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This discussion guide is intended to help you explore The Map of the Refugee Highway resource,
available from International Association for Refugees at no charge. Download your free copy today at
www.lAFR.org/resources. This poster map prints in high resolution at up to 36” x 27”.

Questions to help you explore the Map of the Refugee Highway

1. Why do people flee their country of origin?

2. What is a refugee?

3. Have you ever met a refugee? Tell us about it.

4. What is an Internally Displaced Person (IDP)?

5. What is an Asylum Seeker?

6. How many refugees, IDPs and asylum seekers are in the world?

7. Where do most refugees come from today?

8. Where are most refugees seeking refuge today?

9. What are the leading Countries of Resettlement in the world?

10. What is the Refugee Highway?

11. How old are most refugees?

12. What options do refugees have when it comes to finding a long-term solution to their displacement?
13. What role does faith play in the experience of forced displacement?

14. What do you find most interesting or surprising related to the map?

15. Are there any refugees in your community? school? workplace? church?

16. What might it look like for you and your church to show hospitality to refugees?

17. What does it mean, practically speaking, to help people survive and recover from forced displacement?
18. What can you and your church do to seek the welfare and protection of refugees in the world?

Questions to explore what the Bible has to say about refugees

Can you think of any texts in the Bible that relate to refugees?
Who are some refugees mentioned in the Bible? Need help? Download and print the "Refugees in the Bible"
discussion handout from www.|AFR.org/resources (look under Important Perspectives).

3. Read Psalm 107:1-9. What does this tell us about refugees? What does it tell us about God?

4. Read Leviticus 19:18 and 19:33,34. What do these texts tell us about refugees? What do they tell us about God's
expectations of his people related to refugees?

5. Read Matthew 2:13-23. Why were Jesus and his family refugees?

6. Read Matthew 25:35,36. What are the marks of God's people in this text? How do these characteristics relate to
refugees, asylum seekers and migrants?

7. Read Acts 8:1,2. Why was the early church forcibly displaced? What did they do as they sought out refuge?

8. Read Acts 18:1-3. How did the scope of Paul's ministry include refugees?
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The Map of the Refugee Highway was designed and created by International Association for Refugees (www.IAFR.org).
You can download it, print it, share it on social media, etc. All we ask is that you do not edit or alter it in any way. It is
only to be distributed at no cost.

We welcome your questions, comments and suggestions! Please send them to us at info@iafr.org.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & CREDITS

Research and Design of the Map of the Refugee Highway:
Thomas Albinson/International Association for Refugees. ©2026 International Association for Refugees. All rights
reserved. For free distribution only.

Globe Image:
Map of Earth with country borders and highlighted coasts from Global Mapping International (www.gmi.org). Satellite
image by NASA. Used with permission.

Map of the Refugee Highway statistical credit
Statistical information is found in Global Trends 2025, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
published in June 2026 and UNHCR Refugee Data Finder.

TEXTS and IMAGES

Map Title Texts: “The REFUGEE HIGHWAY” and “The well-worn paths people travel...” Written by Thomas Albinson.
©2026 International Association for Refugees.

Text on Top Right Image: “The REFUGEE HIGHWAY... is filled with stories...”

Written by Thomas Albinson. ©2026 International Association for Refugees. Image: A Sudanese refugee pastor outside
of her shelter that was destroyed during an outbreak of ethnic violence in 2024. Kakuma, Kenya. Photography: Thomas
Albinson, copyright ©2026 Thomas P. Albinson.

Text on Map: “Faithful Christian ministry will often take Jesus’ followers to places where hope is in short supply: places
where a sense of hopelessness hangs over a community.”

From The New Testament in its World, by N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird, page 888. Published by Zondervan Academic,
2019.

Text Under Map: “117.8 million women, children and men were forcibly displaced in the world at the end of 2025...”
Written by Thomas Albinson. Statistical reference: UNHCR, Global Trends 2025 (published in 6/2026).

LEFT COLUMN TEXTS & IMAGES (top to bottom):

TERMS OF FORCED DISPLACEMENT
Text written by Thomas Albinson. Copyright ©2026 International Association for Refugees. Image: Yazidi refugees from
Iraq in southeastern Turkey. © Thomas P. Albinson.

MAJOR REFUGEE POPULATIONS

Statistical information: UNHCR, Global Trends 2025, published June 2026. Image: Refugee children in the reception
center for new arrivals at Kalobeyei refugee settlement, Kenya. © Thomas P. Albinson.

Copyright © 2026 International Association for Refugees. All Rights Reserved.


http://www.iafr.org/
mailto:info@iafr.org
http://www.gmi.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/data-summaries?data_summaries%5Bregion%5D=&data_summaries%5Bcountry%5D=&data_summaries%5Bview%5D=population_totals&data_summaries%5Byear%5D=2024&data_summaries%5BpopType%5D=REF&data_summaries%5B_mode%5D=global&data_summaries%5B_token%5D=fa46f29a7f7fae0.Lixv2nsHzJKkarOc_886wxUHDeN0W-wwbsn-aX2xwzg.GkcLtA9shqHdK9zKmo0KhHBOZoUtM4pAOqikASj8k0p8eRiJCG2pzeAb4g&data_summaries%5Bsubmit%5D=

Discussion Guide & Credits June 2026

TOP REFUGEE HOSTING NATIONS
Statistical information: UNHCR, Global Trends 2025, published June 2026. Image: An asylum seeker in the US embraces
an IAFR staff person on her wedding day. ©1AFR/Jonathan House Project.

MAIJOR IDP POPULATIONS
UNHCR, Global Trends 2025, published June 2026. Image: Women fetching water at Turkana West IDP Camp, Kakuma,
Kenya. © Thomas P. Albinson.

REFUGEE REALITIES
Statistical information: UNHCR, Global Trends 2025, published June 2026. Image: A Somali mother with her two
daughters in Kakuma refugee camp, Kenya. © Thomas P. Albinson.

KEY
Graphics, images, and text by Thomas Albinson. ©2026 International Association for Refugees.

Download your free “Map of the Refugee Highway” at the link below.

www.iafr.org/resources

The Map of the Refugee Highway was researched and designed by International Association for Refugees
(www.IAFR.org).

We welcome your questions, suggestions, and comments. Please send them to us at info@iafr.org.
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