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PROJECT OVERVIEW

The renovation of 16 Oak Street demonstrates a
thoughtful approach to adaptive reuse within the
Downtown Roswell Historic District. Rather than

transforming the building through expansion or dramatic
alteration, the project focuses on strategic interventions

that enhance architectural character, improve
functionality, and reinforce the building's relationship to

its historic surroundings.
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EXISTING SITE / CONTEXT DIAGRAM
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PRESERVING CHARACTER THROUGH MEASURED INTERVENTION

The design begins with an understanding of the building's defining characteristics: its modest scale, simple massing, brick façade, and
established presence along Oak Street. Rather than altering these foundational elements, the project preserves them while introducing
carefully calibrated refinements that improve visual hierarchy, material richness, and transparency. No changes are made to the building
footprint, primary massing, roof form, or overall scale.

Selective glazing modifications strengthen the building's connection to the street by increasing visibility and creating a more active
pedestrian presence. Updated porch elements, integrated lighting, enhanced landscaping, and more substantial wood columns create a
clearer and more welcoming entry sequence while remaining fully compatible with the surrounding historic district.
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PROPOSED ELEVATIONS

COMPARED ELEVATIONS
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A MATERIAL PALETTE INSPIRED BY WARMTH AND AUTHENTICITY

Materiality plays a central role in the project's identity. Existing masonry is retained and refreshed with a muted painted finish, while warm
vertical wood cladding introduces texture and depth to the façade. Dark metal accents, refined lighting, and natural materials establish a
contemporary architectural language that complements rather than competes with the district's historic fabric.

The resulting exterior achieves a balance between preservation and modernization, demonstrating how contemporary interventions can
remain respectful of historic context without resorting to imitation.
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HOSPITALITY-DRIVEN WORKPLACE DESIGN

Internally, the project rethinks the traditional legal office environment through a hospitality-focused planning strategy. Reception, lounge
seating, coffee hospitality areas, conference rooms, and gathering spaces are organized to create a welcoming experience for both
visitors and staff. Natural wood finishes, layered lighting, curated furnishings, and rich material selections contribute to an atmosphere
that feels approachable, warm, and residential in character. 

The upper level transitions into a more focused work environment, accommodating open workstations, support spaces, a kitchenette, and
dedicated areas for concentrated tasks. The organization establishes a clear distinction between public-facing functions below and
staff-focused functions above while maintaining visual openness throughout the building.

Oak StreetPROJECT NAME: Roswell, GA| ADDRESS: 2,112 sqft| SQUARE FOOTAGE: Commercial – Remodel & Tenant-
Improvement (2026)

| PROJECT TYPE: 

www.milesnewton.com | hello@milesnewton.com | +1 470 269-2566
1055 Howell Mill Rd 8th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30318, United States

mailto:gerry@33nest.com?subject=Contact%20Us
tel:+14702692566


PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN
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LIFE SAFETY FLOOR PLAN
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FROM HISTORIC REVIEW TO CONSTRUCTION

A defining aspect of the project is its progression through both Historic Preservation Commission review and a comprehensive permitting
process. Context analysis, preservation documentation, material studies, life safety planning, accessibility compliance, and construction
detailing all informed the final design, ensuring architectural intent remained aligned with both regulatory requirements and long-term
building stewardship.
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CONCLUSION

16 Oak Street illustrates how thoughtful adaptive reuse can
revitalize an existing historic building without compromising its
identity. Through careful preservation, contemporary detailing,
and a hospitality-centered workplace concept, the project
creates a renewed destination that serves modern needs while
strengthening the character of Downtown Roswell.
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