
English Section One 

 

 
The Story of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 

 

Shakespeare's Globe Theatre is one of the most famous theatres in the world, not only because of its 

connection to William Shakespeare but also because of its significant role in the history of English 

theatre. Originally built in 1599, the Globe Theatre served as a venue for many of Shakespeare’s 

plays and was a hub of entertainment and culture in London. Understanding the story of the Globe 

Theatre gives us insight into the world of Elizabethan theatre and the enduring legacy of 

Shakespeare’s work. 

 

The original Globe Theatre was constructed by Shakespeare’s playing company, the Lord 

Chamberlain's Men, on the south bank of the River Thames. The theatre was built using timber from 

an earlier theatre, the Theatre, which had been dismantled. The Globe was designed as an open-air 

amphitheatre with a circular structure and a thatched roof, accommodating around 3,000 spectators. 

Its design was innovative for its time, featuring a large stage that jutted out into the audience, 

allowing for an immersive experience for theatre-goers. 

 

The Globe Theatre was a lively and bustling place, where people from all walks of life gathered to 

watch performances. The audience was diverse, ranging from wealthy patrons who could afford to sit 

in covered seating to the "groundlings," who stood in the pit and paid a penny for entry. The 

atmosphere was informal, and audiences were known to react vocally to the performances, 

cheering, booing, and even throwing food at the actors. This interactive environment was a stark 

contrast to modern theatre etiquette, where silence is expected. 

 

William Shakespeare was a key figure at the Globe Theatre, writing and performing many of his most 

famous plays there, including Hamlet, Othello, and A Midsummer Night's Dream. The theatre 

provided a platform for his works to reach a broad audience, allowing him to become one of the 

most influential playwrights in history. The success of the Globe contributed to Shakespeare's 

growing fame, and he became a shareholder in the theatre, benefitting financially from its 

popularity. 

 

The plays performed at the Globe Theatre reflected the interests and concerns of Elizabethan society. 

They explored themes such as love, power, betrayal, and the supernatural, often drawing from 

historical events, classical literature, and contemporary issues. The use of elaborate costumes and 

props, along with the skill of the actors, brought these stories to life and captivated audiences. 

Special effects, such as trap doors and flying machinery, added to the excitement of the 

performances, making the theatre a place of wonder and imagination. 
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However, the Globe Theatre faced challenges throughout its history. In 1613, during a performance 

of Henry VIII, the theatre caught fire due to a cannon shot used as a special effect. The blaze 

destroyed the building, but fortunately, there were no fatalities. The Globe was quickly rebuilt, 

reopening the following year. This resilience reflected the importance of the theatre in the cultural 

life of London. 

 

In 1642, the Globe Theatre was permanently closed by the Puritans, who viewed theatre as immoral 

and a distraction from religious worship. The closure marked a significant turning point in English 

theatre, as it ended the flourishing of the arts during the Elizabethan era. The theatre was eventually 

demolished in 1644, and its remains were forgotten for centuries. 

 

The story of the Globe Theatre took a new turn in the late 20th century when a modern 

reconstruction was built near the original site. Opened in 1997, the new Globe Theatre, known as 

Shakespeare's Globe, was designed to resemble the original structure as closely as possible. This 

modern theatre serves not only as a venue for performances of Shakespeare’s works but also as an 

educational resource. It aims to promote the study of Shakespeare and engage audiences in the 

experience of Elizabethan theatre. 

 

Today, Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of Shakespeare and 

the importance of theatre in society. The reconstructed theatre hosts a variety of performances, 

including plays, workshops, and educational programs, drawing thousands of visitors each year. The 

Globe continues to celebrate Shakespeare’s contributions to literature and the arts, reminding us of 

the power of storytelling and the impact of performance on culture. 

 

In conclusion, the story of Shakespeare's Globe Theatre is one of creativity, resilience, and cultural 

significance. From its humble beginnings in the late 16th century to its modern-day reconstruction, 

the Globe Theatre has played a vital role in the history of English theatre. It served as a home for 

Shakespeare's remarkable plays and provided a space for audiences to come together to experience 

the magic of live performance. Understanding this history enriches our appreciation of Shakespeare's 

work and the lasting impact of theatre on society. For young people today, the Globe represents not 

only a connection to the past but also the ongoing relevance of storytelling in our lives. 
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1. Which of the following aspects of the Globe Theatre's architectural design most contributed to the 

audience's immersive experience? 
A) The use of a proscenium arch 

B) The circular structure and open-air design 

C) The absence of a stage 

D) Tiered seating for all social classes 

E) Large windows for natural lighting 

 

2. How did Shakespeare’s involvement with the Globe Theatre impact his career and the Elizabethan 

stage? 

A) It allowed him to experiment with new forms of drama without financial risk. 

B) It restricted him to writing only comedies and histories. 

C) It provided him with a platform to gain widespread fame and financial success. 

D) It prevented his works from reaching a broad audience. 

E) It isolated his plays from the concerns of Elizabethan society. 

 

3. What underlying socio-political motivations most likely led to the Puritan closure of the Globe 

Theatre in 1642? 

A) Growing public dissatisfaction with the monarchy 

B) A widespread belief that theatre was a distraction from religious devotion 

C) Economic struggles of theatre companies 

D) The decline of Shakespeare’s popularity 

E) Conflicts between rival theatre companies 

 

4. Which of the following best explains the importance of special effects, such as trap doors and 

flying machinery, at the Globe Theatre? 

A) They were used to reduce the cost of performances. 

B) They catered specifically to the wealthy patrons in covered seating. 

C) They created a dramatic spectacle that enhanced audience engagement. 

D) They were exclusively reserved for royal performances. 

E) They replaced dialogue in Shakespeare’s plays. 
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5. What does the phrase "the audience was diverse" suggest about how Shakespeare may have 

adapted his writing for performances at the Globe Theatre? 

A) He focused only on sophisticated themes to attract wealthy patrons. 

B) His plays featured content that appealed to a wide range of social classes. 

C) His writing was solely intended to entertain the groundlings. 

D) He relied on audience participation to co-create the performance. 

E) He avoided controversial topics to maintain broad appeal. 

 

6. What was the significance of the Globe Theatre’s reconstruction after the fire of 1613? 

A) It marked the end of Shakespeare’s career as a playwright. 

B) It demonstrated the theatre’s cultural importance and resilience. 

C) It caused Shakespeare to sell his shares in the theatre. 

D) It led to the permanent decline of English theatre. 

E) It discouraged further experimentation with special effects. 

 

7. How did the Globe Theatre’s plays, particularly those by Shakespeare, reflect the societal concerns 

of the Elizabethan era? 

A) They exclusively focused on religious themes, in line with Puritan ideals. 

B) They avoided controversial topics to avoid censorship. 

C) They addressed themes like power, betrayal, and the supernatural, engaging audiences with 

relevant social issues. 

D) They were mainly adapted from medieval mystery plays. 

E) They focused primarily on foreign political events, avoiding domestic concerns. 

 

8. Which of the following factors contributed most to the closure of the Globe Theatre by the 

Puritans in 1642? 

A) A significant drop in ticket sales 

B) The outbreak of the English Civil War 

C) A moral opposition to the perceived immorality of theatre 

D) A competing theatre's influence 

E) The rise of opera as a more popular form of entertainment 
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9. Which of the following statements best captures the meaning of "resilience" as used to describe 

the Globe Theatre after its destruction by fire? 

A) The Globe Theatre was rebuilt quickly and resumed performances. 

B) The theatre was abandoned and never rebuilt. 

C) The Globe Theatre relocated to a different part of London. 

D) The theatre was never able to regain its former status. 

E) Shakespeare retired shortly after the theatre’s destruction. 

 

10. What does the word "iconic" mean in the context of the Globe Theatre’s influence? 

A) It was widely recognized and celebrated for its impact on English theatre. 

B) It was obscure and largely forgotten until recent years. 

C) It was a temporary venue with little long-term impact. 

D) It was notable only for its association with Shakespeare. 

E) It was recognized for hosting only the highest-quality performances. 
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1. In Gathering Leaves, how does the speaker convey their thoughts on the task of gathering leaves? 

(You are advised to write one paragraph but no more than half a side of A4 for your answer.) 

 

2. Explain carefully what you understand by the following quotations: 

(a) "But the mountains I raise elude my embrace, flowing over my arms and into my face." 

(b) "Next to nothing for use. But a crop is a crop, and who’s to say where the harvest shall stop?" 

(You are advised to write one paragraph but no more than a quarter of a side of A4 for your answer.) 
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English Section Two (Part B) 

 

English Section Two (Part B) 

Write a short story about a day when all animals in the world could suddenly talk. You should 

include: 

• How people react to hearing animals speak for the first time 

• A conversation you have with an animal and what you learn from it 

• What changes happen in the world because of this event 

You can plan your work in any way that you find helpful (spidergram/brainstorm/bullet points) before 

you start writing. 

Remember to check and correct your work before the end of the test. 

(You are advised to write in pen at least two paragraphs but no more than one side of A4 for your 

answer.) 
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