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The architect
AI recommends.

Michael Bell Architects
Classic homes & country estates in NSW | Audit: 3 October 2026

T H E  M A I N  F I N D I N G

Named in 29.5% of tested AI answers to NSW architecture buyer
questions.

That creates more chances to be considered for classic homes, heritage restorations and
country estates.

29.5%
AI answers naming
Michael Bell Architects

21.5%
Share of architect
mentions in AI answers

209
AI citations of the
firm’s website

Audit sample: 606 AI answers to questions that did not name a business. Definitions on page 14.

P L A T F O R M S  R E V I E W E D

Google ChatGPT Perplexity Gemini Claude
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M I C H A E L  B E L L  /  S U C C E S S  C A S E  S T U D Y

T H E  C O M P E T I T I V E  L E A D

The firm AI names most.
Michael Bell Architects received 21.5% of architect mentions in the audit. The next closest firm
received 16.0%.
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Share of architect mentions across 606 unbranded AI answers

Michael Bell Architects 21.5%

Sam Crawford Architects 16.0%

Luigi Rosselli Architects 11.5%

Architecture Republic 8.5%

Ironbark Architecture 7.0%

All Australian Architecture 5.9%

Tobias Partners 5.5%

Wolf Architects 5.5%

Crush Architecture 5.4%

Cadence & Co 5.0%

Top 10 of more than 100 firms named in the source audit.

The most-cited architecture firm website.
209 citations of michaelbellarchitects.com. Only Houzz and the Australian Institute of
Architects’ website were cited more often overall.
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M I C H A E L  B E L L  /  S U C C E S S  C A S E  S T U D Y

T H E  G R O W T H

Visibility keeps building.
The firm is being named and linked to more often in Google’s AI answers than in the late-2025
comparison period.
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3.5x
More monthly Google AI mentions

2.5x
More monthly website citations

Google AI visibility, month by month
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Monthly average Aug-Dec 2025 Mar-Sep 2026

Named in Google AI answers 2.2 7.7

Website cited in Google AI answers 12.2 30.7

Source: historical Google AI tracking supplied with the case study. Australia, Aug 2025-Sep 2026.

More paths from an AI answer to the website.
A cited link gives interested buyers a direct route to explore the firm and its projects.
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M I C H A E L  B E L L  /  S U C C E S S  C A S E  S T U D Y

T H E  P L A T F O R M  R E S U L T S

Visible across all 9 surfaces.
Michael Bell Architects appeared on every tested surface. Overall, it was named in 29.5% of the
606 unbranded answers.
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U N B R A N D E D  A N S W E R S  N A M I N G  M I C H A E L  B E L L  A R C H I T E C T S

Perplexity (Sonar Pro) 40%

Perplexity (app) 37%

Gemini 32%

ChatGPT (chatgpt.com) 29%

ChatGPT Search (app) 27%

Claude (Sonnet 5) 26%

Google AI Overview 25%

ChatGPT (GPT-5.5) 21%

Google AI Mode 20%

Rounded rates by surface. The combined rate uses all 606 unbranded answers, not a simple average of the bars.

Strong in traditional Google search too.
The source audit reports #1 or #2 organic positions for “country house architect nsw”, “rural
architect nsw” and “traditional home architect sydney”.
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M I C H A E L  B E L L  /  S U C C E S S  C A S E  S T U D Y

T H E  B U Y E R  Q U E S T I O N S

The projects AI
matches to the firm.
These are the questions where the firm appeared most often, across repeated answers on the
tested surfaces.
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NO. BUYER QUESTION FIRM NAMED

01 Which architects specialise in country estates in New South Wales? 95%

02 Which Sydney architects design classic or traditional style homes? 79%

03 I want an architect to design a homestead on a rural property in regional NSW.
Who do you recommend?

74%

04 Can you recommend an architect in Sydney for restoring a Federation house? 68%

05 Which Sydney architects are known for timeless rather than modern design? 68%

06 Who is a good architect for a new traditional style home on Sydney’s North Shore? 63%

07 Can you recommend architects for a rural estate in the Hunter Valley? 63%

08 Which Sydney architects offer a free initial consultation for a home renovation? 58%

09 Who are the best heritage architects in Sydney for residential homes? 53%

10 Who are the best architects for a heritage home in Mosman? 53%

Rates are rounded and specific to each question. These 10 questions are highlights from the 30-question unbranded buyer set.

Strong buyer intent: people searching for an architect for their next project.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

Google AI Overview
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Named and cited in the AI answer, first architect listed and a top organic result.

S E A R C H

traditional home architect sydney

O R G A N I C  R E S U L T S  B E L O W  T H E  S P O N S O R E D  L I S T I N G S

Two excerpts from the same Google capture. Intervening sponsored results are omitted.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

Google AI Mode
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The first practice recommended and the first source card in the supplied answer.

S E A R C H

country house architect nsw

Google AI Mode capture from the source audit, 3 October 2026.

Recommended for the right type of project.
The answer connects the practice with rural architecture, heritage restoration and country houses in NSW.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

Gemini
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The first recommendation for country estates in New South Wales.

B U Y E R  Q U E S T I O N

Which architects specialise in country estates in New South Wales?

Answer area from the supplied Gemini capture. The original sign-in overlay is retained.

Gemini links the firm’s specialism with its rural and heritage portfolio.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

ChatGPT
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Shortlisted as a clear match for a traditional or classical country estate.

B U Y E R  Q U E S T I O N

Which architects specialise in country estates in New South Wales?

Visible answer and sources panel from the supplied ChatGPT capture.

The recommendation points to real projects.
ChatGPT names projects in Warren, Berry, Scone and Wagga Wagga. Michael Bell Architects is
second in the visible shortlist.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

Perplexity
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The first firm listed for classic or traditional Sydney homes, with three client pages cited.

S O N A R  P R O  /  C A P T U R E D  2  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6  ( U T C )

Saved Perplexity answer and all 19 cited sources from the audit.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

Claude
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The first recommendation for country estates in New South Wales.

S O N N E T  5  /  C A P T U R E D  2  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6  ( U T C )  /  A N S W E R  1  O F  2

Saved answer, part 1. The remaining recommendations and all cited sources continue overleaf.

A clear match for country estates.
The answer connects the firm’s specialism with named homestead, country-house and estate
projects across regional NSW.
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T H E  E V I D E N C E

Claude: continued.
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The same saved answer, including remaining firms, buying advice and the full source list.

S O N N E T  5  /  C A P T U R E D  2  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6  ( U T C )  /  A N S W E R  2  O F  2

The evidence behind the recommendation.
Michael Bell Architects’ homepage and country NSW page are the first two of the six saved
sources.

Continuation of the saved Claude answer, with all 6 cited sources.
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T H E  F O U N D A T I O N S

Why AI finds the firm.
The audit highlights a clear specialism, useful location coverage and real projects that support
the recommendations.
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Michael Bell Architects project imagery.

01
A clear specialism

Classic, heritage and traditional homes, country estates and stud farms are described
consistently.

02
Pages for relevant places

The audit cites pages for country NSW, the Hunter Valley, Berry, Edgecliff, Balmain and
the Eastern Suburbs.

03
Real projects to point to

Portfolio evidence includes a Federation house in Centennial Park and a
Mediterranean-style residence in Mosman.

04
Consistent business facts

Practice since 1998, principal Michael Bell and a free initial consultation appear
consistently in the answers.

05
Positive coverage

The source audit reports that no answer described the firm negatively.
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M I C H A E L  B E L L  /  S U C C E S S  C A S E  S T U D Y

T H E  M E A S U R E M E N T

Named in 29.5% of AI answers.
Michael Bell Architects appeared in 29.5% of the tested answers to NSW architecture buyer
questions. The questions did not name a business.
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WHAT WAS TESTED AUDIT SCOPE

Buyer questions 30 buyer questions that did not name a business, plus 6 branded
checks.

Google searches 20 tracked keywords, using Sydney Google results.

Platforms ChatGPT, Perplexity, Claude, Gemini, Google AI Overview and Google
AI Mode; 9 tested surfaces in total.

AI answers 743 answers overall, including 606 unbranded answers. Questions
were asked 2-3 times per engine.

Counting rule Only exact business-name matches count. Generic phrases do not
count as a brand mention.

Evidence retained Each answer was saved as raw data, screenshotted and fingerprinted
in the source audit.

Three different measures
29.5% answer visibility The firm was named in 29.5% of the 606 answers to questions that did not

name a business.

21.5% share of mentions The firm received 21.5% of all architect mentions across those 606
answers. This is a different denominator.

3.5x / 2.5x growth Monthly averages: Aug-Dec 2025 versus Mar-Sep 2026. Mentions 2.2 to
7.7; website citations 12.2 to 30.7.

Audit snapshot: 3 October 2026. AI answers and Google results can change. These results measure visibility and citations; enquiries
and revenue were not measured.
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M I C H A E L  B E L L  /  S U C C E S S  C A S E  S T U D Y

T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y

How Creato builds AI visibility.
Turn a clear picture of today’s results into a focused programme for being found, trusted and
recommended.
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0 1 Map the buyer questions

Find what customers ask AI and which
competitors get recommended today.

0 2 Make the business clear

Align the name, locations, services and reviews
wherever AI looks.

0 3 Answer the decision

Build content around the price, process,
coverage and proof buyers need.

0 4 Strengthen the foundations

Improve structured data, sitemaps and access
for search and AI crawlers.

0 5 Build trusted proof

Develop reviews, listings, case studies and
credible mentions across the web.

0 6 Measure and build on it

Repeat the audit across the platforms and save
the evidence behind every result.

Be the business buyers hear about first.
Your next customer could be asking AI who to choose. Creato can show where your
business appears today, then build the content, credibility and technical foundations to
strengthen its visibility.

Book your AI & Google visibility audit

https://creato.com.au
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