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Interviewed by Tony Korsten Written by Ana Lorton

When Nadia Tromp left Cape Town for

Johannesburg she set out to make her mark

in a big architectural practice doing big
projects. Her ambitions morphed into work

focused on social justice and human rights.
Now, more than twenty years later, that bold
move and the evolution of her practice and

ideals sees her, as CEO of Ntsika Architects,
at the helm of possibly the most significant

design currently underway - South Africa's
Parliament.

Nadia Tromp: Founder of Ntsika Architects
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've known the Parliament building

L

since I was a child," says Nadia, "and

have an intimate understanding of what
it represents, and what it should represent.

This was an exclusionary space steeped in
colonial and apartheid practice, and a site

of protest for most of its existence. But it's

also the place where the first democratic

government sat. As architects we felt a

responsibility to make the design outcome

more true to our constitution, reflecting

transparency and inclusion."

Nadia has won international and local

recognition for her work, in the process

proving herself a skilled businesswoman

with a strong entrepreneurial spirit. In 2008

she founded Ntsika ('pillar of strength')
as a 100% black female-owned and run

architectural practice.

A commitment to social and spatial
justice

Most recently, Ntsika was honoured with a

SCAPE Award, which celebrates exceptional
architectural and design work. The award was

made for its upgrade design of  the Westbury

Transformation Development Centre in

Johannesburg, chosen as the Flagship Project

of the Decade. The newly designed building

has been described as a "breath-taking and

inspiring multipurpose centre which will provide
opportunities for social interaction and

activity for both the young and the aged in

Westbury and surrounding neighbourhoods."
It speaks directly to Ntsika's vision and

commitment to social impact.
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In 2008 she founded Ntsika

('pillar of strength') as a 100%
black female-owned and run

architectural practice.

Artist's impression of the Westbury
Transformation Development Centre
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Westbury Clinic in Johannesburg
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Westhury Clinic
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This focus is not incidental, with

Nadia hailing from Ocean View, a

township outside of Cape Town
that still suffers from historical

neglect and many social ills.

"My story, our story, is one of

displacement and fractured

communities, but also resilience.

An important consideration for

us as architects must be to help
create spaces that communities

truly embrace as their own and

which foster cohesion," she says.

With her award-winning civic,
commercial and residential work

helping to shape many land-
scapes, from Johannesburg to

20 Asset Magazine Issue 141 I November 2025

Mozambique and the Middle East, it

now seems appropriate that Ntsika has

been chosen to spearhead the design of

Parliament.

"Much of our focus as a practice is on

social and spatial justice," she tells Asset,

"and looking at projects through this lens,
has created the opportunity to produce

architecture that pushes boundaries,

that is innovative and challenges the
status quo." This bold approach is clear

in the resultant design of the Parliament

National Assembly. Using the key pillars
of the constitution of South Africa as her

inspiration for the design, the ideals of

freedom, equality and equity are made
concrete in physical form.

In 2022, following in-depth discussions about
South Africa's housing shortage with longtime
friend and colleague Jean-Paul Zietsman, Nadia
co-founded HUB South Africa. Rooted in the

strong foundation of HUB Architects' extensive

experience in sectional title residential
developments, the new venture represented
a natural evolution of Nadia's commitment to

shaping the future of urban living. Guided by
her belief in collaboration and innovation, Nadia

joined forces with a partner equally dedicated
to addressing the country's housing challenges
and creating lasting impact through thoughtful,
people-centred design.

HUB SA designed Parks on View - seen

here - for Parks Properties in Pretoria. The

development received a 2025 PIA Awards for

Architecture commendation in the category
'Residential Architecture - Multiple Housing'.
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