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BIO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2026

Aaron Blotnick's
Definitive #BIO2026 Report
The BIO International Convention is the annual gathering of pharma
professionals in the United States, and serves as a real-time pulse check on
where the pharma ecosystem is heading.  San Diego, CA  ·  June 22 25, 2026
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South Korea Outspent Every Country but the US
Regulatory and Capital Dominated the Program, Not AI
Eli Lilly Sent Three Times More Delegates Than Anyone Else
Regulators Got More Stage Time Than Most Pharma Companies
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Analysis by Aaron Blotnick, SynBioBeta
Questions or requests for the underlying data: aaron.blotnick@synbiobeta.com
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Figure 1  |  Top 10 US States, by Booths Bought vs. Dealmakers Sent

Aaron Blotnick, SynBioBeta
aaron.blotnick@synbiobeta.com 2 / 7

Organizations with Booths
BIO Partnering  Registrants
California (in both top 10s)

Maryland (in both top 10s)
Massachusetts (in both top 10s)
New Jersey (in both top 10s)

New York (in both top 10s)
North Carolina (in both top 10s)

Pennsylvania (in both top 10s)
Texas (in both top 10s)



0 20 40 60 80 100
Organizations with Booths (count)

Japan

Hong Kong

Belgium

United Kingdom

Brazil

Taiwan

India

South Korea

Germany

Canada

34

40

42

48

53

57

58

76

78

84

Organizations with Booths

Aaron Blotnick  ·  SynBioBeta

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800
BIO Partnering  Registrants (count)

Taiwan

Switzerland

China

France

Germany

Australia

Canada

United Kingdom

Japan

South Korea

107

164

183

196

205

234

287

302

472

497

BIO Partnering  Registrants

Aaron Blotnick  ·  SynBioBeta

Aaron Blotnick  ·  aaron.blotnick@synbiobeta.com

Figure 2  |  Top 10 Countries, by Booths Bought vs. Dealmakers Sent
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Figure 3  |  South Korea Outspent Every Country but the US
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Booth investment ($50/sqft, 10x10 BIO-member rate) BIO Partnering  fees (~$3,500/person)
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Figure 4  |  Regulatory and Capital Dominated the Program, Not AI
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Figure 5  |  Eli Lilly Sent Three Times More Delegates Than Anyone Else
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Figure 6  |  Regulators Got More Stage Time Than Most Pharma Companies
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