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Poetry Comprehension: Television Poem 
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1. What is the primary concern of the speaker regarding children watching 

television? 

A) They become lazy and inactive. 

B) They lose the ability to think and imagine. 

C) They become too independent from their parents. 

D) They become obsessed with cartoons. 

 

2. Why does the speaker suggest that parents should remove the television set? 

A) To make room for other activities like sports. 

B) To encourage children to spend more time with their parents. 

C) To replace it with books that foster imagination and creativity. 

D) To save money on electricity bills. 

 

3. What rhetorical strategy does the speaker use when they repeatedly say 

"NEVER, NEVER, NEVER"? 

A) To exaggerate the dangers of television. 

B) To emphasise the importance of keeping children away from the TV. 

C) To criticise parents who allow television in their homes. 

D) To make a sarcastic comment about television's influence. 

 

4. What does the speaker imply about children who are constantly exposed to 

television? 

A) They will become physically unhealthy. 

B) They will lose interest in reading and learning. 

C) They will have no social skills. 

D) They will develop aggressive behaviour. 

 

5. According to the speaker, how did children entertain themselves before the 

invention of television? 

A) By playing outdoor games. 

B) By engaging in family activities. 

C) By reading books. 

D) By attending school more regularly. 

 

6. What is the speaker's tone when describing the television? 

A) Nostalgic 

B) Sarcastic 

C) Condemnatory 

D) Humorous 
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7. What does the speaker believe will happen if children start reading instead of 

watching television? 

A) They will become more imaginative and creative. 

B) They will miss the excitement of television. 

C) They will become more rebellious. 

D) They will spend less time with their parents. 

 

8. Why does the speaker refer to television as a "monster"? 

A) Because it is large and takes up space in the house. 

B) Because it harms children's minds and imagination. 

C) Because it can scare young children. 

D) Because it requires constant attention. 

 

9. What does the speaker suggest will be the children's reaction after a period 

without television? 

A) They will be angry and frustrated. 

B) They will turn to other forms of entertainment. 

C) They will develop a love for reading. 

D) They will miss television more than ever. 

 

10. What is the speaker’s ultimate goal in advising parents to replace the 

television with books? 

A) To make children more independent. 

B) To ensure children grow up with a love for reading and imagination. 

C) To improve children's behaviour towards their parents. 

D) To reduce the noise and chaos in the household. 

 

11. What does the word "loll" in the line "They loll and slop and lounge about" 

most likely mean? 

A) To sit or lie in a relaxed way. 

B) To jump and play energetically. 

C) To speak loudly and quickly. 

D) To stand up straight and tall. 

 

12. In the context of the poem, what does the word "ghastly" in the phrase "all that 

shocking ghastly junk" most likely mean? 

A) Exciting and fun. 

B) Extremely unpleasant or horrifying. 

C) Confusing and difficult to understand. 

D) Expensive and valuable. 
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13. What does the phrase "clogs and clutters up the mind" suggest about 

television’s effect on children? 

A) It fills the mind with useful information. 

B) It blocks and disorganises the mind’s ability to think. 

C) It teaches children how to multitask. 

D) It helps clear the mind of distractions. 

 

14. Which of the following sentences from the poem contains a subordinate 

clause? 

A) "They sit and stare and stare and sit." 

B) "But did you ever stop to think, to wonder just exactly what this does to your 

beloved tot?" 

C) "They never fight or kick or punch." 

D) "His brain becomes as soft as cheese!" 

 

15. Identify the correct grammatical function of the word "hypnotised" in the line 

"Until they’re hypnotised by it": 

A) Adjective describing the children. 

B) Verb indicating the action done by the television. 

C) Noun indicating the subject of the sentence. 

D) Adverb modifying how the children stare. 
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Answers only 

1. B 

2. C 

3. B 

4. B 

5. C 

6. C 

7. A 

8. B 

9. C 

10. B 

11. A 

12. B 

13. B 

14. B 

15. A 


