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At Apart Research, our mission is to make
advanced Al safe & beneficial for humanity.
We build global research communities to
develop high-impact safety solutions.

The most underutilized resource in Al safety is exceptional
technical talent not yet contributing to the field. Our research
sprints have mobilized experts across 26+ countries—engineers,
computer scientists, physicists—who bring fresh perspectives to
crucial safety challenges. We're proud of our published research.
But our proudest achievement is building a global community of
technical experts ready to tackle emerging Al risks

Jason Hoelscher-Obermaier
Research Director

In the last two years, we significantly expanded our impact:
publishing 22 Al safety papers, incl. two oral spotlights at ICLR
2025 (top 1.8% of accepted papers); engaging 3,500+
participants across 45 global research sprints; and refining our
talent pipeline which transforms ideas into published research.

GRAND CHALLENGES
STUDIO

PUBLICATION
RESEARCH SPRINTS

RESEARCH JOURNEY

v

Our new Grand Challenges format brings together 150+
experienced researchers for rapid progress on fundamental Al
safety problems. In the run-up, we produce comprehensive
reviews and research agendas to advance entire subfields. By
nurturing global top talent, enabling high-impact publications,
and via timely input to impactful Al policy, we create practical
solutions to address Al risks while building a global community
ready to tackle the field's most pressing challenges.
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Numbers

At Apart, we measure our impact
meticulously to ensure that our resources
are allocated efficiently towards high-
impact research that truly changes the
world. Here are a few highlighted metrics
that we keep track of to be highly effective
custodians of our supporters' donations.

RESEARCH

FIELD BUILDING

ADVOCACY

pact by the

3,500+ participants

across 42 sprints

485 research reports
submitted at our sprints

40 studio fellows

since December '24

with 22 publications
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Our Research

Apart's research approach is Al safety horizon-scanning at scale.

We help our top participants turn their ideas into impactful publications. Once
they have published we support their conference attendance to engage with
other researchers, get valuable feedback, and further develop their ideas. At
each of the recent ICLR, NeurlPS, and ICML conferences, we had 10-15
researchers from our remote-first lab present their work.

CASE STUDY:
RESEARCH JOURNEY

Seemingly Human: Dark
Patterns in ChatGPT

Sprint project by Esben,
Jin Suk, and Angela 04

¥

Benchmarking Dark
Patterns in LLMs

Continued in a second
sprint project by Jord,
Akash, and Sami A
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https://darkbench.ai/
https://apartresearch.com/project/benchmarking-dark-patterns-in-llms
https://youtu.be/iL_ovz3NxTk
https://apartresearch.com/project/benchmarking-dark-patterns-in-llms

ur Research

Our research spans the full range of empirical Al safety research. Results
from our Research Sprints, Studio, and Lab Fellowship programs include
publications at NeurlPS, ICLR, ICML, and ACL, large collaborative efforts
such as the Multi-Agent Risk Report with CAIF, and much more.

SPRINT
PROJECTS

n|||l|| @)

STUDIO
BLOG
POSTS

5h°

Challenges and
solutions for Al
Security (2024)

0

Detecting Al Agent
Failure Modes in
Simulations (2025)

)

Results from the
interpretability
hackathon (2022)

)

Do No Harm?
Navigating and
Nudging Al Moral

Choices (2025) D

LEGISLaiTOR: A
tool for jailbreaking
the legislative

process (2024) D
Al Hackers in the
Wild: LLM Agent
Honeypot (2025)

2



https://youtu.be/MAsjw1Fr_qI
https://www.lesswrong.com/posts/yaL7ZdQqA2twbiEmZ/do-no-harm-navigating-and-nudging-ai-moral-choices
https://www.lesswrong.com/posts/hhhmcWkgLwPmBuhx7/results-from-the-interpretability-hackathon
https://neurips.cc/virtual/2024/poster/93081
https://www.lesswrong.com/posts/sekmz9EiBD6ByZpyp/detecting-ai-agent-failure-modes-in-simulations
https://apartresearch.com/project/legislaitor-a-tool-for-jailbreaking-the-legislative-process
https://neurips.cc/virtual/2024/99395
https://iclr.cc/virtual/2024/poster/17696
https://apartresearch.com/news/ai-hackers-in-the-wild-llm-agent-honeypot
https://youtu.be/MAsjw1Fr_qI
https://youtu.be/gQibeD1ygE8

DarkBench

Research Highlight darkbench.a

One of Apart Research's landmark achievements was the publication of
"DarkBench: Benchmarking Dark Patterns in Large Language Models" at
ICLR 2025. The paper received an Oral Award (1.8% of accepted papers),
was featured in several news outlets, and presented at the inaugural
IASEAI conference in Paris.

In the paper, we generalize dark patterns in Ul design to the design of LLM
behaviors for chatbot and coding applications, identifying six patterns and
testing contemporary models, finding dangerous design patterns prevalent
across companies.
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https://venturebeat.com/ai/darkness-rising-the-hidden-dangers-of-ai-sycophancy-and-dark-patterns/
https://www.information.dk/debat/2025/05/vores-tankefrihed-angreb-chatbotternes-subtile-manipulation
https://darkbench.ai/

!ld Building

Investing in a global Al safety ecosystem

At Apart Research, we believe that building a safe future with Al requires a
strong, interdisciplinary ecosystem that spans the globe. We're committed to
lowering barriers to entry for talented individuals worldwide, developing
technical talent in all nations, and preparing a global task force for the
challenges of advanced Al.

RESEARCH JOURNEY >
APART RESEARCH SPRINTS

Our sprint program has established a global footprint, with 42 open-to-all
research sprints engaging over 3,500 participants from 26+ countries. These
weekend-long collaborative events provide a structured environment to
develop novel insights across critical Al safety domains.




In November 2024, we launched our Studio program; an 8-week accelerator
designed to bridge the gap between initial concept and full research project.

The Studio provides structured support for researchers to rapidly develop
promising ideas into polished outputs to get external feedback.
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The Studio has already demonstrated impressive results, with many high-
quality research blog posts and technical demos emerging from the
program. Many of these have attracted significant attention from the broader
Al safety community and served as foundations for more comprehensive
research projects.

APART LAB FELLOWSHIP

Our Lab Fellowship provides comprehensive support for promising
researchers pursuing publication-quality Al safety work. In 2024, we
welcomed 36 new fellows in the last three months alone, bringing our total
to 105 researchers incubated since the program's inception.

Visit more of our Lab fellows here: apartresearch.com/lab 08



/\&rand Challenges

4 M

Case: Economics of Transformative Al Grand Challenge

In April 2025, Apart Research launched our Grand Challenges event
series with a major collaborative research event for economists, Al
researchers, and policy experts. We had three tracks; 1) analyzing Al's
distribution effects, 2) explore how Al impacts growth, and 3) identify
radical shifts in market dynamics.

175 part|C|pants submitted 12 original research reports

Preparmg Economics (4
for Transformative Al

Keynote Talk with
Anton Korinek

O BlueDot Impact

Featurlng renowned scholars in economics, such as Anton Korinek. The event was co-

Commissioned economics researchers authored the Concrete Open located with BlueDot's
Problems and our Literature Review documents. $600 in awards for course on "Economics of
each track was given out after the judges reviewed the projects. Transformative Al"

- /

| = /O
Slgn 6@

Matching

While our main priority was to receive
high-quality task implementations, the
hackathon was also a great chance to

engage with the research community,
— ﬁ . improve our documentation, and
Talks & —, spread awareness about our ongoing

Office Hours task bounty.
% & Blogpost

% Beth Barnes
Award [ METR
Ceremony Invitations /

Research hackathon with 3k Apart on My &rd < Finding Failure Casesin @ Testmg Language Modeuls
When Institutions £% a4a Muln -Agent Al Sys’rems
and Al Meet — :

Join to demonstrate and 4 . i $'2 000

project Al risk for the future | Vst ‘¥ $2,000 in prizes : W $4,000+ bounties!
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zn_G0fJAqCqh3kw9uOrQgwTigPOYU2gJ/view

Talent Development

Our programs have impacted the careers of dozens of researchers. Apart
Lab fellows went on to work at top organizations such as METR, Far.ai,
Oxford University, and as founders and team leads at impactful startups.

“Looking back, | can trace a clear line from that first hackathon
through each subsequent opportunity. Apart created the
conditions for me to develop from someone interested in Al safety
to someone actively contributing to the field."

Prithvi Shahani, Auto Alignment Eval Builder and Research
Trainer (Contractor) at Anthropic

"[...] an organisation like Apart Lab which is willing to help
individuals for free is a god send. [...] If (when!) | land a job in Al
Safety it will be because of Apart Lab's help. It's a great
organisation."

Philip Quirke, now Al Safety Research Lead at Martian




Advocacy

Deeply ingrained into our mission at Apart is to advocate for
Safer Al, shape policy and make expert opinions heard.

2,600 2000 60,000 3,200

NEWSLETTER FOLLOWERS ON VIEWS ACROSS USERS ON
SUBSCRIBERS LINKEDIN YOUTUBE DISCORD

Our public-facing work has emphasized both technical concerns and
practical solutions. As highlighted in one of our podcast appearances:

66 \We needto choose the worldwewant 99
to live in and then proactively design it.

— Esben Kran

This philosophy guides our approach to public engagement: helping diverse
audiences understand both the risks of advanced Al and the pathways to
ensuring it remains aligned with human values.

In addition to media engagement, Apart champions safe, ethical, and
trustworthy Al by working with communities on every level, from giving talks

at universities and local interest groups, to joining panels at international
conferences.

Featured in

B International Association for
BZEIT  Safe & Echical AT

0;2._ Into
L% Al Safety ,



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTH1RBeO3ik
https://kairos.fm/intoaisafety/

llicy

We rapidly translate technical research into policy impact by
developing empirical evidence and solutions for Al risks, and
ensuring our insights reach decision-makers when it matters most.

* X
Contributions to EU Al governance: : 07; EUROPEAN ARTIFICIAL
« Contributing expert technical * % INTELLIGENCE OFFICE
*

guidance to the EU Al Office
(alongside Alan Turing Institute, RAND, SaferAl) during expert panels

on cybersecurity evaluation methodologies for frontier Al

e Co-authoring a framework paper with the EU Al Office on systemic risk
evaluation practices for advanced Al systems (available soon)

2

, technical experts

building the evaluation ecosystem for general-purpose Al models

o Serving as expert consultants to multi-stakeholder working groups for

the EU Al Act Code of Practice, providing input on evaluations including
external safety testing access and evaluation robustness

We support responsible Al governance globally.

SB 1047 Apart co-sponsored California Senate Bill 1047 (the
* Safe and Secure Innovation for Frontier Al Models
A Act), which called for security protocols for
advanced Al models and received endorsements

CALIFORNIA REPUBLIC , , ,
] from Turing Award winners Geoffrey Hinton and

Yoshua Bengio.
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https://arxiv.org/abs/2411.08813
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/events/eu-ai-office-hosts-person-workshop-towards-defining-best-practices-systemic-risk-evaluations

Partnerships

Apart is at the center of a lively Al safety ecosystem. We are
connecting researchers, organisations, and geographies.

Deeply embedded with the Al safety community, we have a long list of
supporters and partners we rely on to accelerate technical talent.

Research Partners
Organisations we have partnered with to enable novel research

ANTHROP\C @eooonnz APOLLO

SEARCH

Our Code Red Hackathon resulted in over $30k of collected bounties
and prizes, growing the evaluation suites of both METR and UK AISI

Community Partners
Organisations we have partnered with to reach and support more people.

@ BlueDot - # PIBBSS ﬁgglgglﬁy

Lambda provides compute to hackathon participants ($500)
and members of the lab ($5000)

Ecosystem Partners
Organizations we have partnered with to amplify our impact across domains

contributions to their February 2025 report on multi-agent Al risks

[ A hackathon co-organized with CAIF directly resulted in many 2@ ]



https://arxiv.org/abs/2502.14143

The Future

The accelerating pace of Al development demands more rigorous safety
research with faster real-world impact. In the next 12 months, we will
double down on highly innovative empirical research and even more
efficient pathways from research to impact.

% REMOTE LAB

RESEARCH . FELLOWSHIPS
SPRINTS

RESEARCH

We will target empirical Al safety research areas with outsized impact
potential, focusing on critical neglected topics and responding to time-
sensitive opportunities for technical policy input. Our scalable and
flexible research model will allow us to react quickly to emerging
opportunities and needs.

FIELD BUILDING

Our Grand Challenges will set a new standard for collaborative research
quality, designed specifically to engage experienced technical talent
who can contribute immediately to Al safety work. By focusing on
relevant technical backgrounds across disciplines adjacent to Al safety,
we'll maximize counterfactual impact and accelerate progress on critical
safety challenges.

ADVOCACY

We will translate complex technical insights into accessible resources
for policymakers and the public. Our ambition is to produce cutting-edge
research and ensure that this research directly improves the safety of
Al development and deployment worldwide.

14



Apart

Apart
Research

Donate to Apart by going to apartresearch.com/donate or by
writing to hi@apartresearch.com

- Support Apart

% g REMOTE LAB

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS
SPRINTS
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https://apartresearch.com/donate

