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Preface

During my latest adventure, I had the 
opportunity to travel from Germany to 
the south of France on a Vespa. I was 
inspired to take images on how perfume 
is made, and I was amazed by the beauty 
and diversity of the scents I encountered. 
The journey began in Germany, where 
I passed through small villages, quaint 
towns, and rolling hills. 

The air was filled with the scent of fresh 
air. I started my journey in the beginning 
of March, when the temperatures were so 
cold that I could feel my fingers freezing as 
I tried to grip the handlebars of my Vespa. 
But that didn’t stop me, I was determined 
to make it to France. I had my camera 
and my spirit of adventure, and that’s all 
I needed. However, I did have one issue 
while on my Vespa journey. Just after go-
ing back on the high way after stopping 
at a gas station, my Vespa suddenly went 
out. 

I was really worried, as it seemed like a seri-
ous problem. Just then, the French police ar-
rived and checked on me. Thankfully, after 
a few minutes of tinkering, my Vespa was 
back up and running again. As a gesture of 
good will, the police even escorted me for 
5 minutes before I drove off on my own. I 
also encountered some interesting people 
along the way, including some people who 
danced with me on gas stations. 

 

Everywhere I went, I was greeted with a 
friendly smile and kind words, which kept 
me motivated and helped me push through 
the cold.

When I arrived in France, I was filled with a sense 
of accomplishment. I had made it all the way 
from Germany to France on a Vespa cold despite 
the low temperatures. During my time there I had 
the great opportunity to take images of a journey 
that truly captivated my imagination – the journey 
of how to make perfume. It is a fascinating pro-
cess and one that I have been fortunate enough 
to capture in photos that capture the beauty, 
complexity, and artistry of this ancient craft. While 
living in Arles for over six months the journey be-
gan in the fields, where I captured the beauty of 
the flowers and plants that are the building blocks 
of the perfumes. I was able to observe the careful 
process of harvesting and distilling the ingredi-
ents and spent hours photographing the distillers’ 
hands deftly filling vials with the precious oils. 

I took photos of the stunning landscape and 
captured the fragrances of the countryside in my 
images as I traveled around with my Vespa in the 
South of France. As I traveled, I was fascinated 
by the way the scent of the land changed and 
adapted to the different regions. From the subtle 
floral scents of Provence to the intense aromas of 
the French Alps, I experienced a range of aromas 
that left me feeling truly inspired.

Your fragrance carries me 
away, To a place of pure 
bliss, It takes me back in 
time, To one I’ll forever 
miss. 

When I started researching the process 
more, I decided to leave Arles and take a trip 
to Grasse, the epicenter of the French per-
fume industry. From the moment I arrived, I 
was captivated by the sights and smells of 
the quaint city and the surrounding coun-
tryside. I quickly became immersed in the 
art of perfume making, learning about the 
intricate process from traditional perfume 
makers, who have been perfecting their 
craft for centuries.

As I entered Grasse, the scents became 
more intense, and my senses were over-
whelmed by the sheer variety of fragrances. 
I was overwhelmed by the delicate notes 
of lavender, the sweet aroma of jasmine, 
and the spicy scents of cardamom. The 
fragrances of rose and sandalwood were 
also present, and I felt as though I was in a 
perfumed paradise. 

I also visited the powder rooms, where I 
photographed the process of mixing, blend-
ing, and aging the ingredients to create the 
perfect scent.

I also spent time in the laboratory, photo-
graphing the chemists as they created the 
unique fragrance combinations that make 
each perfume unique. I was amazed to learn 
how much time and effort goes into crafting 
a single bottle of perfume, and I was able to 
capture the passion and creativity that goes 
into this art form.

Overall, the journey of creating a perfume 
is one that I found to be both fascinating 
and beautiful. As a photographer, I was 
able to capture the beauty, complexity, 
and artistry of this ancient craft – from 
selecting the ingredients, to creating the 
base scent, and finally bottling the final 
product. It has been a journey that I have 
truly enjoyed, and I am proud to have 
captured it in photos that I can share with 
others.

After a week in Grasse, I had everything 
to go back to Germany by Vespa on my 
way east through the countryside and 
eventually crossed the border into Italy. 
The rolling hills and picturesque villages of 
Italy were an absolute dream to explore. 
After travelling through Italy, I eventually 
made my way to the Swiss Alps and over 
to Basel. From Switzerland I drove back to 
Dusseldorf, Germany. 

I returned to Germany with a newfound 
appreciation for the beauty of perfume, 
and I was truly grateful for the opportunity 
to explore the world through my camera 
lens. My journey was a reminder of how 
powerful scent can be, and of how it can 
transport us to another place and time. 
It was an experience I will never forget, 
and I am grateful for the memories that I 
have made along the way. I lived in Arles, 
France, for 8 months. 



4

Preface----------------------------------

The City of Parfume Grasse------------

TheJourney-----------------------------

The Garden----------------------------

Cult ivat ion------------------------------

The Flower Guide-----------------------

Au Miel  Occitan-------------------------

Essent ial  Oi l-----------------------------

The Secret of Making Parfume--------

The Houses of Parfum------------------

The Flakon------------------------------

4

12

20

30

42

64

138

156

198

220

259

C O N T E N T S



6



8

“THE BEAUTY OF FRAGRANCE IS
 THAT IT SPEAKS TO YOUR HEART 

AND HOPEFULLLY SOMEONE ELSE’S.”

ELIZABETH TAYLOR
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Senses, Desire & Journey

Grasse

Grasse is a small, picturesque city located 
in the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region of 
southeastern France. Nestled in the hills of 
the French Riviera, Grasse has a rich history 
and culture, dating back to the Middle Ages. 
The city is renowned as the world’s capital 
of perfume, and its unique location and 
climate make it the perfect place for the 
cultivation of the flowers and plants used in 
the production of fragrance.

The art of perfumery has been an integral 
part of Grasse’s identity for centuries, and 
the city is home to many prestigious per-
fume schools and institutions, including the 
International Perfume Museum and the 
Institute of Perfumery. These institutions 
provide education and training in the art of 
perfumery, as well as serving as important 
centers for research and development in the 
industry.

Grasse’s importance in the perfume indus-
try is due in large part to the quality of the 
flowers and plants that are grown in the 
region. The city’s climate is ideal for the cul-
tivation of jasmine, rose, lavender, and other 
fragrant plants, which are used to create the 
essential oils and absolutes that form the 
basis of many perfumes. The production of 
fragrance in Grasse is a highly skilled and 
labor-intensive process, involving the care-
ful harvesting, distillation, and blending of 
these precious botanical ingredients.

Visitors to Grasse can experience the art 
of perfumery in a variety of ways. Many of 
the city’s perfume factories and workshops 
are open to the public, offering tours and 
workshops where visitors can learn about 
the history of perfume-making, explore the 
world of fragrance, and even create their 
own bespoke scents. The International Per-
fume Museum, located in the historic Villa 
Fragonard, provides a fascinating glimpse 
into the history of perfume, from ancient 
times to the present day.

The art of perfumery is a multi-sensory 
experience that engages the visual, olfac-
tory, and tactile senses. The visual sense of 
perfume refers to the way a perfume looks, 
including its color, packaging, and design. 
Perfume bottles, for example, come in a 
variety of shapes and sizes, and they can 
be made from different materials, such as 
glass or metal. The packaging of a perfume 
can also be an important part of its visual 
appeal, and it can be designed to be striking 
and pleasing to the eye.

The olfactory sense of perfume refers to 
the way a perfume smells. Perfumes are 
composed of a combination of different fra-
grance notes, which can include top, middle, 
and base notes. The top notes are the first 
scents that are detected when a perfume is 
applied, and they typically include lighter, 
fresher fragrances. 

The middle notes, which emerge after the 
top notes evaporate, are typically more 
floral and fruity. The base notes, which are 
the final scents to emerge, are typically rich-
er and warmer. Grasse is renowned for its 
production of high-quality fragrances that 
do not only smell incredible, but also feel 
luxurious and indulgent on the skin.

The tactile sense of perfume refers to the 
way a perfume feels on the skin. The tex-
ture and viscosity of a perfume can vary 
depending on its composition, and some 
fragrances can feel lighter or heavier on the 
skin. 

In addition to its role as the world’s capital 
of perfume, Grasse is also a popular tourist 
destination. Visitors can take a stroll through 
the Old Town, visit the perfume museums, or 
enjoy the beautiful natural surroundings of 
the French Riviera. The city is also known for 
its delicious cuisine, with many local dishes 
featuring herbs and spices grown in the sur-
rounding hills.

The art of perfumery has a rich history and 
a bright future, with Grasse playing a central 
role in its evolution. From the cultivation of 
flowers and plants to the development of 
new fragrances and packaging designs, the 
industry continues to innovate and capti-
vate our senses.

Whether you are a casual perfume en-
thusiast or a serious collector, a visit to 
Grasse is a must. You will have the op-
portunity to learn about the history of 
perfume, explore the different scent fam-
ilies, and even create your own signature 
fragrance under the guidance of expert 
perfumers.

But beyond its significance in the per-
fume industry, Grasse is also a beautiful 
and vibrant city with a rich culture and 
history. From its UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in the Old Town to its delicious cuisine 
and stunning natural surroundings, there 
is something for everyone to enjoy.

So next time you find yourself in the south 
of France, take a trip to Grasse and im-
merse yourself in the world of perfume. 
You may just discover a newfound ap-
preciation for this timeless art form and 
leave the city with a deeper understand-
ing of the power of scent.
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The journey of a perfume from the flower to 
the flacon is an interesting and complex pro-
cess. From the moment a flower is plucked, 
to the time it is bottled and sold, a perfume 
undergoes numerous changes in order to 
become the final product we know and love.

The journey of a perfume starts with the 
so-called “nose”, the perfumer. A perfumer is 
an expert in the field of scent creation who 
knows the nuances of the different flowers, 
herbs, and spices used to create a scent. 
They select the perfect blend of ingredients 
to create the desired scent and then extract 
the essential oils from the flowers and other 
natural ingredients. This extraction process 
is done using a variety of techniques, such 
as steam distillation, solvent extraction, and 
enfleurage. After the essential oils have 
been extracted, they are blended together 
and then tested in order to ensure the scent 
is just right.

Once the perfumer is happy with the scent, 
the next step of the journey is for the per-
fume to be bottled and packaged. First, the 
scent is poured into a flacon or bottle, which 
can range from small sample bottles to 
large flasks. The type of bottle will depend 
on the type of perfume, as some scents may 
require a particular type of bottle in order to 
best capture the scent.

Then, the perfume is ready to be sold. 
The flacon is often placed in a box with 
a description of the scent on the back, 
and a label that includes the name of 
the perfume, the company that created 
it, and the ingredients used. 

The box is then ready to be shipped to 
stores, so that customers can purchase the 
perfume. Once a customer has purchased 
a perfume, the final step in the journey is 
for the customer to enjoy the scent. The 
customer will apply the perfume to their 
skin, and the scent will begin to react with 
their body chemistry and develop on the 
skin. This “dry-down” process is what 
makes a perfume unique, as no two 
people will have the same scent.

The journey of a perfume from the 
flower to the flacon is one that takes 
time, skill, and care to achieve. 

The process of extracting the essential 
oils, blending them, and packaging the 
final perfume in a perfect flacon, ready 
to be sold, is an intricate and complex 
process. Every step of the way requires a 
great deal of expertise in order to create 
the perfect scent, and the journey of a 
perfume is just as important and enjoya-
ble as the scent itself.

Perfume

The Journey
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“PERFUME IS THE MOST 
INTENSE FORM OF MEMORY.” 

 JEAN PAUL GUERLAIN
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“YOUR FRAGRANCE CARRIES ME AWAY, 
TO A PLACE OF PURE BLISS, 
IT TAKES ME BACK IN TIME, 
TO ONE I’LL FOREVER MISS.”

FLORIAN JAEGER
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The Garden

The Gardens of the International Museum 
of Perfumery are a place where visitors 
can immerse themselves in the scents and 
beauty of plants used in the perfume in-
dustry. The gardens cover 2.5 hectares and 
offer a delightful perfumed walk through 
fields of Provençal roses, jasmine, orange 
trees, tuberose, violets, and many more. The 
garden is divided into different sections, 
“plant nursery,” “distillation area,” “perfume 
creation area,”

The International Museum of Perfumery 
and the University Côte d’Azur ‘Occitane 
(Nice Institute of Chemistry) are working 
with L’Occitane en Provence to solve the 
mystery of plants that were once used for 
perfume but have been forgotten over the 
centuries. 

By studying documents related to perfume 
from ancient times to the present, research-
ers have been able to identify many of 
these plants. Their collection, extraction, 
olfactory evaluation, and analysis allow for 
the formation of various hypotheses about 
why these plants were neglected.

The MIP Gardens have formed a seed 
bank of forgotten plants formerly used in 
perfumery, and the area dedicated to this 
project combines inspiration from medieval 
gardens and the authenticity of Provençal 
landscapes. The MIP sponsors this research 
driven by simple values of authenticity and 
promotes some of the plants in the gardens 
of the International Museum of Perfumery.

Visitors to the gardens will learn about the 
economy and the reasons for the neglect of 
these plants, which can be due to changing 
fashion or other factors. The gardens offer 
a contemporary version of the utility and 
pleasure gardens, botanical collections, and 
scientific or trial gardens that marked the 
landscapes of the Cöte d’Azur for centuries.

The Gardens of the MIP show visitors the 
growing fields in the old-fashioned way, 
faithfully reconstructed and maintained 
as naturally as possible according to an 
organic management method. There are 
no chemical fertilizers or pesticides, and 
the gardens are respectful of biodiversity. 
Visitors can observe, touch, and smell what 
is around them, learning why plants have a 
scent and how they produce it. They will also 
hear about ecosystems, insects, scents, and 
history. 

The gardens offer two kinds of plants: those 
used in the manufacture of perfumes and 
scented plants that inspire perfumers. From 
the Mediterranean Trilogy to the Pedagog-
ic Garden, visitors can wander through the 
gardens punctuated by moments of rest in 
the cool of the pergolas and discovery of 
the fauna by the dragonfly pond and the 
restanques. The MIP Gardens are a chance 
to be surprised by the preserved flora and 
fauna in all their riches, discover traditional 
scented plants of the Pays de Grasse, and 
learn about preservation of the landscape 
heritage. 

Exploring the Colorful Flora
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“PERFUME IS A WAY 
OF MAKING 

MEMORIES TANGIBLE.” 

ESTEE LAUDER
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The cultivation of plants is an integral part 
of the process of making perfume, as the 
quality and fragrance of the flowers, leaves, 
and other plant materials used in the pro-
duction of perfumes are directly linked to 
their cultivation.

To produce the best quality plant, it is es-
sential to carefully consider each step of 
the cultivation process, from preparing the 
soil to planting the seeds or seedlings, to 
providing regular watering and fertilization, 
and controlling pests and diseases.

The first step in the cultivation process is 
preparing the soil. This involves loosening 
and aerating the soil to improve its structure 
and allow the roots of the plants to access 
the nutrients they need to grow. In addition, 
soil amendments, such as organic matter 
or fertilizer, may be added to improve the 
soil’s nutrient content. In some cases, it may 
be necessary to test the soil to determine 
its pH level and nutrient content in order to 
determine which amendments are needed.

Once the soil is prepared, the next step is 
to plant the seeds or seedlings. This can 
be done by hand by using a hand trowel 
or with the help of a planting machine. The 
plants are typically spaced out according to 
their specific needs and may be staked or 
supported in other ways to help them grow.

After planting, it is important to provide the 
plants with regular watering and fertilization. 

Water is essential for the growth of plants, 
as it helps to transport nutrients to the 
roots and provides the moisture needed 
for photosynthesis. Fertilization provides 
the plants with the essential nutrients 
they need to grow and thus produces 
strong, healthy flowers and leaves. Both 
watering and fertilization can be done 
manually or with the help of an irrigation 
system.

In addition to watering and fertilization, 
it is also important to control pests and 
diseases that can harm the plants. 

Pests and diseases can reduce the qual-
ity and fragrance of the plant materials 
and can also spread to other plants. 
Various methods can be used to prevent 
this from happening, such as applying 
pesticides, removing infected plants, and 
using natural predators to control pests.

Overall, the cultivation of plants for per-
fume-making involves a series of steps 
and techniques designed to produce 
high-quality plant materials with strong 
fragrances. 

The specific steps and methods used 
will vary depending on the type of plant 
and on the desired outcome. By carefully 
considering each step of the cultivation 
process, it is possible to produce plant 
materials that are ideal for use in the cre-
ation of fragrances.

From the Flower to the Flacon

Cultivation 



44



46



48



50

Greenhouses have become a crucial com-
ponent of the essential oil and perfume 
industry due to their ability to provide a 
controlled environment for the cultivation 
of plants that yield fragrant oils. Green-
houses are designed to create an ideal 
microclimate, with regulated temperature, 
humidity, and lighting conditions, to support 
optimal plant growth and productivity. This 
controlled environment allows producers to 
obtain high-quality and consistent yields of 
essential oils, which are widely used in the 
perfume and fragrance industry.

Essential oils are aromatic, volatile liquids 
that are extracted from plants through 
various methods such as steam distillation, 
cold pressing, or solvent extraction. These 
oils are highly concentrated and contain the 
essence of the plant, including its fragrance 
and therapeutic properties. Many plants 
that yield essential oils require specific cli-
matic conditions for optimal growth and 
productivity, which can be achieved through 
greenhouse cultivation.

One of the primary advantages of green-
house cultivation is that it enables year-
round production of essential oils, even in 
regions with seasonal weather patterns.

Greenhouse
The Glow of Life

Flower Power

By controlling temperature and humidity 
levels, greenhouse growers can create a 
consistent and optimal growing environment 
for their plants. This means that crops can 
be harvested at specific times throughout 
the year, ensuring a consistent supply of 
essential oils for the perfume and fragrance 
industry.

Moreover, greenhouse cultivation also enables 
the production of high-quality essential oils. 
By controlling factors such as light, temper-
ature, and humidity, greenhouse growers 
can ensure that their crops grow at a slower 
pace and produce higher concentrations of 
essential oils. This results in a higher-quality 
product with a more potent aroma and 
therapeutic benefits.

Greenhouses are also beneficial for culti-
vating delicate and exotic plants that are 
difficult to grow in outdoor conditions. For 
instance, many plants used in the perfume 
industry, such as jasmine and tuberose, re-
quire specific environmental conditions and 
protection from harsh weather conditions. 
Greenhouse cultivation provides a controlled 
environment that allows for the successful 
growth of these plants and the extraction of 
their essential oils.
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Michael, the owner of Fields of Tym, understands the importance of harvesting essential oils at the right time 
for optimal quality and potency. He monitors his plants’ growth and blooming patterns to determine the ideal 
time for harvesting. 
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Growing plants for essential oil is a great way to enjoy the benefits of natural oils while being in control of the 
quality of the product. Planting the right herbs, shrubs, and trees will ensure that the highest quality essen-
tial oil can be produced. It is important to pay attention to the climate and soil conditions of the area and to 
choose plants that will thrive in these conditions. After planting, it is important to provide adequate water and 
sunlight as well as to prune them regularly.
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Lavandula angustifolia, also known as English lavender, is 
a species of flowering plant that belongs to the Lamiaceae 
family. It is native to the Mediterranean region, but it is 
now widely cultivated all over the world, including in 
France, Italy, Spain, and the United Kingdom. English 
lavender is valued for its fragrant aroma, which is used in 
many products, including perfumes, soaps, candles, and 
bath products.

The perfume industry has a long-standing relationship 
with lavender. The plant’s distinctive aroma has been 
used in perfumes for centuries, and it remains one of the 
most popular fragrance ingredients today. Lavender is 
considered a versatile fragrance because it can be used in 
both fresh and floral scents as well as in more complex 
perfumes that feature a range of different fragrances.

Lavender is prized for its ability to evoke a sense of calm 
and relaxation, making it a popular choice for use in 
perfumes and personal care products. Its fresh and floral 
scent is often used in perfumes that are marketed as “fem-
inine” or “romantic.” The aroma of lavender is also used 
in perfumes that are promoted as being suitable for day-
time wear. In these perfumes, lavender is often combined 
with other fresh and floral scents, such as rose, jasmine, 
and freesia, to create a light and airy fragrance.

L
AV

E
N

D
E

R
  

“Lavandula angustifolia”

In addition to its versatility as a fragrance 
ingredient, lavender is also valued for 
its ability to provide a range of benefits 
for the skin. For example, lavender has 
antiseptic and anti-inflammatory prop-
erties, making it a popular choice for 
use in soaps, lotions, and other skin care 

products. The scent of lavender is also believed to have a 
calming effect on the mind and body, helping to reduce 
stress and promote relaxation.

The process of using lavender in perfumes is relatively 
simple. The flowers of the lavender plant are harvested 
and dried to preserve their fragrant aroma. The dried 
flowers are then distilled to extract the essential oil, which 
is the key ingredient in lavender-based perfumes. The es-
sential oil is combined with a range of other fragrances 
as well as alcohol and other ingredients to create a final 
product that is suitable for use in perfumes and other 
fragrance products.

Lavender essential oil has a variety of potential effects 
when used as a room diffuser, including promoting 
relaxation, reducing anxiety and stress, improving sleep 
quality, and reducing headaches. It may also help to repel 
insects and purify the air.
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In addition to its fragrance, thyme is also 
valued for its medicinal properties. Thyme 
is believed to have antiseptic, antifungal, 

and anti-inflammatory properties, making it a popular 
ingredient in personal care products that are designed to 
soothe and protect the skin. The oil of thyme is also used 
in aromatherapy, where its pungent aroma is thought to 
have a calming effect on the mind and body.

Thyme essential oil can have several effects depending on 
the individual’s preferences and the purpose of diffusion. 
The essential oil has a pleasant, spicy aroma that can help 
to freshen and purify the air. It can also help to promote 
relaxation and reduce stress and anxiety. Additionally, thyme 
essential oil has been shown to have antimicrobial proper-
ties, which can help to purify the air and reduce the risk of 
airborne infections. Overall, diffusing thyme essential oil can 
create a calming and revitalizing atmosphere in the room.

T
H

Y
M

E

“Thymus vulgaris”
Thymus vulgaris, commonly known as thyme, is a species 
of flowering plant that belongs to the Lamiaceae family. 
It is native to the Mediterranean region but is now widely 
cultivated throughout the world. Thyme is valued for its 
unique fragrance, which is earthy, pungent, and slightly 
spicy, with a sweet, herbaceous aroma. The fragrance of 
thyme has made it a popular ingredient in the perfume in-
dustry, where it is used to create a range of different scents.

Thyme is a versatile fragrance ingredient that can be used 
in a variety of perfumes, including floral, herbaceous, and 
spicy scents. Its earthy and slightly spicy aroma makes 
it a popular ingredient in perfumes that are marketed as 
being suitable for night-time wear, as its fragrance is warm 
and comforting. Thyme is also used in perfumes that are 
marketed as being more masculine, as its pungent aroma 
is thought to be more suited to men’s fragrances. In addi-
tion to its use in perfumes, thyme is also used in a range of 
personal care products, including soaps, bath products, and 
skin care products.

The process of using thyme in perfumes is relatively straight-
forward. The leaves of the thyme plant are harvested and 
dried to preserve their fragrance. The dried leaves are then 
distilled to extract the essential oil, which is the key 
ingredient in thyme-based perfumes. The essential oil 
is combined with a range of other fragrances, as well as 
alcohol and other ingredients, to create a f inal product 
that is suitable for use in perfumes and other fragrance 
products.
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Salvia, also known as sage, is a perennial herb that is 
native to the Mediterranean region and Asia. There 
are many different species of Salvia, each with their 
own unique characteristics and uses. Salvia off icina-
lis, also referred to as common sage, is one of the most 
widely used species of Salvia.

Common sage has grayish-green leaves that are elon-
gated and oval-shaped. The leaves have a soft, velvety 
texture and a distinct earthy aroma. The plant can 
grow up to 2–3 feet tall and produces small blue or 
purple flowers in the summer.

Salvia leaves have been used for centuries in cooking 
and medicinal practices. They are often used as an 
herb to flavor meat dishes, stuff ing, and sauces. Sage 
is also used in herbal teas and as an ingredient in aro-
matherapy oils and candles. 

SA
L

V
IA

 

“Salvia officinalis”

Salvia essential oil is created by 
steam-distilling the leaves of the 
plant. The resulting essential oil has 
a strong, herbal aroma with a hint of 
camphor. It is commonly used in aro-

matherapy to help promote relaxation, reduce stress 
and anxiety, and improve the mood.

Salvia is also valued for its medicinal properties. The 
leaves contain compounds that have anti-inflamma-
tory, antioxidant, and antimicrobial effects. They 
have been used to treat a variety of health conditions, 
including sore throat, digestive issues, and menopau-
sal symptoms.

Salvia is a versatile herb that has been used for both 
culinary and medicinal purposes for centuries. Its 
unique aroma and flavor make it a popular ingredient 
in many dishes, while its essential oil and medicinal 
properties make it a valuable addition to the world of 
aromatherapy and natural medicine.
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“Salvia rosmarinus”

The use of rosemary in perfumes is not 
limited to just the essential oil, however. 
Rosemary leaves, stems, and flowers can also 
be used to create different fragrance profiles. 
For example, rosemary flowers provide a 
lighter and sweeter aroma compared to the 
woody scent of the leaves and stems. This 
versatility makes rosemary a popular ingre-

dient in perfumes that are marketed as unisex or that are 
designed to appeal to a wide range of people.

The perfume industry has also been experimenting 
with different extraction methods to produce different 
variants of rosemary essential oil. Steam distillation is the 
most common method used to extract essential oil from 
rosemary, but other methods, such as carbon dioxide 
extraction, can also be used to produce different vari-
ants of the oil. These different extraction methods can 
produce rosemary essential oils with different fragrance 
profiles, making them suitable for use in different types 
of perfumes.

Rosemary essential oil has various potential benefits 
when used as a room diffuser, such as promoting mental 
clarity and concentration, reducing stress and anxiety, 
and improving respiratory health. It also has antibacterial 
and antifungal properties that can help to purify the air 
and prevent the spread of germs. However, it is essential 
to use caution and dilute the oil properly before use.

Rosemary, scientifically known as Salvia rosmarinus, is 
a fragrant herb commonly found in the Mediterranean 
region. It has a long history of use in cooking, medicinal 
remedies, and cosmetics, including the perfume industry.

Rosemary has a strong, woody, and camphor-like aroma 
that has made it a popular ingredient in perfumes. The es-
sential oil derived from rosemary is used in perfumes as a 
top or middle note, depending on the intended fragrance 
profile. When used as a top note, it provides a fresh and 
sharp scent that lasts for a short period. When used as a 
middle note, it provides a more rounded and balanced 
fragrance that lasts longer.

In addition to its fragrance, rosemary also has antimi-
crobial properties that make it a useful ingredient in 
perfumes and other cosmetic products. It can help to 
prevent the growth of bacteria and other harmful micro-
organisms, making it a popular choice for perfumes that 
are marketed as having natural or organic ingredients. 
This is particularly important for perfumes that are ap-
plied to the skin, as they can help to prevent infections 
and other skin problems.
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Roses are widely considered to be one of the most fragrant 
and beautiful flowers in the world. This beauty and fragrance 
have made roses a popular ingredient in the perfume industry, 
where they are used to create fragrances that evoke feelings 
of romance, elegance, and luxury.

The essential oil derived from roses is known as rose oil, 
and it is one of the most highly prized and expensive 
ingredients in the fragrance industry. This is because 
the process of extracting the oil from roses is both time- 
consuming and labor-intensive. The petals of the rose 
have to be picked by hand and processed within a few 
hours to ensure that the fragrance is captured at its most 
intense. This makes rose oil a premium ingredient that is 
used in high-end perfumes.

Rose oil has a sweet, floral, and slightly spicy fragrance 
that is both elegant and romantic. It is used in perfumes 
as a top or middle note, depending on the intended 
fragrance profile. When used as a top note, rose oil 
provides a fresh and light scent that lasts for a short 
period. When used as a middle note, it provides a more 
rounded and balanced fragrance that lasts longer.

In addition to its fragrance, rose oil also 
has antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory 
properties. This makes it a useful ingredient in 
perfumes and other cosmetic products that 
are marketed as having natural or organic 
ingredients. These properties can help to 
soothe the skin and prevent infections, 

making rose oil a popular choice for perfumes that are 
applied directly to the skin.

There are different species of roses, each with its own 
unique fragrance profile. For example, Bulgarian roses 
are considered to have the finest fragrance, while roses 
from Grasse in France are known for their strong, sweet 
scent. Perfumers often use a combination of different types 
of roses to create fragrances that have a more complex and 
nuanced fragrance profile.

Rose essential oil is often used in aromatherapy and 
as a room diffuser for its pleasant and calming aroma. 
It is known for its potential to reduce anxiety, stress, 
and depression, and promotes relaxation and a sense 
of well-being. It can also help to improve the quality 
of sleep, and alleviate headaches and menstrual cramps. 
Additionally, rose essential oil has antimicrobial and 
anti-inflammatory properties, which may help to boost 
the immune system and support skin health.

R
O

SE
 

“Rosa”
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“PERFUME IS TO A WOMAN 
WHAT A SMILE IS TO A KISS.”

CHARLES M. SCHWAB
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Au Miel Occitan

The relationship between bees and the fra-
grance industry is a complex and interde-
pendent one. Bees are the main pollinators 
for many of the plants used in perfumery, 
and they also contribute to the production 
of honey, which is often used as a sweetener 
in fragrances. To understand the impor-
tance of bees in perfume making, it is crucial 
to examine their role in plant cultivation and 
their impact on the fragrance industry.

Pollination is a critical process in the growth 
of plants, as it allows for fertilization and the 
production of seeds. Without pollination, 
many plant species would not be able to 
reproduce, leading to a decrease in the 
quality and fragrance of the plant materi-
als used in perfumes. Bees are particularly 
effective pollinators, as they collect nectar 
from flowers and transport pollen from one 
flower to another, increasing the chances 
of successful fertilization. By moving from 
flower to flower, bees also help to distribute 
pollen more widely, leading to the produc-
tion of healthier and more vigorous plants.

In addition to their role in pollination, bees 
play a crucial role in the production of hon-
ey, which is used in perfumery for its distinct 
flavor and fragrance. Honey is also known 
for its ability to improve the stability and 
longevity of fragrances. The use of honey 
in perfumes is an important factor in main-
taining the quality and authenticity of the 
fragrance, as well as its ability to last on the 
skin.

Unfortunately, the global bee population 
has been declining in recent years due to 
factors such as habitat loss, pesticide use, 
and climate change. This decline has the 

potential to have serious impacts on the 
fragrance industry, as well as the wider 
agricultural sector. To help protect bees and 
support their role in pollination and honey 
production, many perfumers and growers 
are working to create bee-friendly habitats, 
reduce the use of harmful pesticides, and 
promote sustainable farming practices.

Thus, bees play a critical role in the growth 
of many of the plants used in perfume 
making, and their decline could have serious 
impacts on the fragrance industry. By sup-
porting and protecting bees, we can help to 
ensure the production of high-quality plant 
materials with strong fragrances, and main-
tain the sustainability and viability of the 
perfume making industry. The importance 
of bees in the fragrance industry cannot be 
overstated, as they play a crucial role in the 
production of high-quality fragrances, and 
their preservation is essential for the health 
of the perfume industry.

Bees are especially important for the per-
fume industry when it comes to the cultiva-
tion of a number of different flower species, 
including jasmine, rose, lavender, and tuber-
ose. These flowers produce highly fragrant 
oils that are used in perfumes, and they 
often require pollination from bees to grow 
and produce these oils in large quantities.

In conclusion, bees are essential for the 
perfume industry when it comes to the 
cultivation of a number of different flower 
species, including jasmine, rose, lavender, 
and tuberose. These species produce highly 
fragrant oils that are used in perfumes, and 
their growth and production are heavily de-
pendent on pollination from bees.

Enjoy the Sweetness
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Gwenn and Céline Lasbleiz, along with their family, are passionate beekeepers located in Terre d’Argence, 
which is Gard’s first ecological land. They welcome visitors to their home, where they share their love for bee-
keeping, show their beehives and swarms, and offer homemade honey, pollen, and vinegar in chestnut, aca-
cia, lime blossom, garrigue, and lavender flavors. Gwenn and Céline prioritize the purity of their honey by nev-
er heating it during production and regularly moving their hives to new fields of lavender, chestnut, rosemary, 
and garrigue. 
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 “A GOOD PERFUME CAN TURN 
HEADS, BREAK HEARTS AND LEAVE 

UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES.” 

CALVIN KLEIN
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Essential oils

The production of essential oils has a close 
connection to the perfume industry. Essential 
oils are highly concentrated, volatile, aromat-
ic gases that are derived from plants and 
are used in the perfume industry to create 
beautiful, unique, and lasting scents.

Essential oil production begins with the 
selection of plants to be harvested and 
processed. This is typically done in its native 
environment. Plants are then distilled or 
cold-pressed to extract the concentrated 
oils. Distillation is the most popular method 
of harvesting essential oils, as it is the most 
efficient. Cold-pressing involves crushing 
the plant material and then pressing it to 
release the essential oils.

Once the oils have been extracted, they are 
ready to be used in perfumes. Perfumers 
choose from amongst a variety of essential 
oils and raw materials to craft their product. 
A variety of distillation processes and distil-
lation times are used to create concentration 
levels with different raw materials, resulting 
in a vast array of perfume options.

Essential oils are also used in other 
industries, including aromatherapy, 
massage oil, and cleaning products. The 
production of essential oils varies slightly 
depending on the type of product being 
used, but the overall process is relatively 
similar.

Essential oils provide a unique and beauti-
ful scent that can linger on the skin and in 
clothing for hours. Because of its versatili-
ty and natural beauty, many perfumers 
use essential oils to create captivating 
fragrances that can last for days or even 
weeks. Furthermore, since plants can be 
distilled multiple times, fragrances created 
using essential oils can easily be refreshed 
and renewed.

The production of essential oils is a central 
part of the perfume industry and plays an 
integral role in the creation of beautiful and 
memorable scents. Although the process 
may vary slightly depending on the applica-
tion, the beauty and versatility of essential 
oils make them invaluable to perfumers 
everywhere.

Unlocking Nature’s Perfume
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Un Mas en 
Provence  

“un MAS en PROVENCE” is an exceptional 
place that offers visitors a unique concept 
that goes far beyond just cultivating organic 
aromatic plants. It is a place where every 
aspect of the production of essential oils 
and organic cosmetic products is mastered, 
from the cultivation of the plants to the fin-
ished product in the bottle.

The man behind this innovative and sustain-
able project is Gaël Briez, a fourth-genera-
tion farmer from Belle-garde in Provence. 
Gael has always had a passion for the land 
and the plants that grow on it, and his life-
long dream has been to offer consumers 
complete transparency on essential oils 
and organic cosmetic products.

Gaël produces his own scented plants, 
including verbena, lavender, immortelle, 
lavandin, lemon balm, and more, on his 
farm. By controlling the entire production 
chain, Gaël can ensure the highest quality 
and sustainability. He has a deep connection 
to the earth through his agricultural activi-
ties, and essential oils are the main thread 
of all his activities.The property is open to 
the public, and visitors can experience the 
well-being of plants and the respect for the 
environment practiced there. 

They can have a direct contact with the 
production and materialization of the 
manufacturing phases of organic prod-
ucts, including the distillation process of 
essential oils in a typical Provençal Mas. 
The Mas, a former property of the Duchy 
of Uzès, offers a unique experience that 

Unlocking the Secret

combines the silent world of agriculture and 
the din of our current world. Gaël’s goal is 
to raise awareness for the importance of 
buying and consuming better and locally. 
He believes that fewer intermediaries, more 
information sharing, and tailored answers 
to questions of well-being are essen-tial 
for consumers. Through his passion for the 
sensory approach, Gael aims to create a 
deeper connection be-tween people and 
the natural world.

As a child, Gaël was introduced to the world 
of organic perfumes by his father, and he 
learned the approach to the earth from his 
maternal family. He quickly discovered the 
world of essential oils, and they have been 
an essential part of his life ever since. Gael is 
passionate about music and drums, and he 
believes they bring an immeasurable and 
unchanging emotion to his life.

With his feet on the ground and his nose 
in the perfumes, Gaël navigates between 
different subtle worlds that are close, and 
seem sometimes so far apart. “un MAS en 
PROVENCE” is the link between all this – the 
rediscovery of cultivating perfume plants 
and the alchemical transformation. 

It is a place where visitors can immerse 
themselves in the sensory world of essential 
oils and organic cosmetics, where they can 
learn about sustainable agriculture as well 
as the the importance of buying and con-
suming locally and where they can share 
their own experience of the olfactory world 
and nature.
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Betty is an integral part of the team at “un MAS en PROVENCE”. As Gael’s right-hand, she handles the important 
organizational processes that keep the business running smoothly. Her attention to detail and her passion 
for the project make her an invaluable asset to the team. Betty shares Gael’s belief in the importance of 
sustainable agriculture and the production of organic cosmetic. She is dedicated to providing visitors with an 
exceptional experience that immerses them in the sensory world of essential oils and natural beauty.



174



176 Simon and Vincent filling the Essential Oil Distiller with fresh plant material for essential oil production
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Adélaïde worked as a chemist for a season at “un MAS en PROVENCE” and played a vital role in ensuring 
the smooth production process of essential oils and organic cosmetic products. Her passion for sustainable 
practices and her expertise in the chemistry of essential oils and organic cosmetics made Adélaïde an integral 
part of the team at “un MAS en PROVENCE.”
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When it comes to what to do with plants 
after the extraction of essential oil, there are 
a few options to consider. First, they can be 
composted. Composting is a great way to 
recycle plants and to provide nutrients for 
the garden. It also reduces the amount of 
landfill waste. If composting is not an option, 
the plants can be used as mulch. Mulch is an 
effective way to reduce weeds, retain mois-
ture, and provide nutrition to the soil.

Another option is to upcycle the plants. Up-
cycling involves repurposing the plants into 
something else. For example, the leaves and 
stems can be used to make greeting cards, 
potpourri, or even jewellery. The flowers can 
be pressed to make decorative wall art. The 
possibilities are endless.

Finally, the plants can be used to make 
other products. For example, the essential 
oil extracted from the plants can be used to 
make soaps, lotions, and other beauty prod-
ucts. The plants can also be used to make 
extracts, tinctures, and infusions.

Composting 

No matter which option is chosen, it is im-
portant to remember that the plants should 
be handled with care. If they are composted 
or upcycled, it needs to be ensured that the 
plants are adequately dried before they are 
disposed of. If the plants are repurposed, 
they need to be kept away from direct 
sunlight or heat so as to prevent them from 
losing their potency.

In conclusion, there are many options for 
what to do with plants after the essential oil 
process is done. Composting, upcycling, and 
repurposing are all great options. No matter 
what is done, the plants need to be handled 
with care to ensure that the resulting prod-
ucts are of the highest quality.

Harnessing the Power of Nature
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Diawoye is a hardworking and skilled session worker who specializes in field work, particularly in the harvesting 
of various plants that are used to produce essential oils. He is a vital member of the team responsible for 
gathering raw materials and ensuring that they are of the highest quality.
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Marion is a skilled worker with a deep understanding of the various plants used to make essential oils and 
the specific conditions required for their optimal growth. She takes great pride in her work and is dedicated 
to producing high-quality essential oils. Her expertise and commitment are essential in ensuring that the final 
product meets industry standards and requirements.
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Aurelien is a dedicated supplier of roses that are used to produce essential oils. He has a deep knowledge of 
the different varieties of roses and understands the specific growing conditions required to produce the highest 
quality blooms.
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Essential oils are typically separated from water by a process called steam distillation. This process involves boiling water and 
passing the steam through a chamber containing the plant material. As the steam passes through the plant material, it extracts 
the essential oils, which are then collected in a condenser and cooled. The essential oils are then separated from the water, leaving 
behind a concentrated solution of oil and water.
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“PERFUME IS THE UNSPOKEN PART
 OF A WOMAN‘S ALLURE.” 

COCO CHANEL
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The Secret of 
Making Perfume

The secret to creating a successful perfume 
lies in the careful combination of various 
ingredients. Fragrances are composed of 
essential oils, absolutes, and aroma chem-
icals that are carefully blended together to 
create a unique scent. The art of perfumery 
is to create a harmonious blend that will 
evoke an emotional response in the wearer.

The first step in making a perfume is to de-
cide on the type of scent to be created. The 
most common categories of perfumes are 
floral, fruity, gourmand, and musky. 

Once the desired scent is determined, the 
perfumer must then select the appropri-
ate essential oils, absolutes, and aroma 
chemicals to achieve the desired effect. The 
perfumer must also consider the effect of the 
individual ingredients on the overall scent of 
the perfume.

The second step is to create a “perfume pal-
ette”. The perfumer must blend the chosen 
ingredients together in order to create a har-
monious blend. This is a very important step, 
as the perfumer must consider the types of 
notes that will be present in the scent, how 
the ingredients will react with each other, 
and the overall balance of the scent.

The third step is to create a sample of the 
perfume. The perfumer will typically create 
several small samples, which are then tested 
by a panel of experienced noses. 

The panel evaluates each sample to 
determine which blend of ingredients 
is the most successful. The perfumer 
may also tweak the blend by adding 
or removing ingredients in order to 
achieve the desired effect.

The fourth step is to create the final formula-
tion. The perfumer will use the sample blend 
as a guide and will adjust the levels of es-
sential oils, absolutes, and aroma chemicals 
in order to create the desired scent. It is im-
portant to note that the scent of a perfume 
can change dramatically over time, so the 
perfumer must take this into account when 
creating the final formulation.

The fifth and final step is to package and 
market the perfume. The perfumer will 
choose a suitable container and label for 
the perfume. The perfumer may also design 
packaging materials such as brochures and 
advertisements in order to promote the 
perfume.

In conclusion, the secret to making 
successful perfume lies in the careful 
selection and blending of ingredients 
to, creatine firstg a harmonious blend, 
creating then a sample blend, creating 
and finally the final finished formulation, 
and as well as in marketing the perfume. 
The art of perfumery requires a lot of skill, 
experience, and creativity, and is a very 
rewarding profession.

Crafting the Perfect Scent
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Carole André

Carole, a perfumer who graduated in organic 
chemistry and from ISIPCA (International 
Superior Institute of Per-fume, Cosmetics 
and Food Aromatics, Versailles, France) 
with a specialization in perfumery in 2000 
founded the training and service company, 
IRIS CONSULTING, in November 2004.

She divides her time between various 
schools and universities where she teaches 
formulation, olfaction, creativi-ty and senso-
ry analysis, and a clientele of professionals 
wishing to develop new ranges or needing 
regulatory support.

In 2014, she created the SAHLIATM skin-
care brand, which is characterised by a 
high content of plant-based in-gredients. 
She specializes in formulations based 
on essential oils and vegetable oils, and 
develops expertise in different saponification 
techniques.

Based on the French Riviera, between 
Grasse and Nice, Carole favors local sourc-
ing and short circuits as much as possible, 
particularly for plants grown in France. For 
several years, she has also been working on 
care and hygiene products for pets that are 
rich in essential oils.

 Decoding the Secrets of Perfume

“I founded Iris Consulting in 2004 with the 
desire to be free to create and transmit 
my passion for perfume and cosmetics 
formulation. Each day is a different ad-
venture, a new story that begins.

I created the SAHLIATM range gradually 
according to my needs, with the ingre-
dients I love and generosity in dosages 
that custom formulation can’t always 
allow. The result is a range of products 
where frustration is ban-ished, and ef-
fectiveness is a prerequisite.

From my childhood in Grasse, I have 
two very particular memories: the high, 
red-brown brick chimneys typical of 
raw material factories for perfumery, 
and that every day the ambient air had 
a different scent, depending on distil-
lations, extractions or syntheses. I par-
ticularly remember the lavender at the 
beginning of summer, and the aroma of 
strawberry candy that tickled our taste 
buds! Today, environmental safety and 
smoke treatment regulations have put 
an end to this Grasse specificity, and it 
has become rare to smell fragrances 
in the air.”
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Didier Gaglewski

Didier Gaglewski’s journey to becoming a 
perfumer is a testament to the power of 
perseverance and passion. His exceptional 
sense of smell led him to leave his job in the 
economy and move to Grasse, the perfume 
city of the world, to pursue his dream.

After surviving cancer, Gaglewski decided 
to utilize his sense of smell and embark on 
a career in perfumery. He faced challenges 
finding a job in the industry, but his determi-
nation eventually secured him an appren-
ticeship at the Argeville factory in Grasse.

Gaglewski learned that creating fragrances 
is a matter of experience and not some-
thing that can be learned from a textbook. 
To become a perfumer, the nose needs to 
be trained with the help of an instructor for 
several years. After learning how to smell 
properly, Gaglewski went on to learn how 
to create perfumes. He was able to use the 
laboratory of his training company to prac-
tice blending and to gain experience.

Together with his wife Sylvie and with Mi-
chelle Cavalier, Gaglewski founded a family 
business producing natural and organic 
essences. 

They grow rare plants on their land to pro-
duce oils for their fragrances. They prioritize 
using their own essences, but when they 
have to buy them, they make sure they were 
grown organically. Gaglewski also uses 
the “cold method” for producing essences, 
which is different from the methods used by 
large factories. 

The cold method, also known as “enfleur-
age à froid”, is a traditional technique used 
to extract fragrances from delicate flowers 
that cannot withstand the heat and pressure 
of other extraction methods. This method 
is particularly useful for flowers such as 
jasmine and tuberose, which have a fragile 
structure and produce a small amount of 
essential oil.

The method involves placing freshly picked 
flowers on a layer of fat or wax which ab-
sorbs the fragrance molecules from the 
flowers. The flowers are replaced with fresh 
ones several times until the fat or wax is sat-
urated with the fragrance. It is then washed 
with alcohol to extract the fragrance mole-
cules, leaving behind a highly concentrated, 
pure essential oil.

The cold method is a labor-intensive pro-
cess that requires patience and skill, but it 
produces a high-quality and aromatic fra-
grance that cannot be replicated by other 
methods. Although it is not commonly used 
in commercial perfumery due to its high 
cost and low yield.

Gaglewski’s success story emphasizes the 
value of following one’s passion and the im-
portance of practical experience in learning 
a craft. His dedication to using natural and 
organic essences is also a refreshing change 
in an industry that often relies on synthetic 
ingredients. Gaglewski’s unique background 
and skillset make him a valuable addition to 
the perfume industry and a true inspiration 
for those looking to pursue their dreams.

From Nature to Bottle
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Laurence Fanuel 

In the historical heart of Grasse – the City 
of Flowers –, L’Atelier de Rosa Rose is a 
place where art and science mix, where the 
creative energy can be experienced like in 
the book “The Art of Distilling Life according 
to Rosa Rose – A research notebook on 
perfumes, creativity and the invisible” by 
Laurence Fanuel (2021, Maïa Editions, trans-
lation in progress). 

The wisdom of Rosa Rose, a flower, energiz-
es this research and creation lab to explore 
perfumes and smells, the natural ingredi-
ents so important in Grasse, the synthetic 
molecules, from a very technical angle to a 
purely emotional one. All sorts of projects 
can benefit from Laurence Fanuel and 
Jean-Philippe Peltier’ broad know-how that 
comes from a unique combination of expe-
riences acquired in a Ph.D. in biochemistry, 
from 25 years as perfumers in the industry, 
as theater actress, writing, painting and in 
projects management. 

The Atelier develops innovative visions for 
various projects, questioning the sense of 
smell, envisioning design experiences and 
developing products in the coherence of the 
senses. In the chaos of the world, Rosa Rose 
believes that the integration of the senses 
gives a real purpose to creations, especially 
when working with the “better for everyone” 
in mind. To this aim, the Atelier is working with 
the local craftsmen and women of Grasse 
to connect them and to energize a world 
where expertise is cherished everywhere. 

The local Accords et Parfums company 
has been their partner since the start: it has 
been producing the perfumes of many in-
dependent perfumers for almost 20 years. 
The Atelier shares his knowledge by teaching 
both technical and artistic creation in schools 
like ISIPCA, ESPdi, Universities, or directly at 
the Atelier. 

Among the projects, there are beautiful re-
alizations such as scenographies for shows 
and exhibitions like “The Beast” and “Scent-
ed Tales” with the company Le Tir et La Lyre; 
“Nose to Nose” with the Centre Imaginaire; 
contemporary art exhibitions like “Les Dia-
logues d’Essences” with a group of artists 
from the Laboratoire d’Exposition in Paris; 
“Anima Mundi” with the artists Anne and 
Patrick Poirier; a 7 stars chefs gala dinner in 
Geneva (for research on Alzheimer, 2015). A 
very beloved creation is “Finou”, a perfume 
evoking the love of a grandmother for her 
5-year-old granddaughter. 

Perfumes are deeply linked to the human 
soul; therefore, time has come to explore 
them further for all what they teach us about 
the invisible world! 

L’Atelier de Rosa Rose.
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“LAVENDER IN THE SUMMER BREEZE,
A CALMING SIGHT FOR US TO SEE.

AROMATIC, GRACEFUL AND SERENE,
ITS BEAUTY AND POWER 

CAN’T BE SEEN.”

FLORIAN JAEGER
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The Houses of Parfum

The world of perfume is one that is filled 
with mystery, elegance, and intrigue. From 
the French city of Grasse to the perfumer-
ies of Paris and beyond, perfume houses 
have been creating exquisite scents for 
centuries. From the earliest days of the 
French monarchy to the modern era, 
perfumes have been a symbol of luxury, 
status, and wealth.

Grasse, France, is known as the perfume 
capital of the world. Located in the heart of 
the French Riviera, Grasse is home to some 
of the most esteemed perfume houses in 
the world. The region has been producing 
fragrances since the 16th century and is 
home to some of the oldest, most estab-
lished perfume houses in the world.

The history of perfume houses in Grasse 
is deeply rooted in the region’s unique 
combination of natural resources. Grasse 
is known for its Mediterranean climate and 
for its abundance of flowers, herbs, and 
spices. These resources are combined with 
other natural ingredients such as animal 
musk, ambergris, and labdanum to create 
unique and exquisite scents.

Some of the oldest perfume houses in 
Grasse are Parfums de Marly, Fragonard, 
and Galimard. These perfume houses have 
been producing innovative and luxurious 
fragrances since the early 18th century. In 
addition to these houses, there are many 
other perfume houses in Grasse that produce 
both traditional and modern fragrances
.

The perfumes of Grasse are renowned 
for their sophistication and elegance. The 
perfumes produced in this region often 
contain sophisticated blends of natural 
ingredients and synthetic molecules. These 
ingredients are carefully blended to create 
a distinctive and luxurious scent. Furthermore, 
Grasse is also known for its use of rare and 
exotic materials such as oud, rosewood, 
and saffron.

The Houses of Perfume in Grasse are renowned 
for their craftsmanship and expertise. Each 
house has its own unique style and approach 
to creating fragrances. Many of the Houses 
are also known for their innovative techniques 
in blending and creating fragrances. 

In addition to the perfume houses in 
Grasse, there are many other perfume 
houses around the world that produce 
exquisite fragrances. From the Houses of 
Guerlain in Paris to the House of Creed in 
London, these perfume houses combine 
the finest ingredients with innovative tech-
niques to produce exquisite fragrances.

The perfume houses of the world are 
a testament to the craftsmanship and 
ingenuity of perfumers. These artisans 
have dedicated their lives to creating 
beautiful and luxurious fragrances that 
will captivate and enchant. The Houses 
of Perfume in Grasse are a symbol of this 
rich tradition and of the history of perfume 
making.

The Power of Perfume
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Molinard is a French perfumery company found-
ed in 1849 in Grasse, France, by Jean-Honoré 
Molinard. It is one of the oldest French per-
fume companies and is known for its classic 
scents and fragrances.

Molinard’s perfumes have been used by 
royalty and celebrities alike. Napoleon III 
and his wife, Empress Eugenie, were known 
to be admirers of the brand, as well as Sarah 
Bernhardt, who used Molinard’s fragrances in 
her stage performances.

Molinard’s perfumes are made with natural 
ingredients and essential oils sourced from 
around the world. The perfumes are often 
blended with exotic notes, such as musk, 
sandalwood, jasmine, and rose. 

The company is known for its use of rare 
and unique ingredients, such as osmanthus, 
which is an aromatic flower from China.

Molinard

Molinard’s fragrances are divided into 
three main collections: the Classic Collec-
tion, which consists of timeless scents such 
as Habanita and Gourmandises; the Les 
Classiques Collection, which features more 
modern fragrances; and the Les Exclusifs 
Collection, which features limited-edition 
scents made with rare and precious ingre-
dients.

The company also produces home fragrances, 
such as scented candles and diffusers, as 
well as skin care products. All of Molinard’s 
products are made with natural ingredients 
and essential oils.

Molinard is a company that is steeped in 
history and tradition. For over 150 years, it 
has been creating beautiful fragrances that 
evoke a sense of luxury and sophistication. 
Its classic scents continue to delight and 
inspire generations of perfumery lovers.

The Language of Scent
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The French perfume company Galimard is 
one of the oldest and most respected per-
fume makers in the world. Founded in 1747 
by Jean de Galimard, the company has 
been making fragrances for over 270 years 
and is one of the most recognizable names 
in the world of luxury perfumes.

The history of Galimard is one of innovation 
and excellence. Jean de Galimard, who was 
a master perfumer, was the first to use ber-
gamot in his perfumes, which gave them a 
unique and distinctively French aroma. This 
innovative approach has continued over 
the years, with Galimard creating some of 
the most iconic and beloved perfumes of all 
time.

In addition to their classic fragrances, 
Galimard also produces a range of modern 
scents, designed to appeal to customers of 
all ages and tastes. Their fragrances are 
divided into several distinct collections, in-
cluding the ‘Classique’ range, which features 
timeless classics such as ‘Eau de Cologne’ 
and ‘Eau de Toilette’; the ‘Nature’ collection, 
which features natural and organic ingredi-
ents; and the ‘Modern’ collection, which fea-
tures scents that are perfect for the modern 
lifestyle.

Galimard

Galimard’s commitment to creating luxurious 
and high-quality fragrances is evident in 
every aspect of their production. They use 
only the finest ingredients, sourced from 
around the world, and combine them with 
traditional artisanal techniques to create 
unique and memorable perfumes. The 
company also employs a team of expert 
perfumers, who use their experience and 
expertise to create fragrances that are both 
sophisticated and timeless.

In addition to creating fragrances, Galimard 
also produces a range of accessories and 
products related to perfumery. These include 
scented candles, diffusers, and even home 
fragrances. The company also offers a range 
of gift sets and personalisation options so 
that customers can find the perfect gift for 
someone special.

Galimard is a company that is committed to 
producing fragrances of the highest quality 
while also respecting their customers and 
their environment. Their focus on sustainability 
and ethical production practices makes them 
a leader in the world of perfumery. With a 
commitment to providing luxury and quality, 
Galimard is a name that is synonymous with 
opulence and sophistication.

Senses, Desire & Journey
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Magrita is a valued member of the Galimard team, working in guest relations to provide a unique experience 
for tourists interested in the art of perfume-making. With years of dedication to the company, Magrita has 
honed her skills through the journey of discovering the intricate world of French perfumes. 
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Fragonard is a French perfume brand that 
has been at the forefront of the perfume 
industry for over 100 years. Founded in 
1926 by the perfumer Jean-François Costa, 
Fragonard is named after the famous 
French painter Jean-Honoré Fragonard 
and is known for its beautifully crafted 
perfumes and products.

Founded by Eugene Fuchs in the French 
city of Grasse, the company has become 
synonymous with luxury and quality. Today, 
Fragonard is still a family-run business, with 
its current president and CEO, Jean-Fran-
cois Costa, at the helm.

Fragonard’s range of products includes a 
wide variety of perfumes, cosmetics, and 
home fragrances. Their signature scent, 
“Eau de Parfum,” is a timeless classic and 
has been featured in numerous films and 
television series. In recent years, the com-
pany has expanded its product range to 
include body care and skincare products, 
such as body lotions, makeup, and sun-
screens.

The company also offers a variety of gift 
sets, which make great gifts for any oc-
casion. From baby gifts to wedding gifts, 
Fragonard has something for everyone. 

They also have a range of home fragrances, 
such as candles, diffusers, and room sprays, 
which allow customers to transform any 
space into a luxurious experience.

Fragonard is renowned for its commitment 
to quality. All of their products are created 
with the finest natural ingredients, and they 
take great pride in their craftsmanship. 
Their fragrances are developed in their 
Grasse laboratory, and each product is 
created with the utmost precision.

The company also takes great care to ensure 
that their products are safe and environmen-
tally friendly. All of their products are free of 
parabens, phthalates, and other potential 
toxins, and they sustainably source many of 
their ingredients.

Fragonard is an iconic brand that stands for 
quality and excellence. Their range of prod-
ucts offers something for everyone, and their 
commitment to quality makes them a trust-
ed name in the beauty industry. Whether 
the customer desires a new fragrance or a 
luxurious body care product, Fragonard has 
something on offer. With their commitment 
to quality and sustainability, Fragonard is a 
great choice for anyone looking for a luxuri-
ous beauty experience.

Fragonard

A Fragrant Journey
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Perfumes are bottled in flacons which are designed to keep the scent inside the bottle and protect it from external contaminants. 
The flacons are typically made of glass or metal and often have a decorative design. Because of the delicate nature of the scent, 
perfume must be stored in a cool, dark place away from direct sunlight and heat. By following these guidelines, it can be ensured 
that the perfume will remain in optimal condition and provide an exquisite scent for years to come.
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When it comes to fragrances, everyone has 
their own preference. Some people might 
like strong, musky scents while others prefer 
more subtle ones. While there is no one-
size-fits-all answer to the question of what 
the best scented fragrance is, there are a 
few fragrances that stand out as particular-
ly delightful. 

First, a classic favorite is the scent of freshly 
cut roses. Rose has been used in perfumes 
since ancient times, and its sweet, delicate 
aroma is timeless. Roses are not just 
pleasing to the nose, they are also known 
to have calming and uplifting effects on 
the mind and body. Whether a natural rose 
scent or a more modern rose-scented per-
fume is chosen, one cannot go wrong with 
this classic. 

Another popular scent is lavender. Lavender 
has a woodsy, herbaceous scent that is both 
calming and uplifting. It is often used in aro-
matherapy and is believed to have sedative 
properties, which can be helpful in calming 
down any stress or anxiety. Lavender is also 
known to promote feelings of peace and 
tranquility, making it the perfect scent for a 
relaxing evening.

BEST SCENT

Fruity, Smoky, Fresh, Dry

Fruity: Hugo Boss Orange Sunset, DKNY Delicious Delicious Fresh Blossom
Smoky: Dolce & Gabbana The One, Bvlgari Black, Cartier Baiser Vole
Fresh: Calvin Klein Eternity Aqua, Thierry Mugler Angel, Creed Silver MountainWater
Dry: Guerlain L’Instant de Guerlain, Hermes Eau des Merveilles, Caron Pour un Homme

Citrus scents are also very popular. Depend-
ing on the type of the chosen citrus scent, a 
variety of different effects can be achieved. 
Sweet orange, for example, is known to be 
uplifting and energizing, while lemon is more 
calming and grounding. 

No matter what type of citrus scent is cho-
sen, it will induce a refreshed and energized 
feeling. 

Finally, the scent of sandalwood is often 
used in perfumes. Sandalwood has a sweet, 
woody aroma that is both calming and 
grounding. 

It is believed to promote spiritual growth 
and inner peace, making it a perfect scent 
to wear for clearing one’s head and relaxing. 

In the end, the best scent for a person will 
depend on their own personal preference. 
Whether this is a classic rose scent, a 
calming lavender, an energizing citrus, or 
a grounding sandalwood, whichever scent 
they choose for themselves, it will surely be 
one that they will love.
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“PERFUME IS THE MOST SENSUAL WAY 
TO MAKE A STATEMENT.” 

TOM FORD 
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Perfume flacons, or perfume bottles, are an 
important and integral part of the perfume 
industry, as they are the vessel that holds 
the fragrance itself. These bottles are of-
ten seen as one of the most important ele-
ments of a fragrance, as they help to evoke 
the emotions associated with the scent and 
to create a memorable experience for the 
user.

Perfume flacons have been around since 
the beginning of perfume-making, with 
the first documented bottles being creat-
ed in the 12th century. They were typically 
made from glass and were often decorated 
with intricate designs and shapes. Over the 
centuries, the popularity of the flacons has 
grown, and today there are many different 
types of bottles available.

Today, the most popular process of making 
perfume flacons is injection molding. This is 
a process where molten plastic is injected 
into a mold and cooled to form a bottle. This 
process is often used for mass-produced 
bottles, as it is quick and cost-effective. 
However, many luxury perfume houses still 
use traditional glass-making techniques to 
produce their bottles.

Many of the world’s leading perfume brands 
use perfume flacons as part of their brand-
ing and marketing strategy. 

The Flacon

Alluring Notes in an Elegant Flacon 
These bottles are often intricately designed 
and decorated and are used to help create 
an impression of luxury and quality. Popular 
brands that use flacons include Chanel, Dior, 
and Yves Saint Laurent, among many others.

Although perfume flacons are the most 
common type of bottle used for perfumes, 
there are alternatives. 

These include atomizers, which are typically 
used for travel-sized fragrances, and roll-on 
bottles, which are often used for more af-
fordable fragrances. However, these alter-
natives are not as popular or as widely used 
as flacons, as they do not have the same 
level of sophistication and elegance.

In conclusion, perfume flacons are an im-
portant part of the perfume industry, as they 
serve as the vessel that holds the fragrance. 
These bottles have been around since the 
12th century and are often intricately dec-
orated and designed to evoke emotions 
and create a memorable experience for the 
user. They are used by many of the world’s 
leading perfume brands, as they help to 
create an impression of luxury and quality. 
Although there are alternatives to flacons, 
such as atomizers and roll-on bottles, these 
are not as popular or widely used, as they 
do not have the same level of sophistication 
and elegance.



260



264

BY FLORIAN JAEGER

A JOURNEY ABOUT SMELL AND SENSES

This book was conceived, written and edited by 

Editing and proofreading by 

Text, Images and layout by 

Typfaces:

Special Thanks to

Florian Jaeger
www.florianjaeger.com

Jana Schaefer 

Florian Jaeger

Quicksand, EB Garamond 

FH Dortmund

Gaël Briez
Gween 

Laurence Fanuel
Carole André
Didier Gaglewski

Fragonard
Molinard 
Galimard

fh-dortmund.de

mas-provence.fr
facebook.com/AuMielOccitan

atelierrosarose.com
labastidedisalinore.fr
gaglewski.co.uk

fragonard.com
molinard.com
galimard.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechani-
cal, including photocopy or any storage and 
retrieval system, without permission in writing 
from the publisher.

Respect copyrights, encourage creativity!

This book was printed on paper certified 
according to the standards of the FSC®.



270


