://quran.com/20/45
https://quran.com/20/46
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Hijaz Mode

Timestamp:  28:30

Maqam of intense and powerful. It expresses
urgency, reverence, warnings and divine power.

Examples are verses about reminders of
Judgement Day:

ا سٌۭ مَّ وا۟ ٱللَّهَ وَلْتَنظُرْ نَفْ نُوا۟ ٱتَّقُ ينَ ءَامَ ـٰٓأَيُّهَا ٱلَّذِ يَ

ا مَ
يرٌ بِ بِ نَّ ٱللَّهَ خَ

ۚ  إِ وا۟ ٱللَّهَ ۖ  وَٱتَّقُ دٍۢ تْ لِغَ مَ قَدَّ

لُونَ تَعْمَ

O believers! Be mindful of Allah and let every soul look
to what ˹deeds˺ it has sent forth for tomorrow.1 And

fear Allah, ˹for˺ certainly Allah is All-Aware of what you
do. (Al-Hashr 59:18)

https://quran.com/59/18
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Kurd Mode

Timestamp:  32:40

Maqam of solemn and introspective. It
expresses regret, humility and grief. Examples are

verses about lessons from mistakes:

ۥ كَيْفَ يَهُ رِ يُ
لْأَرْضِ لِ ثُ فِى ٱ رَابًا يَبْحَ فَبَعَثَ ٱللَّهُ غُ

زْتُ أَنْ جَ ىٰٓ أَعَ يْلَتَ ۚ  قَالَ يَـٰوَ يهِ ءَةَ أَخِ وْ يُوَٰرِى سَ

ىۖ  ءَةَ أَخِ وْ ىَ سَ
ا ٱلْغُرَابِ فَأُوَٰرِ ـٰذَ ثْلَ هَ أَكُونَ مِ

ينَ مِ نَ ٱلنَّـٰدِ
بَحَ مِ فَأَصْ

Then Allah sent a crow digging ˹a grave˺ in the ground
˹for a dead crow˺, in order to show him how to bury the

corpse of his brother. He cried, “Alas! Have I ˹even˺
failed to be like this crow and bury the corpse of my

brother?” So he became regretful. (Al-Hashr 5:31)

https://quran.com/5/31
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Rast Mode

Timestamp:  36:00

Maqam of majesty and triumph. It expresses
awe, grandeur and wonder. Examples are
verses about the creation of the universe:

لَـٰفِ
تِ لْأَرْضِ وَٱخْ ـٰوَٰتِ وَٱ مَ لْقِ ٱلسَّ نَّ فِى خَ

إِ

ـٰبِ لْأَلْبَ لِى ٱ لِّأُو۟ ٱلَّيْلِ وَٱلنَّهَارِ لَـَٔايَـٰتٍۢ 

Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the
earth and the alternation of the day and night

there are signs for people of reason. 
(Ali 'Imran3:190)

https://quran.com/3/190
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لَىٰ ا وَعَ ا وَقُعُودً ـٰمً يَ
ينَ يَذْكُرُونَ ٱللَّهَ قِ ٱلَّذِ

ـٰوَٰتِ مَ لْقِ ٱلسَّ يَتَفَكَّرُونَ فِى خَ مْ وَ
نُوبِهِ جُ

ـٰنَكَ بْحَ لًا سُ ا بَـٰطِ ـٰذَ لَقْتَ هَ ا خَ لْأَرْضِ رَبَّنَا مَ وَٱ

ابَ ٱلنَّارِ ذَ نَا عَ
فَقِ

˹They are˺ those who remember Allah while
standing, sitting, and lying on their sides, and
reflect on the creation of the heavens and the

earth ˹and pray˺, “Our Lord! You have not created
˹all of˺ this without purpose. Glory be to You!

Protect us from the torment of the Fire.
 (Ali 'Imran3:191)

https://quran.com/3/191
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Bayyati Mode

Timestamp:  39:40

Maqam of warm and devotional. It expresses
peace, nostalgia and trust. Examples are verses

about daily prayers or foundational verses:

يَّاكَ
ينِ )﻿﻿٤(﻿ إِ مِ ٱلدِّ وۡ  يَ

ـٰلِكِ يمِ )﻿﻿٣(﻿ مَ ـٰنِ ٱلرَّحِ مَ ﻿ ٱلرَّحۡ

ٲطَ رَ نَا ٱلصِّ دِ ينُ )﻿﻿٥(﻿  ٱهۡ تَعِ يَّاكَ نَسۡ
إِ بُدُ وَ نَعۡ

رِ يۡ مۡ غَ هِ لَيۡ تَ عَ مۡ ينَ أَنۡعَ ٲطَ ٱلَّذِ رَ
يمَ )﻿﻿٦(﻿ صِ تَقِ سۡ مُ

ٱلۡ

آلِّينَ )﻿﻿٧(﻿  مۡ وَلَا ٱلضَّ هِ لَيۡ وبِ عَ ضُ غۡ مَ
ٱلۡ

All praise is for Allah—Lord of all worlds, the Most
Compassionate, Most Merciful, Master of the Day of

Judgment. You ˹alone˺ we worship and You ˹alone˺ we ask
for help. Guide us along the Straight Path, the Path of

those You have blessed—not those You are displeased
with, or those who are astray. (Al-Fatiha 1:1-7)

https://quran.com/1
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Soba Mode

Timestamp:  42:50

Maqam of deep sorrow. It expresses grief,
lamentation and yearning. Examples are verses

about emotional supplications:

ىٓ إِلَى ٱللَّهِ
زْنِ كُوا۟ بَثِّى وَحُ آ أَشْ قَالَ إِنَّمَ

ونَ لَمُ ا لَا تَعْ نَ ٱللَّهِ مَ
لَمُ مِ وَأَعْ

He replied, “I complain of my anguish and
sorrow only to Allah, and I know from Allah what

you do not know. (Yusuf 12:86)

https://quran.com/12/86
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Sikah Mode

Timestamp:  45:30

Maqam of mysterious and contemplative. It
expresses wonder, reflection and intimacy. Examples

are verses about calls to reflect on creation:

آءِ مَ إِلَى ٱلسَّ تۡ )﻿﻿١٧(﻿ وَ لِقَ فَ خُ يۡ أَفَلَا يَنظُرُونَ إِلَى ٱلۡإِبِلِ ڪَ

إِلَى تۡ )﻿﻿١٩(﻿ وَ بَ
فَ نُصِ يۡ بَالِ كَ

إِلَى ٱلۡجِ تۡ )﻿﻿١٨(﻿ وَ عَ
فَ رُفِ يۡ ڪَ

رٌ۬ )﻿﻿٢١(﻿ ڪِّ ذَ آ أَنتَ مُ رۡ إِنَّمَ تۡ )﻿﻿٢٠(﻿ فَذَكِّ حَ
طِ فَ سُ يۡ ضِ كَ ٱلۡأَرۡ

رٍ )﻿﻿٢٢(﻿  طِ يۡ صَ مُ
م بِ هِ لَيۡ تَ عَ لَّسۡ

Do they not ever reflect on camels—how they were
˹masterfully˺ created; and the sky—how it was raised

˹high˺; and the mountains—how they were firmly set up;
and the earth—how it was levelled out? So, ˹continue to˺

remind ˹all, O Prophet˺, for your duty is only to remind.
You are not ˹there˺ to compel them ˹to believe˺. 

(Al-Ghashiyah 88:17-22)

https://quran.com/88/17-22
https://quran.com/88/17-22


May our
intention to
beautify the

words of Allah
SWT earn us

 His Pleasure!
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