
St Olave’s Stage 2 Homework 7 

 

Read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions below. The passage is 

from "Treasure Island" by Robert Louis Stevenson. 

 

I was standing at the door for a moment, full of sad thoughts about my father, when I saw 

someone drawing slowly near along the road. He was plainly blind, for he tapped before him 

with a stick and wore a great green shade over his eyes and nose; and he was hunched, as if 

with age or weakness, and wore a tattered sea-cloak with a hood, which made him appear 

positively deformed. 

5 I never saw in my life a more dreadful-looking figure. He stopped a little from the inn and 

raised his voice in an old sing-song, addressing the air in front of him: "Will any kind friend 

inform a poor blind man, who has lost the precious sight of his eyes in the gracious defence 

of his native country, England—and God bless King George!—where or in what part of this 

country he may now be?" 

I told him, "You are at the Admiral Benbow, Black Hill Cove, my good man." 

10 "I hear a voice," said he, "a young voice. Will you give me your hand, my kind young 

friend, and lead me in?" 

I held out my hand, and the horrible, soft-spoken, eyeless creature gripped it in a moment 

like a vice. 

"Now, boy," he said, "take me in to the captain." 

"Sir," said I, "upon my word I dare not." 

15 "Oh," he sneered, "that's it! Take me in straight, or I'll break your arm." 

And he gave it, as he spoke, a wrench that made me cry out. 

"Sir," said I, "it is for yourself I mean; the captain is not what you might call a good man, and 

the inn is lonely." 

 

Questions 

Answer the following questions by circling the correct letter for each one. Each question has 

only one right answer. You may refer back to the passage as often as you like. 

1. The narrator first noticed the stranger because: 

A. He was thinking about his father and looking at the road. 



B. The stranger called out to him from a distance. 

C. The stranger tapped him on the shoulder. 

D. He was waiting at the door expecting someone. 

E. The stranger knocked loudly on the inn door. 

2. The stranger's appearance was all of the following EXCEPT: 

A. He was blind. 

B. He wore a green shade over his eyes and nose. 

C. He stood upright and tall. 

D. He wore a tattered sea-cloak with a hood. 

E. He appeared deformed. 

3. The word "dreadful-looking" [Line 5] could most accurately be replaced by: 

A. Frightening 

B. Unusual 

C. Dirty 

D. Unhealthy 

E. Elderly 

4. The stranger addressed the narrator as "kind young friend" because: 

A. He genuinely appreciated the narrator's help. 

B. He wanted to deceive and manipulate the narrator. 

C. He was grateful for being told where he was. 

D. He recognized the narrator from before. 

E. He was known for his polite manners. 

5. When the narrator first spoke to the stranger, he: 

A. Invited him into the inn. 

B. Warned him about the captain. 

C. Told him where he was. 

D. Refused to talk to him. 

E. Offered him food and drink. 



6. The phrase "gripped it in a moment like a vice" [Line 12] suggests that the stranger's 

grip was: 

A. Weak and shaky. 

B. Gentle and kind. 

C. Quick and tight. 

D. Slow and hesitant. 

E. Clumsy and careless. 

7. The narrator hesitated to take the stranger to the captain because: 

A. He was afraid of the captain. 

B. The captain was not present. 

C. The inn was too crowded. 

D. He didn't trust the stranger. 

E. He thought the stranger might get hurt. 

8. The stranger threatened the narrator by saying: 

A. "I will harm the captain." 

B. "Take me in straight, or I'll break your arm." 

C. "I will destroy the inn." 

D. "You will regret this." 

E. "I know who you are." 

9. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage? 

A. A Friendly Encounter 

B. The Blind Beggar's Kindness 

C. An Unexpected Threat 

D. The Captain's Loyal Friend 

E. A Pleasant Evening at the Inn 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Read the poem below carefully at least twice. 

 

"The Tyger" 

By William Blake 

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 

In the forests of the night; 

What immortal hand or eye, 

Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

In what distant deeps or skies 

Burnt the fire of thine eyes? 

On what wings dare he aspire? 

What the hand, dare seize the fire? 

And what shoulder, & what art, 

Could twist the sinews of thy heart? 

And when thy heart began to beat, 

What dread hand? & what dread feet? 

What the hammer? what the chain, 

In what furnace was thy brain? 

What the anvil? what dread grasp, 

Dare its deadly terrors clasp! 

When the stars threw down their spears 

And watered heaven with their tears: 

Did he smile his work to see? 

Did he who made the Lamb make thee? 

Tyger Tyger, burning bright, 

In the forests of the night: 

What immortal hand or eye, 

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? 

 

Questions 

1. Write a paragraph about how the poet portrays the tiger and why it is significant to 

him. 

(You are advised to write one paragraph but no more than half a side of A4 for your answer.) 



2. Explain carefully what you understand by the following quotations. 

(a) "What immortal hand or eye, 

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?" 

(b) "Did he who made the Lamb make thee?" 

(You are advised to write one paragraph but no more than a quarter of a side of A4 for your 

answer.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Section Two (Part B) 

Write a short story about a day when you accidentally discover a hidden door in your house 

that leads to a mysterious place. You should include: 

• How you felt when you first found the door and decided to open it 

• What you discovered on the other side and who or what you encountered 

• How the experience changed your view of the world or yourself 

You can plan your work in any way that you find helpful (spidergram/brainstorm/bullet 

points) before you start writing. 

Remember to check and correct your work before the end of the test. 

(You are advised to write in pen at least two paragraphs but no more than one side of A4 for 

your answer.) 
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