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Rapor Hakkinda

Filistin'de 1948'de baslayan israil hegemonyasinin ardindan siyasi ve askeri istikrarin bir
tirld saglanamadigr bolgede, 2023 yiinin Ramazan ayinda meydana gelen gelismeleri
derledigimiz bu raporun ilk béluminde, 5 Ocak 2023’te Netanyahu HukUmetinin yargi
reformu duyurusunu yapmasinin ardindan dlke genelinde baslayan hukimet karsiti
protestolar ve israil Hikimetinin icine diistigi siyasi kriz incelenmistir.

ikinci bélimde ise 14-22 Ramazan ginlerine rastlayan Yahudilerin Pesah Bayrami
sUrecinde Kudus'te yasanan olaylar derlenmistir.

Ozverili bir ekip calismasinin Griini olan bu rapora katkilariyla yon veren Sevval
AYABAKAN ve Zehra YAVUZ'a, raporda emegi gecen Hiiseyin Talha DEMIR, ilayda KARA,
Beyan OSMAN, Beytullah AYDOGAN ve Hatice Beyza DEMIRBAS'a tesekkiir ederiz.
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NETANYAHU
HUKUMETININ PLANLANAN
YARGI TASARISI VE
PROTESTOLAR

Sevval AYABAKAN
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Netanyahu Hiikiimeti Galip Ciktig1 Secimden
Protestolara Dogru Nasil Savruldu?

Kasim 2022'deki secimler sonucu israil'de

hikimet degisikligi gerceklesti. Secimden

Binyamin Netanyahu  (1n'an3n13a)'nun
baskani oldugu muhafazakar-siyonist Likud
Partisinin  (T270) birinci, Yair Lapid ('
T9Y7)'in baskani oludugu Lliberal-siyonist Yesh
Atid (Tny v)'in ise ikinci cikmasiyla Lapid'in
basbakanlik koltuguna Netanyahu oturdu.
israil parlamentosu Knesset (ND12N)'te ise sag
ve asirl sag blok sandalyelerin cogunlugunu
alarak guclendi ve kurulan yeni hukumet,
“Israil tarihinin en sagci hikimeti” olarak

degerlendirildi.[1]
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Yeni hukumetle kurulan 25. Knesset'te Likud
partisine mensup ve yargiyl hukimete darbe
yapmakla suclayan Yariv Levin (Ium 2N
1'17)in israil Adalet Bakani koltugunda gdreve
baslamasini[2] hemen ardindan hikimet, 5
Ocak 2023'te ylUksek yargl organlarinin

yurdtme  Uzerindeki  denetleme  yetkisini

neredeyse tamamen ortadan kaldiran bir yargi
reformu duyurdu. Duyurulan yargi reformunun
Netanyahu’'nun sanigi oldugu ve 2019'dan beri
devam eden ve yolsuzluk, gorevi kotuye

kullanma, rudsvet gibi suclarla ilgili olan

davanin seyrini degistirmek icin planlandig

disundliyor.[3]
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Hukuki guvenligi altist edecek bu wyargi

reformu duyurusunun ardindan Glke genelinde
hikUmet karsiti protestolar basladi.[4]

Muhaliflerin “darbe” olarak nitelendirdigi[5] bu
yargl reformu sebebiyle gerceklesen hukimet
karsiti protestolar ordu mensubu pilotlarin
ucuslara katilmayacagini duyurmasi[6], diger
ordu mensuplarinin  hikimetin reformda
Israrcl olmasi halinde gorev yapmayacaklarini
aciklamasi[7],

istihbaratcilarin  protestolara

destek vermesi[8]; Universitelerin,

belediyelerin, sendikalarin ve dis

temsilciliklerin ~ greve  baslamasi[9] ve

protestolarin 12. haftasinda dizenlemeye karsi
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cikan Savunma Bakani'nin gorevden
alinmasiyla[10] gittikce siddetlendi. 11. israil
Devlet Baskani Isaac Herzog (ux1n j7ny)
kitlesel protestolarin siddetlenmesini “tarihi bir
kriz" olarak degerlendirirken iki tarafin da
taleplerini karsilayacak hamleler yapilmasi
gerektigini sikk sk vurguladi. Herzog'un
kamuoyu onundeki bu kaygili arabulucu tavri,
yalnizca protestocularla

polislerin  dedgil;

yurttmenin de kendi icinde karsi karsiya
geldiginin sinyalini verdi.

Beyaz Saray, “mevcut durumdan oldukca
reformunun

endise duyduklarini ve yargi

gerceklestirilmemesi gerektigini” acikladi.[11]
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Eski israil Savunma Bakaninin, ABD'nin
protestolarin yatistirilmasi ve yargl
reformunun geri c¢ekilmesi icin hUkimete
“uyari mesajl” gonderdigi yonundeki iddiasi
sonrasinda Biden, israil'in ic meselelerine
mudahale ettikleri yonundeki bu iddialar
reddetti.[12] Fakat Mayis ayl basinda israil
medyasinda Adalet Bakani Levin'in basina
kapali bir toplantida protestolardan ABD'yi
sorumlu tutan konusmasinin goruntuleri yer
aldi.[13] Bu gelisme, yargi dizenlemelerinin
ABD ile israil hikimetini karsi karsiya
getirdigini gozler 6nldne serdi. Bir yandan yeni
hikimetin ABD destegini kaybetmekle aba
altindan uyarilmasiyla, diger

yandan yerel kamuoyunda israil devletinin
dagilmasi korkusunun bas gostermesiyle
koltugu sallanan Netanyahu, asiri sagci bazi
bakanlk Gyelerini reformu geri cekmeye ikna
sUrecine girdi. Protestolarin 12. haftasinda
Netanyahu, oOzellikle Adalet Bakani Lavin ve
Arap karsiti, asiri sagcr Otzma Yehudit Partisi
(v nnyy) lideri ve Milli Gavenlik Bakan
ltamar Ben-Gvir (121 12 NN'N)'e ragmen
diizenlemeyi “askiya aldigini” duyurabildi.[14]
HUkumetin protestolarin siddetini azaltmak ve
kontrol edilmesini kolaylastirmak icin yaptigi

bu duyuruy, protestolarin devam etmesini




engellemese de hukumetin bir stre icin 6nemli
olcide nefes almasini sagladi.
Ayrica hukumetin bu askiya alma kararini,

Basbakanin goérevden alinmasini yalnizca

fiziksel ve zihinsel yetersizlik sebebiyle
mudnhasiran parlamentoya ve hukumete
devreden yasa tasarisinin[15]

kesinlesmesinden sonra duyurmasi dikkat
cekicidir.

10 Nisan 2023'te Cumhurbaskani Herzog'un
arabuluculugunda  muhaliflerle  hikimet
arasinda bir gorusme gerceklesmis olsa da,
hikimet kanadindan yargl reformunun kisa
sureli moladan sonra devam edeceginin sinyali
verilmekte.

En basindan beri ara verme

duyurusunu samimi bulmayan muhalefet ise

reform karsiti protestolarina devam ediyor.
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Planlanan Yasa Tasarisi Netanyahu

Hiikiimetini Hukuktan Nasil "Koruyacak"?

1980 yilina kadar bélgede hukuk, ingiltere’nin
etkisiyle anglo-sakson hukuk sistemine (ortak
hukuk sistemi, common law) uygun olarak
ictihadi olarak gelisiyordu. 1980°'de Knesset

tarafindan ingiliz hukuk sistemi feshedilerek

yine normatif degil ictihadi ilerleyen, anayasasi
olmayan fakat “israil Temel Yasasi”na dayanan
bir hukuk sistemi gelistirildi.[16] Temel Yasa,
birden ¢ok hukuk metninden olusan ve yenileri
eklendikce kapsami genisleyen bir normatif
duzenleme olmakla birlikte, tam anlamiyla
anayasal bir Gst norm oldugundan bahsetmek
zor.

Temyiz mercii olan israil Yiksek Mahkemesi
(J’7vun VOWNN NNA) ise teknik olarak israil’deki
en ust yargl merciidir. Yargitay olarak gorev
yapan bu mahkeme alt derece mahkemelerinin
kararlarini denetlemekle ve Yuce Divan benzeri
bir sifatla devlet yetkilileri ile kamu kurumlari
aleyhine acilan davalara bakmakla gorevlidir.
[17]

Netanyahu HUkUmetinin  planladidi  yasa
tasarisi ise, Yuksek Mahkemenin devlet
gorevlilerinin  davali sifatiyla yer alacagi
yargilamalarini kendileri lehine

etkisizlestirecek mekanizmalar 6ngdriyor.

Tasariyla:
o YUlksek Mahkemenin parlamento
duzenlemelerini Temel Yasa'ya aykirilik

sebebiyle bozma yetkisini  sinirlandirmak
amaclanmaktadir.[18]

Bu yolla parlamentodan hukuka aykiri olsun ya

da olmasin her tdrlU duzenleme, yargl
denetimine tabi olmadan gecip
kesinlesebilecek.
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e Yiksek Mahkemenin hukumetin atamalarini
tabi
amaclanmaktadir.[19, 20]

denetimine tutamamasi
Bu hikumetin her tirld atamayi, atanan ilgili
kidemde gorev yapmak icin gerekli sartlara
haiz olsun ya da olmasin, herhangi bir
denetime tabi olmadan yapabilecedi sonucunu
Ustelik Yiiksek Mahkemenin
bakan olamayacagina karar verdigi bir kisi igin

teskil

doguracaktir.

ilgili karar, bakan olmaya engel
etmeyecektir. Ayrica mahkumiyet dahil her
tirld hiokdm icin secilmis ve atanmislarin
mutlak dokunulmazligi olacak.

e fsrail Yiiksek Mahkemesinin  yapisinin
degistirilmesi ve Uyelerinin ¢ogunlugunun
parlamento tarafindan secilmesi

amaclanmaktadir.[21]

Bagimsiz ve tarafsiz olmasi gereken yargi
bir

yapilandirilacak.

organi  bizzat  siyasi organ olan

parlamentoca Bu yolla

ulkenin en yuksek yargl merciinden hukumetin
siyasi kaygilarini gidermeye  yonelik,
hukukilikten uzak, salt politik saiklerle “talep
uzerine” kararlar cikarilabilecek. Ayrica
yurutme organlari hakkinda YUce Divan olarak

yargilama yapan mahkemenin bizzat

yurttme tarafindan yapilandirilmasiyla, sanik
ile  mahkeme heyeti arasindaki taraf Ffarki
ortadan tamamen kalkacak.

Netanyahu HukUmetinin karsi karsiya oldugu
ve eder karar aleyhine olursa kendisini
itk

Basbakani” yapacak olan yolsuzluk davasi da

“gbrevdeyken mahkum edilen Israil

goz oOnlnde bulunduruldugunda, planlanan

tasarilarin neye hizmet ettiginin anlasilmasi zor
olmayacaktir.

e Uciini okumadan gecerek kabul edilen
yasaya[22] gore ise Basbakan yalnizca
fiziksel veya zihinsel yetersizligi sebebiyle
hukumet ya da parlamento karari ile
gorevden alinabilecek.

HUkUmetin iyi niyetli gérGnmeyen ara verme

kararindan sonra Netanyahu ve kabinesinin

hukuk karsisinda hayal ettigi  mutlak
dokunulmazligi kazanip kazanamayacagl ve
protestocularin tam bir “polis devleti” olan
israil’de hukuk sistemini tamamen yuritmenin
kiskacina alip salt siyasi arac¢ haline getirecek
bu duzenlemeleri engellemekte basarili olup
olamayacagi merak

tbm kamuoyu icin

konusudur.
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2023'TE PESAH BAYRAMI
VE RAMAZAN SURECINDE
YASANANLAR

Zehra YAVUZ

Yahudilerin Pesah
Bayrami nedir?

Sozlikte “Ustinden gecmek” veya “atlamak”
anlamina gelen Pesah, Yahudilerin Misir'dan
kurtulusunun kutlamasidir. ibrani takvimine
gore Nisan ayinin 15- 22. glnleri arasinda
kutlanir. Tevrat'a gore Misirllar, Yahudilerin
bolgeden gitmesine izin vermediginde, Tanri
Misir Halkina cesitli belalar gondermistir ve bu
belalardan sonuncusu da Rabbin Misir halkinin
ilk dogan cocuklarini ve hayvanlarini
oldirmesi olmustur. Rab Israilogullarina bu
beladan yalnizca kusursuz, erkek ve bir
yasinda olan koyun veya keci kurbani ile
kurtulabileceklerini soylemistir. Bu kurban
sayesinde israilogullari beladan haric tutulmus
geriye kalan tim Misir halkinin ilk dogan erkek
cocuk ve hayvanlarl 6lmds, Firavun ise daha
fazla belaya ugramadan Yahudilerden bélgeyi
derhal

terk etmelerini Pesah

Yahudilikte

istemistir.

Bayrami hac bayramlarindan
biridir. Kurban kesimi ancak Mabed icerisinde

olmalidir. GunUmuzde Mescid-i Aksa alaninda

/Fisth/ Hamursuz ” ,

bir Yahudi mabedi bulunmasa da Yahudiler igin
o0 topragin kutsiyeti devam etmektedir.

Mescid-i Aksa alani icerisinde kurban kesme
girisimleri bu cercevede sekillense de tum
bunlar yasanan siddet bir

olaylari icin

mesruiyet zemini degildir.
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Bu bayramda yapilmasi beklenilen ritiieller
nelerdir?

Pesah’tan 0©Onceki arife gecesi, sinagog

ibadetiyle baslar. Bayram suresince
mayalanarak yapilan hicbir yiyecek yenilmez.
Bu ylzden bu bayramin bir diger adi da
Hamursuz'dur. Etler sebzeler ve meyveler
disinda Rabbi'lerin (din adamlar) gdzetimi
altinda Uretilmis mayasiz oldugu teyitli olan
“pesah icin koser” olarak isimlendirilmis

yiyecekler tuketilebilir. En
onemli ibadet ise mabet
icerisinde kesilmek uzere
kurbandir. Her sene Pesah
Bayrami'nda israil asiri sagi
icerisinden tapinak
gruplarinin  6nculik ettigi
dindarlar, Mescidi Aksa'da
kurban riteli icin girisimde
bulunurlar. Tapinak gruplari
her sene gunler 6ncesinden
cagriya baslar. Kecisini veya koyununu alip
bolgeye gelene, bu ugurda israil polisi
tarafindan tutuklanana maddi tesvikleri bile
vardir. Israil polisi Mescid-i Aksa’da mevcut
statlUkoyu koruma kararindan dolayl kurban
ritGeline izin vermez, bu yuzden her Pesah'ta
asiri dindar yahudilerin gbézaltina ainmasi veya
alandan uzaklastirilmasi oldukca olagandir.
Genelde asin sag gruplar Mescid-i Aksa'ya

yakin bir yerde kurbanlarini keser ve Pesah

gelenegini canli tutmaya calisirlar.

2023 Pesah’inda neler yasandi?

Pesah’tan once israil Polislerince Mescid-i
Aksa alaninin  bosaltilmasina yonelik 6n
hazirlik sureci baslamis ve bazi Filistinlilerin
Mescid-i Aksa'ya girisleri icin uzaklastirma
karari verilmisti. 1 Nisan aksami ise Silsile
Kapisi 6ndnde 26 yasinda genc bir Filistinli
5 Nisan

gruplarinin asiri séylemlerine, baskin ve

oldUralmusta. sabahi, Tapinak
kurban cagdrilarina karsilik
Filistinli Muslumanlar,
alana
Aksa

tepki

yerlesimcilerin
Mescid-i

kalarak

girisine,

icerisinde
gostermek istemislerdir.
israil polisi ise Kible Mescidi
icerisinde bulunan
MUsliumanlara  saldirmis,
ses bombasi, plastik mermi
ve cop kullanarak ibadet

eden Muslumanlar zorla disariya cikarmistir.
O gun icerisinde 400'den fazla kisi goz altina
alinmis, yasanan olaylar ve yayilan siddet
goruntileri ozelinde israil, basta Tirkiye
olmak Uzere uluslararasi pek cok tepki almistir.
6 Nisan sabahi ise israil 40 yas Usti Filistinli
Muslimanlarin Aksa icerisine girisine musaade
etmemis ve ibadeti engellemistir. Aksa'ya
giremeyen Filistinli Muslimanlar namazlarini

Aslanli Kapi ve Silsile kapisi dnlerinde
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kilmislardir. Sabah saatlerinde Mescid-i Aksa
yerlesimcilerin baskinlari i¢cin bosaltilmistir.
israil polisi resmi twitter hesabindan yaptigi
paylasiminda Aksa avlusunun bombos oldugu
videosunu, tweet baslgina “calm & quiet
conduct at the Temple Mount Square”
(Tapinak Dagi Meydaninda sessizlik ve sakinlik
havas!”) yazarak paylasmistir. Muslimanlarin
ibadetini boylesine engelledikten sonra israil
Mescid-i

basininin, Aksa’'da namaz kilan

insanlarin  veya Aksa’nin  sakin oldugu
zamanlarin gorintilerini “ibadet Ozgurligu”
ifadeleriyle paylasmasi ve burada sanki asayisi
israil polisi saglamiscasina ifadeler kullanmasi
gercegi

Ramazan ayi icerisinde yalnizca Muslimanlara

yansitmamaktadir. israil Polisinin
degil, Kiyamet Kilisesi onunde “kutsal ates
ayini” yapmak isteyen Ortodoks Hristayanlara
da bu

Mislimanlar 6zelinde olmadiginin, israil'in

saldirmasi,  tum yasananlarin

medyada ve uluslararasi mecradaki
soylemlerinin aksine ibadet 6zglrligune saygi
duymadiginin, bunu bizzat kisitladiginin agik

goOstergesidir.[1]

Devam eden giinlerde israil'in Aksa baskinina

karsilk olarak Hamas, abluka altindaki
Gazze'den ve Libnan'in Kuzeui izerinden israil
yonune pek cok roket gondermistir. Roketlerin
pek cogu israil tarafindan havada etkisiz hale
getirilse de bir kismi yollara ve arazilere zarar
vermistir. Atilan roketler sebebiyle israil kendi
hava sahasinda sivil uguslari durdurmus ve es
zamanli olarak Gazze seridine hava
saldinisinda bulunmustur. Yalnizca 6 Nisan'da
Libnan (zerinden israil’e 34 roket firlatitmistir.
Filistin icerisinde de 06zellikle Bati Seria ve
Nablus'ta Aksa baskinina tepkiler yukselmis, 11
Nisan'da Netanyahu tarafindan yapilacak olan
aclklamaya kadar bdlgede gerginlik
tirmanmaya devam etmistir.

1 Nisan ile birlikte Pesah Bayrami devam
ederken Basbakan Binyamin Netanyahu’'nun
ofisi tarafindan yapilan aciklamada Yahudilerin
Ramazan Bayrami'na kadar Aksa icerisine
girmesi yasaklanmistir. Aciklanan bu karar,
haber sayfalarimiza “israil'den Sasirtan Karar”
gibi basliklarla disse de bu yeni alinmis bir

karar degildir. Yillardir siregelen mevcut
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statuko karari icerisinde Yahudilerin
Ramazan’in son 10 gund Mescid-i Aksa'ya
girisi zaten yasaktir. Gegcmis senelerde oldugu
gibi bu sene de itikaf giinlerinde yasanan
baskinlar ~ mevcut  statukonun ihlalidir.
Ramazan’in son 10 guinine denk gelen Pesah
glnleri sebebiyle asiri sag gruplar aciklanan
bu karara sert tepkiler gostermisler, bunu
hikumetin “terdre” teslim olmasi seklinde
yorumlamislardir. 10 Nisan’dan ©6nceki bu
sirecte toplam 3430 Yahudi yerlesimci israil

polisi korumalari esliginde Aksa’ya baskin

::"_- gm.-‘-nia:a. .
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yapmistir. Ayrica 2022 Ramazan ayinda zarar

gormus olanlar haricinde Kible Mescidi

icerisindeki diger vitray camlar da zarar
gormUs ve Kadim Aksa Mescidi icerisindeki
duvarlardan birisi de tahrip olmustur. Her ne
kadar kurban ritueline izin verilmese de son
yillara dogru asir sagin siyasi elit icerisinde
yUkselmesinden ve dindarlarin taleplerinin
siyaseten etkin olmasindan kaynakl Mescid'i
Aksa'ya yonelik baskinlar oldukca kalabalik
gruplar halinde gerceklesmektedir. israil
Ulusal Guvenlik Bakani Itamar Ben Gvir yerel
basina verdigi roportajinda baskinlar ciddi
sekilde destekledigini ancak kurban ritGelini
onaylamadigini dile getirmistir. Hikumetin de
destegi ile yerlesimci baskinlarinda rakamsal
verilerin yildan yila ivme kazanmasi oldukca
endise vericidir. CUnkU yerlesimci gruplar ne
kadar kalabalik olursa, israil polisi de giivenlik
gerekcesiyle Aksa icerisinde 0Oylesine siki
tedbirler (!) alir. Tedbirlerin kapsamina “bariscil
olmayan ibadetcilerin / teroristlerin® yani
Muslimanlarin alandan uzaklastirilmasi, giris
ve cikislarina kisitlamalarin konulmasi; namaz
kilmak gibi “kiskirtici” eylemlerin orantisiz gug
ile bastiritmasi girmis olmalidir ki 5 Nisan gunu
sosyal medyada yayilan siddet gortntilerinin

baska bir izahi bulunmamaktadir.
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NETANYAHU HUKUMETININ PLANLANAN YARGI
TASARISI VE PROTESTOLAR

[1] Parlamentodaki giincel milletvekili dagiimiyla ilgili ayrintili bilgi icin
ayrica bakiniz:  https://main.knesset.gov.il/EN/mk/apps/faction/faction-
lobby?KnessetID=25&Faction|D=1096

[2] https://main.knesset.gov.il/en/MK/APPS/mk/mk-personal-details/826

[3] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-meclisinden-netanyahunun-
gorevden-alinmasini-zorlastiran-kanun-tasarisina-ilk-onay/2845004
[4] https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/netanyahu-s-right-wing-

government-protested-in-tel-aviv/2782222

[5] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/israilde-hukumetin-yargi-duzenlemesi-
reform-mu-darbe-mi/2829130

[6] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-ordusundaki-37-pilot-
netanyahu-nun-yargi-reformunu-protesto-icin-egitime-
katilmayacak/2837777

[7] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-ordusunda-netanyahu-
hukumetinin-yargi-duzenlemesine-tepkiler-artiyor/2848424

[8] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israilde-yedek-askerlerin-yargi-
duzenlemesi-protestosuna-istihbaratcilar-da-katildi/2840445

[9] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israilde-tartismali-yargi-reformuna-
karsi-duzenlenen-grevlere-yurt-disindaki-misyonlar-da-katildi/2856869
[10] https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/dunya/netanyahu-israil-savunma-
bakani-gallanti-gorevden-aldi-halk-sokaga-dokuldu-2065120

[11] https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/beyaz-saray-israilde-yargi-reformu-
plani-nedeniyle-yasananlardan-endiseli/2856464
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About the Report

In the region where political and military stability has been elusive since the Israeli
hegemony that began in Palestine in 1948, this report compiles the developments that
took place during the month of Ramadan in 2023. The first section of the report examines
the government protests that erupted nationwide following the announcement of judicial
reform by the Netanyahu Government on January 5, 2023, as well as the political crisis
the Israeli Government found itself in.

The second section compiles the events that occurred in Jerusalem during the period of
the Jewish Passover holiday, which coincided with the days of the 14th to the 22nd of
Ramadan.
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NETANYAHU GOVERNMENT'S
PLANNED JUDICIARY BILL
AND PROTESTS

How did the Netanyahu government,
which emerged victorious from the
election, end up drifting towards protest?

Elections in November 2022 resulted in a
change of government in lIsrael, with the
conservative Zionist Likud Party, headed by
Benjamin Netanyahu, coming first, and the
liberal-Zionist Yesh Atid Party, headed by Yair
Lapid, coming second. Netanyahu succeeded
Lapid as president. In the Knesset, the Israeli
parliament, the right-wing and far-right bloc
gained strength by taking the majority of seats,
and the new government formed was
evaluated as "the most right-wing government

in Israeli history." [1]

After Yariv Levin, a member of the Likud party
who accused the judiciary of plotting a coup
against the government, took[2] office as
Israel's Justice Minister in the newly formed
25th Knesset, the government announced a
judicial reform in January 2023 that virtually
eliminated the supreme judiciary's oversight
over the executive branch. It is believed that
the announced judicial reform is planned to
change the course of the trial that has been
ongoing since 2019, which is related to crimes
such as corruption, abuse of power, and
bribery in which Netanyahu is a defendant. [3]
Following the announcement of this judicial

reform, which would upend legal security,



anti-government protests broke out across the
country.[4]

The anti-government protests over this judicial
reform, described by opponents as a "coup
d'état,"[5]
announced that they would not fly.[6] Other

intensified when military pilots

members of the military announced, that they
would not serve if the government insisted on
the reform.[7] Intelligence officers supported
the protests.[8] Universities, municipalities,
trade unions, and foreign missions went on
strike.[9] In the 12th week of the protests, the
Defense Minister, who opposed the reform,

was dismissed.[10]

President Isaac Herzog called the escalation
of the mass protests a "historic crisis" and
repeatedly emphasized the need for moves to
meet the demands of both sides. Herzog's
publicly anxious mediation signaled a
confrontation not only between protesters and
police but also within the executive branch.
The White House announced that they are
"deeply concerned about the current situation
and that the judicial reform should not be
implemented."[11]

Following the former Israeli Defense Minister's

claim that the United States sent a "warning

message"” to the government to calm the protests




and withdraw the judicial reform, Biden
rejected these allegations of interference in
Israel's internal affairs.[12] In early May,
however, Israeli media broadcast footage of
Justice Minister Levin speaking in a closed-
door meeting, blaming the US for the protests.
[13] This development revealed that the
judicial arrangements had put the US and the
Israeli government at odds. Netanyahu, whose
seat was shaken as the new government was
secretly warned of losing US support on the
one hand, and the dissolution of the State of
Israel in local public opinion on the other,
began the process of persuading some far-
right ministerial members to withdraw the
reform. In the 12th week of the protests,
Netanyahu was able to announce that he was
"suspending” the legislation, despite the
opposition of Justice Minister Levin and
Minister of National Security Itmar Ben-Guvir,
leader of the anti-Arab, far-right Otzma
Yehudit party.[14] This announcement, made
by the government to reduce the intensity of
the protests and make them easier to control,
did not prevent the protests from continuing,
but it gave the government significant

breathing space for a while.
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It is also noteworthy that the government
announced this suspension immediately after
the finalization of a bill that would remove the
prime minister from office only on grounds of
physical incapacity and transfer his powers to
the parliament and the government alone.

On April 10, 2023, a meeting between the
opposition and the government took place
under the mediation of President Herzog, but
after a short break, the government signals
that the judicial reform will continue. The
opposition, which has rejected the suspension
announcement as insincere from the outset,

continues its anti-reform protests.

How Will the Planned Bill "Protect” the
Netanyahu Government from the Law?

Until 1980, the law in the region was developing
jurisprudentially by the Anglo-Saxon legal
system (common law system, common law)
under the influence of the UK. In 1980, the
Knesset abolished the English legal system and
developed a that

legal system is again

jurisprudential rather than normative, without a

constitution but based on the "Basic Law of
Israel.” While the Basic Law is a normative
arrangement consisting of multiple legal texts
and expanding in scope as new ones are added,
it is hard to say that it is a constitutional supra-
norm in the strict sense.

The Israeli Supreme Court, the appellate court,
is technically the highest judicial authority in
Israel. This court, acting as the Court of
Cassation, is responsible for reviewing the
decisions of lower courts and, in a Supreme
Court-like capacity, hearing cases against state
officials and public institutions. [17]

But the Netanyahu government's draft law
envisages mechanisms to neutralize the
Supreme Court's proceedings involving state
officials as defendants in their favor.

Draft bill:

e |t aims to limit the power of the Supreme
Court to overturn parliamentary acts on
grounds of contravention of the Basic Law.
[18]

In this way, any regulation, whether unlawful
or not, can be passed by parliament and
become final without being subject to judicial
review.

e |t is intended that the Supreme Court will
not be able to review government

appointments.[19, 20]

This would result in the government being able
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to make any appointment without any
oversight, whether or not the appointee is
qualified to serve in the relevant seniority.
Moreover, for a person whom the Supreme
Court has ruled that he or she cannot be a
minister, the relevant ruling will not constitute
an obstacle to becoming a minister. There will
also be absolute immunity for elected and
appointed officials for any judgment, including
convictions.
e |t aims to change the structure of the Israeli
Supreme Court and to have the majority of
its members elected by parliament. [21]
The judiciary, which is supposed to be
independent and impartial, will be structured
by the parliament, itself a political body. In this
way, the country's highest judicial authority
will be able to issue decisions "on demand" for
purely political reasons, far from being legal,
the
the
the

the

to satisfy the political concerns of
government. Moreover, by structuring
court that tries executive bodies as
Supreme Court by the executive itself,
difference of sides between the accused and
the court panel will be eliminated. Given the
corruption case facing the Netanyahu
government, which, if the verdict goes against
him, would make him "the first Israeli Prime
Minister to be convicted while in office," it is
not difficult to understand what the planned

bills serve.

e According to the law which was passed
without reading these three[22], the Prime
Minister can only be dismissed for physical
or mental incapacity by a government or
parliamentary decision.

It remains to be seen whether Netanyahu and
his cabinet will gain the absolute immunity
from the law that they dream of after the
government's seemingly benevolent decision
to adjourn, and whether the protesters will be
successful in blocking these measures that
would bring the legal system under the control
of the executive and turn it into a purely

political tool in Israel, which is a "police state".
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What Happened During the
Passover and Ramadan
Process in 2023

What is the Jewish Passover/Pesach?

Pesach, which means "to pass over" or "to
jump,” is a celebration of the liberation of the
Jews from Egypt. It is celebrated between the
15th and 22nd of April according to the
Hebrew calendar. According to the Torah,
when the Egyptians did not allow the Jews to
leave the region, God sent various troubles to
the Egyptian people, and the last of these
troubles was the Lord's killing of the firstborn
children of the Egyptian people and their
animals. The Lord told the Israelites that they
could be saved from this trouble only by the
sacrifice of a perfect, male, one-year-old
sheep or goat. Thanks to this sacrifice, the
Israelites were saved from trouble; the
firstborn sons and animals of all the rest of the
Egyptian people died, and the Pharaoh, on the
other hand, asked the Jews to leave the area
immediately, without further trouble. Pesach is
one of the pilgrimage holidays in Judaism. The
sacrifice should only be in the Temple. Even

though the attempts to sacrifice victims within

the al-Agsa Mosque area are shaped within

this framework, all these are not grounds for
legitimacy for the violent events that have

taken place.



What are the expected rituals to be

performed on this holiday?
On the eve night before Pesach, it starts with
the worship in the synagogue. During the
feast, no food made by fermentation is eaten.
Therefore, another name for this holiday is
Passover. Except for meats, vegetables, and
fruits, foods that are certified as unleavened
and produced under the supervision of Rabbis
(clergy) called "kosher for Pesach” can be
consumed. The most important '
worship is the sacrifice to be

W

slaughtered in the temple.

Every year, on Pesach,
religious people led by temple
groups from the lIsraeli far-
right attempt the sacrificial
ritual in Al-Agsa Mosque.
Temple groups start calling
days in advance every year.
There

incentives for those who come  to the region

are even financial

with their goats or sheep and who are arrested
by the Israeli police for this purpose. Due to
the Israeli police's decision to preserve the
current status quo in Masjid al-Agsa, they do
not allow sacrificial rituals, so it is quite
common for ultra-religious Jews to be
detained or expelled from the area every
Pesach. In general, far-right groups slaughter
their victims close to Al-Agsa Mosque, and

they try to keep the tradition of Pesach alive.

What happened in Pesach 2023?
Before Pesach, the Israeli Police started the

preliminary preparation process for the
evacuation of the Al-Agsa Mosque area, and a
decision was made to remove some
Palestinians from entering Al-Agsa Mosque.
On the evening of April 1, a 26-year-old
Palestinian was killed in front of the Silsile
Gate. On the morning of April 5, in response to

the extreme rhetoric of the Temple groups,

calls for raids, and sacrifices,
Palestinian Muslims wanted
to react to the settlers' entry
into the area by staying inside
the al-Agsa Mosque. The
Israeli police attacked the
the Qibla

used

' Muslims  inside
Masjid

" - bombs, rubber bullets, and

and sound

} batons to forcibly remove the

Muslims who were

Worshiping. During that day, more than 400

people were taken into custody, and lIsrael

received many international reactions,
especially from Turkey, in terms of the events
and the images of violence spread. On the
morning of April 6, Israel did not allow
Palestinian Muslims over the age of 40 to
enter Agsa and prevented worship. Palestinian
Muslims who could not enter Agsa performed
their prayers in front of the Lions' Gate and the
Silsile Gate.
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In the morning, Masjid al-Agsa was evacuated
for the raids of the settlers. The Israeli police
shared the video of the Aksa courtyard empty
on its official Twitter account, with the caption
of the tweet "calm & quiet conduct at the
Temple Mount Square." After such an
obstruction of Muslim worship, the fact that
the lIsraeli press shares images of people
praying at the al-Agsa Mosque or when al-
Agsa is calm with the phrases "Freedom of
Worship" and uses expressions here as if the
Israeli police provided public order does not
reflect the reality. The fact that the lIsraeli
police attacked not only Muslims during
Ramadan but also Orthodox Christians who
want to perform the "holy fire ritual" in front of
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is a clear
indication that all these events are not specific
to Muslims and that Israel does not respect
freedom of worship and restricts it contrary to
its statements in the media and international
media.

In the following days, in response to Israel's
raid on Agsa, Hamas sent many rockets in the
direction of Israel from the besieged Gaza and
over northern Lebanon. Although most of the
rockets were neutralized in the air by Israel,
some of them damaged roads and lands. Due
to the rockets fired, Israel stopped civilian
flights in its airspace and simultaneously

launched an air attack on the Gaza Strip.

On April 6 alone, 34 rockets were launched
from Lebanon to Israel. Reactions to the Agsa
raid increased within Palestine, especially in
the West Bank and Nablus, and tensions
continued to escalate in the region until the
event to be held by Netanyahu on April 11.

As the Pesach Feast continues on April 11, the

statement made by Prime Minister Benjamin
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Netanyahu's office banned Jews from entering
Aksa until Eid al-Fitr.Although this announced
decision fell on our news pages with headlines
such as "The Surprising Decision from Israel,”
it is not @ new decision. Within the framework
of the current status quo decision, which has
been going on for years, Jews are already
prohibited from entering the al-Agsa Mosque
for the last 10 days of Ramadan. As in previous
years, the raids on Itikaf days this year are a
violation of the current status quo.

Due to the Passover days coinciding with the
last 10 days of Ramadan, far-right groups
reacted strongly to this announced decision,
interpreting it as the government's surrender
to "terrorism.” During this period before April
10, a total of 3,430 Jewish settlers raided Agsa
accompanied by Israeli police guards. In
addition, other stained glass windows in the
Qibla Masjid were damaged in addition to
those damaged during the 2022 Ramadan, and
one of the walls in the ancient Agsa Masjid

was destroyed. Although the sacrificial ritual is

not allowed, in recent years, raids on Masjid
al-Agsa have been carried out in very large
groups due to the rise of the extreme right in
the political elite and the politically active
demands of the religious.

In an interview with the local press, Israeli
National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
expressed serious support for the raids but did
not approve of the sacrificial ritual. With the
support of the government, it is quite alarming
that the numerical data gain momentum in
settler raids from year to year. Because the
more crowded the settler groups become, the
Israeli police take strict measures (!) inside al-
Agsa for security reasons. The removal of
"non-peaceful worshippers/terrorists,” that is,
Muslims from the area, placing restrictions on
their entry and exit; suppressing "provocative”
actions such as praying with disproportionate
force should be within the scope of the
measures, because there is no other
explanation for the violent images spread on

social media on April 5.
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