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My Master, send blessings and peace, always and forever, upon Your beloved, the best
of all creation.
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Chapter I
LOVE AND ITS COMPLAINT
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1. Is it from remembering the neighbours at Dhu Salam that you mixed tears —
flowing from an eye — with blood?
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2. Oris it that the wind blew towards you from the direction of Kazima, and lightning
flashed in the darkness from Idam?
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3. Then what is wrong with your eyes, that if you say "stop" they pour all the more?
And what is wrong with your heart, that if you say "come to your senses" it only sinks
deeper?
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4. Does the lovesick man imagine that love can stay hidden, when it lies between
something flowing from him and something ablaze?
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5. Were it not for passion, you would not have poured out tears over an abandoned
campsite, nor lain awake at the memory of the ban tree and the mountain.
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6. So how can you deny a love, after witnesses have testified against you — the upright
witnesses of tears and of sickness?
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7. And passion has inscribed two lines — of tears and of wasting — like the yellow
bahar and the red ‘anam upon your cheeks.
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8. Yes — the phantom of the one I love travelled to me by night and robbed me of sleep.
Love intercepts every pleasure with pain.
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9. O you who blame me for this ‘Udhri love — accept my apology; had you been fair,
you would not have blamed me at all.
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10. May my condition pass you by. My secret is not hidden from the slanderers, nor is
my sickness going to be cut short.
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11. You have given me pure and sincere advice — but I do not hear it. The lover is deaf
to those who reproach him.
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12. I have even accused the counsel of grey hair when it reproached me — and grey
hair, in its counsel, is the furthest thing from suspicion.




Chapter I1
A WARNING AGAINST THE CAPRICES OF THE SELF

13. For my soul, which commands to evil, took no heed — out of its ignorance of the
warning of grey hair and old age.
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14. Nor did it prepare, from beautiful deeds, any hospitality for the guest who
descended upon my head without the least shame.




15. Had I known that I would not honour him, I would have concealed with katam-dye
the secret he disclosed to me.
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16. Who is there for me, to turn back its bolting waywardness — as the bolting of
horses is turned back by the bit?
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17. So do not seek to break its appetite by sinning — food only strengthens the appetite
of the glutton.
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18. The soul is like an infant: neglect him and he grows up still loving to nurse; wean
him, and he is weaned.
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19. So turn away its desire, and beware of giving it charge — for desire, whenever it is
put in charge, either kills or maims.
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20. And watch over it while it grazes among good deeds; and if it finds the pasture
sweet, do not let it graze on.




-~

G . F ‘o‘/; °/ St }. Pl ﬁ/"i /° i&./ “ & e
ANV S-SR PN Y OVEPI S A (R UCAE

21. How many a deadly pleasure has it made to seem beautiful to a man — while he
did not know that the poison was in the fat.
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22. And fear the hidden schemes of both hunger and fullness — for many a state of
starvation is worse than indigestion.
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23. Empty out the tears from an eye that has filled itself with forbidden things — and
keep strictly to the regimen of remorse.
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24. Oppose the soul and Satan, and disobey them both. And if they offer you the purest
sincere advice — suspect it.
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25. Obey neither of them, whether as adversary or as arbitrator — for you know well
the cunning of the adversary and of the judge.
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26. I ask Allah's forgiveness for words without deeds — by them I have ascribed
offspring to one who is barren.
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27. I commanded you to good, but did not follow it myself; I was not upright — so
what is my saying to you, "Be upright"?
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28. Nor did I lay up any supererogatory provision before death; I prayed nothing but
the obligatory, and I did not fast.




Chapter III
IN PRAISE OF THE PROPHET I
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29. I have wronged the way of the one who brought the darkness to life — until his feet
complained of the hurt of their swelling.
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30. And out of hunger he bound tight his inward parts, and folded beneath stones a
flank whose skin was delicately nurtured.
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31. And the towering mountains of gold sought to seduce him away from himself — so
he showed them what true loftiness is.
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32. And his need only confirmed his renunciation of the world — for necessity does not
overpower those whom Allah protects.
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33. And how could need summon to this world the one but for whom the world would
never have emerged from non-existence?

.- e o o 0L At o2l 0no S, g2
2 5 O oD T oy oY s

34. Muhammad, master of both worlds, of both weighty races, and of both parties —
Arab and non-Arab.
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35. Our Prophet, who commands and forbids — and none is more truthful than he in
saying "no," nor in saying "yes."
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36. He is the Beloved whose intercession is hoped for against every terror that comes
crashing in.
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37. He called to Allah; so those who hold fast to him are holding fast to a rope that will
never snap.
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38. He surpassed the prophets in outward form and in inward character; and they did
not approach him in knowledge or in nobility.
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39. And every one of them seeks from the Messenger of Allah a scoop from his ocean
or a sip from his steady rain.
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40. And they stand before him, each at his own limit — at a dot of knowledge, or a
vowel-mark of wisdom.
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41. Heis the one whose meaning was complete, and whose form was complete; then
the Creator of souls chose him as His beloved.
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42. Heis exalted above having any partner in his excellences — the very essence of
beauty in him is indivisible.
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43. Leave aside what the Christians claimed about their prophet; then judge as you
will in praising him, and pronounce freely.
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44. Ascribe to his person whatever nobility you wish; ascribe to his rank whatever
greatness you wish.
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45. For the excellence of the Messenger of Allah has no limit that any speaker with a
mouth could express.

46. Had his signs matched his rank in greatness, his very name, when called upon,
would revive decayed bones.
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47. He did not test us with what would exhaust our intellects — out of his concern for
us — so we neither doubted nor were bewildered.
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48. Grasping his meaning has exhausted all creation; and none is seen, near or far,
who is not left speechless before it.
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49. Like the sun, which appears small to the eyes from afar, yet blinds the gaze from
close at hand.
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50. And how could a sleeping people, contenting themselves with dreams of him,
grasp his reality in this world?
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51. The furthest our knowledge reaches concerning him is that he is a man — and that
he is the best of all Allah's creation.
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52. And every sign the noble messengers brought — it reached them only from his
light.




53. For he is the sun of excellence, and they are its planets, displaying its lights to
people in the darkness.
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54. How noble the form of a prophet, adorned by character — wrapped in beauty,
marked by a smiling countenance!
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55. Like a flower in delicacy, the full moon in loftiness, the ocean in generosity, and
time itself in resolve.
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56. It is as though, alone as he is, from his sheer majesty he were amid an army and a
retinue whenever you meet him.
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57. As though the hidden pearl within its shell came from the twin mines of his speech
and his smile.
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58. No perfume equals the earth that holds his bones. Blessed is the one who breathes
its scent, or presses his lips to it.







Chapter IV
HIS BLESSED BIRTH
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59. His birth made plain the purity of his origin — what a pure beginning, and what a
pure ending!
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60. A day on which the Persians perceived that they had been warned of the descent of
hardship and retribution.
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61. And the hall of Chosroes passed the night split apart — like the unity of Chosroes'
people, never to be rejoined.
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62. And the fire, its breath extinguished from grief over it; and the river, its eye grown
forgetful from sorrow.
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63. And it grieved Sawa that its lake sank away, and its water-carrier was turned
back in rage, parched with thirst.
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64. As though the fire had taken on the water's wetness out of grief; and the water had
taken on the fire's burning.
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65. And the jinn were calling out, and lights were blazing, and the truth was
appearing — in meaning and in word.
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66. They were blinded and deafened: the proclamations of glad tidings went unheard,
and the flashing warning went unwatched.
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67. And this after their own soothsayers had told the peoples that their crooked
religion would not stand.
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68. And after they had seen with their own eyes, on the horizon, flames hurtling down
— matching what fell on earth of idols.
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69. Until, from the road of revelation, one routed devil went fleeing on the heels of
another.




70. In their flight they were like the champions of Abraha — or like an army pelted
with pebbles from his blessed palms.
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71. Flung out after glorifying Allah within them — as the glorifier was flung from the
belly of the one that swallowed him.




Chapter V
HIS MIRACLES
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72. The trees came at his call, prostrating — walking to him upon a trunk, with no feet.
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73. As though they had ruled a line for the exquisite calligraphy their branches wrote
along the middle of the road.
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74. Like the cloud, travelling wherever he travelled, shielding him from the burning
heat of the midday furnace.
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75. I swear by the moon that was split: it bears to his heart a kinship that makes my
oath a true one.
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76. And by what the cave held of goodness and generosity — while every disbelieving
eye was blind to it.
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77. Truth itself was in the cave, and the Ever-Truthful — and neither stirred; while
they were saying, "There is no one in the cave at all."




F s T 1w o 08 g s

78. They supposed that dove and spider would not weave or hover over the best of
creation.

| -
-

vw‘ e JE 353 UJ,\M e % aieUnd 02 &S A 4G,

-

79. Allah's protection dispensed with layered coats of mail and with lofty fortresses.




TR L R (TP
o2 d Dl S Y] ® 4 Spnalls Wi A Sl

80. Never did time impose a hardship on me, and I sought his protection, but that I
obtained from him a protection no wrong could reach.
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81. Nor did I seek the riches of the two abodes from his hand, but that I received the
bounty from the best of those from whom gifts are received.
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82. Do not deny that revelation came through his visions — he has a heart that does
not sleep when the eyes sleep.
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83. And that was at the coming-of-age of his prophethood, so the state of one who
dreams is not to be denied in it.
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84. Blessed be Allah! Revelation is not something earned, and no prophet is under
suspicion concerning the unseen.
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85. How many a chronic sickness his palm healed by a touch; and how many it freed
from the noose of madness.
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86. And his call brought the white year to life, until it rivalled a blaze on the brow of
the dark ages.
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87. With a broad cloud that gave freely, until you would think the valleys held a
torrent from the sea, or the flood of the dam.




Chapter VI
THE NOBILITY OF THE QUR'AN
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88. Leave me to my describing of signs of his that appeared as the fire of hospitality
appears by night upon a high peak.
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89. For the pearl grows more beautiful when strung — and loses nothing of its worth
unstrung.
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90. So how can the hopes of praise stretch their necks towards the nobility of
character and disposition that is in him?
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91. Signs of truth from the All-Merciful: brought into time, yet beginningless — the
attribute of the One described with beginninglessness.
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92. They are joined to no time, yet they tell us of the Return, and of ‘Ad, and of Iram.
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93. They have endured with us, and so surpassed every miracle of the prophets —
which came, and did not endure.




- &
- o {°~°: s - {':. -:U /’q:. ? /.°.~c’: //. ‘li P o

94. Perfected, they leave no doubt for the contentious, and they seek no arbiter.
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95. They were never warred upon but that the bitterest of enemies came back from
that war in ruin, casting down his arms in surrender.
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96. Their eloquence turned back the claim of any who would rival them, as the jealous
man turns the offender's hand from his womenfolk.
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97. They have meanings like the waves of the sea in their unceasing supply — and
above its jewels in beauty and in worth.
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98. Their wonders are neither counted nor numbered, and however much they are
repeated they never breed weariness.
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99. The eye of their reciter was cooled by them, and I said to him: you have seized the
rope of Allah — so hold fast.
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100. Ifyou recite them in fear of the heat of the blazing Fire, you will have quenched
that heat with their cold water.
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101. As though they were the Basin, at which the faces of sinners are whitened, though
they came to it like charcoal.
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102. And like the Bridge, and like the Scale in justice — for without them justice among
men has never stood.
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103. Do not wonder at an envious man who goes about denying them, feigning
ignorance — while he is the very picture of the shrewd and discerning.
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104. An eye may deny the light of the sun through inflammation; and a mouth may
deny the taste of water through sickness.




Chapter VII
THE NIGHT JOURNEY AND THE ASCENSION
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105. O best of those whose courtyard the needy have made for — running on foot, and
upon the backs of swift-marking camels.
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106. And who is the greatest sign for one who would take a lesson, and the greatest
blessing for one who would seize his share.
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107. You journeyed by night from a sanctuary to a sanctuary, as the full moon
journeys through the deepest dark.
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108. And you spent the night rising until you attained a station of two bow-lengths —
never reached, and never even aspired to.
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109. And all the prophets and messengers put you forward there — as the one served
is put before those who serve.
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110. And you were cutting through the seven layers with them, in a procession in
which you were the standard-bearer.
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111. Until you had left no goal for any racer in nearness, and no ascent for any who
would rise.
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112. You lowered every station by comparison, when you were called to be raised —
like the singular proper noun.
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113. So that you might win a union — and what a union, hidden from all eyes! — and a
secret, and what a secret, utterly concealed.
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114. So you gathered every glory that is not shared, and passed through every station
that is not crowded.
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115. Mighty is the measure of the ranks you were entrusted with; and beyond reach is
the grasping of the blessings you were given.
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116. Good news for us, O company of Islam! We have, from divine care, a pillar that
will never be demolished.
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117. When Allah called the one who calls us to His obedience "the noblest of
messengers," we became the noblest of nations.




Chapter VIII
HIS STRUGGLE AND HIS CAMPAIGNS

118. The news of his mission struck terror into the hearts of the enemy — like a sudden
sound that scatters unwary sheep.
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119. He never ceased to meet them in every field of battle, until with the spears they
came to resemble meat upon a butcher's block.
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120. They longed to flee, until they almost envied the torn limbs carried aloft by eagles
and vultures.
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121. The nights pass and they cannot keep count of them — unless they are nights of
the sacred months.
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122. As though the religion were a guest alighting in their courtyard, with every
chieftain ravenous for the flesh of the foe.
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123. He draws on a sea of an army upon swimming steeds, hurling a crashing wave of
champions.
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124. Every one of them answering Allah's call, seeking His reward, striking with what
uproots disbelief and cuts it away.
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125. Until, through them, the religion of Islam — after its estrangement — became one
with kin restored.
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126. Guaranteed forever by them with the best of fathers and the best of husbands —
never orphaned and never widowed.
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127. They are the mountains — so ask about them the one who collided with them:
what did he see of them in every collision?
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128. Ask Hunayn, and ask Badr, and ask Uhud — seasons of death for them, more
deadly than the plague.
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129. Who bring their white blades back red, after they had come down to drink at
every black-locked head among the foe.
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130. And who write with the tawny spears of Khatt — their pens leaving no letter of a
body undotted.
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131. Fully armed, they bear a mark that sets them apart — as the rose is set apart by
its mark from the thorn tree.
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132. The winds of victory bear their fragrance to you, until you take every armoured
warrior for a flower in its bud.
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133. On the backs of their horses they are like plants upon high ground — from the
strength of their resolve, not from the strength of their girths.
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134. The hearts of the enemy flew from them in terror, so that they could not tell the
lambs from the champions.
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135. Whoever's help comes from the Messenger of Allah — should lions meet him in
their thickets, they fall silent.
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136. You will never see a friend of his who is not given victory through him, nor an
enemy who is not broken.
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137. He settled his nation in the stronghold of his religion — as the lion settles with his
cubs in the thicket.
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138. How many a disputant have the words of Allah thrown down concerning him;
and how many an adversary has the clear proof defeated.
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139. Enough of a miracle for you: knowledge in an unlettered man, in an age of
ignorance — and refinement in an orphan.




Chapter IX
SEEKING INTERCESSION
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140. I have served him with a praise by which I seek release from the sins of a lifetime
spent in poetry and in service.
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141. For those two have garlanded me with what has consequences to be feared — as
though by them I were a sacrificial beast.
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142. I obeyed the folly of youth in both, and gained nothing but sins and regret.
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143. O the loss of a soul in its trading! It did not buy the religion with the world — nor
did it even open the bargaining.
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144. And whoever sells what is deferred for what is immediate will find the fraud
made plain to him, in the sale and in the forward contract.
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145. If I commit a sin, my covenant with the Prophet is not undone, nor is my rope cut
through.
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146. For I have a bond from him, in that I am named Muhammad — and he is the most
faithful of creation to his bonds.
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14y7. If, at my return, he does not take me by the hand out of pure bounty — then say:
O the slip of the foot!
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148. Far be it from him to deny his generosity to one who hopes for it, or that a
neighbour should return from him unhonoured.
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149. And since I bound my thoughts to praising him, I have found him the best of those
who take my deliverance upon themseluves.
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150. His riches will never pass by a hand made destitute — for the rains bring flowers
to life upon the barren hills.
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151. Nor did I want the flower of this world, which the two hands of Zuhayr plucked
for his praise of Harim.




Chapter X
INTIMATE DISCOURSE AND THE PETITION OF NEEDS
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152. O most noble of creation, I have no one to take refuge with but you, when the all-
encompassing calamity falls.
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153. And your standing, O Messenger of Allah, will not be straitened by me, when the
Generous adorns Himself with the name of Avenger.
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154. For of your generosity are this world and its rival; and of your knowledge is the
knowledge of the Tablet and the Pen.
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155. O soul, do not despair over a slip however grave — for in the matter of
forgiveness, the major sins are as the small ones.
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156. Perhaps my Lord's mercy, when He apportions it, will come in proportion to the
disobedience in its shares.




157. O my Lord, make my hope in You not to be reversed, and make my reckoning not
to be broken.
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158. And be gentle with Your servant in both abodes, for he has a patience which,
whenever terrors call upon it, takes flight.
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159. And give leave to clouds of blessing from You, unceasing, upon the Prophet —
pouring and streaming down.
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160. For as long as the east wind sets the branches of the ban tree swaying, and the
camel-driver stirs the camels with his song.




