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Overview

Research rarely begins with the perfect search query. More often, students
begin with a broad topic, an unfamiliar term, a half-formed question, or the
uneasy feeling that an important paper might be missing.

In conversations with graduate students across disciplines, we found that Consensus is most useful
at precisely these uncertain moments. Students can turn to it when they need to understand the
landscape of a field, find a useful starting set of papers, narrow an overwhelming search, decide
which studies deserve closer attention, or verify that the evidence supports what they plan to write.

That does not mean handing over the research process. Students still need to read the full papers,
interpret the findings, and write the final work themselves. Consensus serves as a research
discovery and evaluation layer: it helps students reach relevant evidence faster and approach it
with better context.

Here are five ways students can incorporate Consensus into their research workflow.

LN Get oriented in an unfamiliar research area

Entering a new field can be disorienting. Students may not know a field’s standard terminology,
foundational papers, or even whether a topic has been studied extensively. A conventional database
search often expects students to know the right keywords before they have learned the vocabulary.

Consensus can help students get past that initial barrier. They can begin with a broad question in
natural language, often the same way they would ask an adviser or colleague, and use the
response to develop a quick mental map of the topic.

Samuel Crawford experienced this challenge firsthand when his PhD took him from weed science
into entomology and monarch-butterfly research:

“It is much harder to find relevant papers when | do not know the key people or terminology in
a field. Moving from weed science into entomology, being able to search with natural-
language keywords has been especially helpful for my preliminary literature review.”

— Samuel, PhD student, Virginia Tech
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Research starts here
At this stage, students are not
trying to reach a deﬁnitive x:‘tt:;e;::tljzyy:‘::;gson how pesticide drift affects monarch butterfly survival and conservation
conclusion. They are trying to o e— —me o @
understand the landscape: how k
much research exists, which
ideas or methods recur, and
where the evidence appears
consistent or contested.

For a broad or complex question, Pro Search can plan and carry out a multi-step search, apply
academic filters, and trace connections across papers, authors, and citation networks that a single
search might miss. Deep Search is useful when students need a more comprehensive overview: it
breaks a question into a structured search strategy, reviews a large body of research, and
produces a report grounded in the most relevant papers.

Visual tools such as the Results Timeline can show students when important studies were
published, highlight major milestones, and help them understand how thinking within a field has
developed over time. To trigger it, students can include a request in their Pro search, such as:
“Show me a timeline of the most influential papers on [topic].”

Results Timeline
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FIGURE 4 Timeline of influential studies on social media and dopamine, larger markers indicate more citations
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Behind the scenes, Consensus can expand a broad question into multiple targeted searches,
aggregate the results, and narrow a large pool of potentially relevant papers into a more focused
shortlist. This is especially helpful for students who are new to a subject and do not yet know the
field’s preferred terminology or most effective search terms.

Consensus Meter offers a quick field-level signal by showing how relevant studies lean. Students
should use it as an orientation tool rather than a final verdict, helping them notice whether the
literature appears consistent, mixed, or more nuanced than expected. To trigger it, they can
phrase a search as a yes-or-no question, such as: “Does morning sunlight improve mood?”

While widely used, glyphosate and its formulations show substantial
ecological harms, especially to non-target species and ecosystem functions.

Is glyphosate harmful to ecology? = 15

Results Recency [ Methods 2 Journals Citations 9
® Yes81% A D 2022 = 1tierone %/ Q1.09 avg. 1.2k total
avg. study

13 papers — Recent high-impact
reviews and field studies consistently
report negative ecological effects
across diverse taxa and environments.

Possibly 13% 2022 = 0 tier one Q1.5 avg. 868 total
avg. studies
2 papers — Older or less-cited reviews
highlight potential risks but emphasize
gaps in causal evidence and call for
further research.
® Mixed 6% — == — —
® Noé%s m 2020 avg. 0 tier one Qlavg. W 95 total

5 y P studies
1 paper — A single, well-cited review

argues glyphosate's ecological impact

Luke described using disagreement in the literature as a reason to slow down and scrutinize
individual studies more carefully:

“If the evidence is split 50-50, | know | need to look more closely at the individual studies.
Finding one article that agrees with me is not enough. That is when | know to be more
critical.”

— Luke, doctoral student, Cedarville University

Students can then use the response to identify important terms, recurring findings, and narrower
guestions to investigate next.
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02 Build a strong starting point for a literature review

A literature review requires more than collecting papers. But collecting the right papers

is still one of its hardest first steps.

At the beginning of a thesis chapter, seminar paper, scoping review, or grant proposal, students
can use Consensus to find an initial set of relevant studies. Instead of moving immediately

between dozens of abstracts and browser tabs, they can see papers connected to their question

alongside concise descriptions of their findings.

Jacob, a senior graduate student in hydrology at Rice University, described Consensus as “a very
good tool for preliminary literature reviews, then digging more into individual papers.” He also
uses it as a secondary screening tool when he already knows a field well, checking for recent
citations or classic papers that his first search may have missed.

Students should treat this as a starting point, not an automated replacement for a rigorous
literature review. Consensus can help them discover promising studies and understand how they
relate to a question. They can then open the full text, evaluate the research directly, and expand
the search in discipline-specific databases when their methodology requires it.

Students can also ask Consensus to identify the seminal papers in a field and explain why each is
considered foundational. Consensus can combine author searches, citation signals, and
information from the papers themselves to create a shortlist of key works, summarize their core
contributions, and show how later research built on them.

Try asking: “What are the seminal papers on [topic], what did each contribute, and why are they

considered foundational?”

Social Media Adolescent Reward Circuitry 1 ~ [ % share

Identify an influential paper on social media use and adolescent reward circuitry. Trace the
key studies it cites and the later papers that cite it, then create a timeline of how the research
has evolved and a table comparing each study’s population, measure of social media use, ...

&8 Pro - 10steps v

312.2K © 135 © 26 O
Retrieved Eligible Included

'l search for the most influential paper connecting social media use to adolescent reward circuitry, then
simultaneously look for key related work to build the citation network

@ social media use adolescent reward circuitry neuroimaging fMRI 268.7Kk 7

Q, social media likes peer feedback adolescent brain striatum ventral striatum reward 51.4K 7

Sherman et al. (2016) The power of the like in adolescence! is the clear central paper (469 citations, fMRI +
Instagram paradigm). Il now trace its references and citations in parallel, and also read the key papers already
found to extract study details

1? References Backward citation search on "The power of the 'like' in adolescence: Effects of pe... 38 7
@ Read Abstracts 8 >

I8 Citations Forward citation search on "The power of the 'like' in adolescence: Effects of peerin... 58 7

| now have rich evidence: the central paper (Sherman et al. 2016), its key references (Chein 2011, Meshi 2013),
and important citing papers (Sherman 2017, Sherman 2018, Maza 2023, Flannery 2024, Crone & Konijn 2018). |
have enough detail to produce the full timeline and comparison table.

@ Read Abstractsand PDFs 28 >

* Consensus

References / (D Identify an influential paper on social ... v x

ns@Ee =

1 Is adolescence a sensitive period for sociocultural processing?

Results 312.2K

KEY TAKEAWAY - Adolescence is a sensitive period for adapting to one's social
environment, with structural and functional changes in the social brain potentially

influencing adolescent behaviors.

5 SUPPORTING QUOTES > |\ LITERATURE REVIEW

@

The power of the “like” in adolescence: Effects of peer influence on neural
and behavioral responses to social media

KEY TAKEAWAY - Adolescents are more likely to like photos with many likes on
Instagram, influenced by virtual peer endorsement, and this effect is stronger for
neutral photos than photos of risky behaviors.

7 SUPPORTING GUOTES > /A NON-RANDOMIZED EXP. {3} VERY RIGOROUS JOURNAL

2016 - 469 cit Lauren E. Sherman et al

@

0 Psychologic

Association of Habitual Checking Behaviors on Social Media With
Longitudinal Functional Brain Devel

KEY TAKEAWAY - Habitual social media checking behaviors in early adolescence may be
associated with changes in the brain's sensitivity to social rewards and punishments.
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Several Consensus features can make this discovery stage more powerful:

Paper Search

Q provides a fast, deterministic way to browse relevant
papers without generating an Al synthesis.

Citation Graph

r maps how papers are connected through citations, helping
+ students move backward to foundational research and forward
to the studies that developed, challenged, or applied it.

Deep Search citation traversal

ﬁ explores the citation networks around initial results
to surface connected, high-value studies.

Expanded full-text access

ab allows Consensus to analyze beyond the abstract when
publisher or institutional access is available, producing
more grounded and detailed results.

2025 - Yuan et al. cluster

2026 - Casas et al. cluster

2024 - Orben et al. cluster

2024 - Setiawati et al. cluster

R. Tokunaga, 2010 Mariek M. P. Vanden Abeele, 2020 2018 - Crone et al. cluster

. More details

E. Crone, 2018 w
A. Orben, 2024
S. Cacioppo, 2013
B. Braams, 2017
Sophie H. Janicke-Bowles, 2022
N. §. Nasser, 2020

Youna McGowan, 2025
Qiuping Liu, 2023

Y. Setiawati, 2024

Danchen Yuan, 2025
Hossein Karballaei Mirzahossein... °

Germén Casas, 2026

Jianling Ma, 2026
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https://consensus.app/home/features/full-text/?category-3=academic-faculty

71 Zotero Import k

The growing collection of full-text research is especially relevant for students working beyond
medicine and the natural sciences. Consensus’s publisher partnerships have expanded access to
peer-reviewed material across disciplines, including more research in the humanities and social
sciences.

Generate individual citations, save useful papers to My Library, organize them into Collections, or
move them into an established reference-management workflow. Consensus supports Zotero
imports, including group collections, as well as DOI, RIS, and BibTeX imports. Students can also
export saved papers as RIS or CSV files for tools such as Zotero, EndNote, Mendeley, and
Paperpile. This makes it easier to build, organize, and manage their bibliography as a project

develops.
-~ Y &
[ My Library My Library &, Upload
+ N [ Papers(1,904) [ Threads (45)
@ B Ciinical Trial Pubs Q. Sasirch papers in My Libran
O] B3 Devices
B Keto Title Year Authors Journal De:
D B9 Mood Gut microbiome and depression: what we know and what... 2018 Gal Winter et al. Reviews in the Neurosciences €
B3 Other AD Drugs
Coffee, Caffeine, and Health Outcomes: An Umbrella Revi... 2017 G. Grosso et al. Annual review of nutrition €
B9 37C- lamivudine
B3 17a-Estradiol 100 years of glucagon and 100 mere 2023 N. J. Wewer Albrecht... Diabetologia <
B3 Acpess 3 5 ) :
Comparison of fuel cell electric vehicles, battery electric v... 2025 R. Leiva-lllanes et al. IOP Conference Series: Earth and
£S5 BCG Meds
& ce Calcitonin-gene related peptide and disease activity in clu 2019 A. Snoer et al Cephalalgi

B MY LIBRARY 1,904 X

|A5k 1,904 papers in My Library...

86 Pro v Sources v & = Filter
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https://x.com/ConsensusNLP/status/2009310588388987264
https://x.com/ConsensusNLP/status/2018737801827950902
https://x.com/ConsensusNLP/status/2018737801827950902

My Library & Paper X

[ tems(99) [ Threads (12) Overview psh Attach
ppTE—— M &
[ ]
= Title Type Authors |
Child Prices and | Employ a Meta-Analysis Q Journal Article Y. E. Akgunduz, J. PL.
Viral ecology in chiroptera: human-wildlife interactions and pa... Q Journal Article K. Parthasarathy, A. ..
Robust evidence for bats as reservoir hosts is lacking in most ... Q Journal Article Natalie Weber, M. N. @ 5
; #
Biannual birth pulses allow filoviruses to persist in bat populati... Q Journal Article D. Hayman A
0
Buruli ulcer, tuberculosis and leprosy: Exploring the One Healt.. Q Journal Article Orestis Spiliopoulos..
Evidence of zoonatic leprosy in Para, Brazilian Amazon, and ris... Q Journal Article M. B. da Silva, J. Por.
Susceptibility and resistance in leprosy: Studies in the mouse ... Q Journal Article L. Adams S
v 3
Mycobacterium leprae in Nine-Banded Armadillos (Dasypus n... Q Journal Article D. Romero-Alvarez, . i‘;;g."‘- E. 20
o oy,
ic Leprosy in the n United States Q Journal Article Rahul Sharma, Push.. ul “;,
. N
Diagnosis of Mycobacterium leprae in free-living animalsina ... Q Journal Article B. S. Nogueira, M. O.
fg 1 -
Mycobacterium leprae genomes from naturally infected nonh... Q Journal Article Tanvi P. Honap, L. P. it b, 4 Bt i, - i et b o
04
e, son-Jehal . bood, sk, usre, ni‘u RVTWN':; faeces oot ol o urkrw {sample type rex give) {secoed Bar. ] Vs samping, pregortion of
Molecular and spatial evaluation of small rodents and Didelphi... Q Journal Article Elderson Mariano S.. Y - i mte in ity e
Leprosy in wild chimpanzees Q Journal Article K. Hockings, B. Mub.

If the evidence relevant to a student’s field extends
beyond journal articles, they can use custom
document uploads to add reports, book chapters,
gray literature, or their own research documents to
My Library and analyze them alongside peer-
reviewed papers. This allows them to build a
research collection around the evidence a project
actually requires, not only what appearsin a
conventional academic index.

The outcome is not a finished literature review. It is
something more practical: a relevant, organized,
and defensible foundation for reading, and for
interrogating, comparing, and analyzing a curated
library of papers.
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Narrow a broad search to the evidence that matters

A student’s first question is rarely the final question. Students may begin broadly, inspect the
results, and then realize that they need to focus on a particular population, method, setting,
outcome, or period.

“Ill start broad and get an idea of whether there are any landmark or recent
papers in the area. Then, as | get a gist of what those papers are saying, | might
start focusing the question on what specifically I'm looking for.”

— Luke, doctoral student, Cedarville University

Threads allow students to ask follow-up questions without starting the search over. The
conversation retains its context, so a broad exploration can become progressively more specific.
A student might begin by asking about interventions for anxiety, then narrow the question to
randomized controlled trials involving undergraduate students, and finally focus on studies
conducted within the past five years.

i 1 2018 - 11 citations * Anto
Acoustic Propagation and Range

D Animals : an Open Acce

Estimated Detection
Habitat / Condition Range Key Limitation Monitoring Zoo E

Acoustic Data

Savanna, daytime 1.2-2.5 km Recognition limited beyond ~1.5 km KEY TAKEAWAY - Combir

(playback) [} BAOTIC 2018 ' LANGBAUER 1991 understanding of zoo el
[ 1 SUPPORTING QUOTE >

Savanna, nocturnal >10 km Optimal 1-2 h after sunset GARSTANG 1995

inversion [5) GARsTANG 2026 - 1

What role do low-frequency sounds, body language, and vibrations through the ground play in helping
elephants share information?

+  Corpus v L Deep + = Filter @
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https://help.consensus.app/en/articles/11173143-searching-with-threads

Filters provide another layer of precision. Students can filter by publication date, journal quality,
and study type. Consensus’s expanded advanced filters include 19 study-design options across
experimental, observational, evidence-synthesis, and other categories. They can also filter by
publisher and distinguish between human and animal research, alongside options such as sample
size, population, study duration, country, open-access status, citation count, and journal rank.

Chronic Stress Cognitive Performance R % @ Share References / () What s the relations

What is the relaticnship betwaen chronic stress and cognitive perfarmance, and how do Resuhts 12.4M

somatic interventions madify this link?

Effects of chronic stress on cognit
88 Pro . 5 step intervention
Q and eognitive p and somatic modify this link a4 7 KEY TAKEAMAY - Chronic stress contributes
3 and cognitive  and body-based this relationship &M disorders, but current therapies are insuffic
@ chronic stress and cognitive performance and somatic therapies modify this relationship 4. 4n 91 SUPPORTING GUOTE >

2024 - 98 clations - M

Chronic Stress Impairs Cognition, and Somatic Interventions Partially Mitigate
the Link

Emotion regulation shows an age-
Chronic stress is consistently associated with impaired cognitive performance across attention, executive the relationship between chronic £

i i ction time, h of lation: 3 .
function, working memery, and reaction time, though the strength of this relationship varies by population, SRREAMY = MRl s aretisn o

stress measure, and cognitive domain GIROTIZ 2624 [ NOVOTNY 2624 CuMDUAND 2026 . Somatic interventions— pétiammence st ikler agss; wuggestig el
including mindfulness-based stress reduction, yoga, and al stress pp -
1o modify this link by reducing stress bismarkers and improving subjective cognition, though effects cn
» [0 5 suppoRTING QUDTES 3 @ EcTIon
b measures and markers remain [ omG 2026 ALLEN 2617
2024 5 !

Evidence on the Stress—Cognition Link

Evidence Strength Claim
, Perceived stross but not hair cortis

Chronic stress is associated with impaired attention and exacutive function gognities parformance.

across clinical and population-based samples ALLeN 2617 [ NovomY 2624 KEY T Higher perceived stress is
B Lee 2025 o1 woRe performance in adults, while hair cortisol ¢
95 SUPPORTING QUOTES > B CRGSS-SECTION

2028 24 ciations

©

+ Corpus v & Desp +
4 Influence of stress-specific interve

The goal is not to make a first search perfectly
precise. Students should start broad enough to
understand the field, then narrow deliberately as
the distinctions that matter become clearer.

i Consensus

Filter (1) X

General B v

Years, journals, citations, Preprints, Ask Paper, and more

Methodology LINPN
Design

A Experimental 4 v
@ Observational 9 ~

® FIELD STUDY

® CROSS-SECTIONAL STUDY

® COHORT STUDY

@ LONGITUDINAL / PANEL STUDY
® CASE-CONTROL STUDY

@® CASE STUDY

@ CASE REPORT

@ INTERVIEW STUDY

@ MIXED METHODS STUDY

Il Evidence Synthesis 3 v
Other 3 v
Setting
Human
Animal

Sample size

At least
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m Compare studies and decide what is worth reading

Finding 30 potentially relevant studies does not mean a student has time to read all 30
immediately. Before opening the full text, students need to make quick triage decisions: Which
studies match the question? Which methods are appropriate? Which findings deserve closer
inspection?

“Google Scholar can feel intimidating because it gives you so many articles, but you need
background knowledge to know what to look for and how to filter them. Consensus gives you
more detail upfront, so you can more quickly understand what each paper is about and decide
whether it is relevant.”

— Maggie, PhD student, University of Missouri

The students we interviewed described looking first at the key takeaway for each paper. They also
considered study-design labels, journal quality, citation counts, and other visible signals. For
students who are newer to research, those signals can make an otherwise overwhelming results
page more approachable:

The paper sidebar supports this quick evaluation by bringing the abstract, metadata, available
PDF, and Study Snapshot into one place. Study Snapshot highlights attributes such as the
population, study design, outcomes, results, and sample size, making it easier to determine
whether a paper warrants deeper reading.

DNA Repair and Aging Lifespan [ % ¢ Share < Paper

@ repairing damaged DNA slow biological aging or extend lifespan 1.84 7

i instabili iologi it - . .
@ DNA damage repair and genomic instability in biological aging and lifespan 1.5M Overview Snapshot  Attachment Evidence (7) Metadata
@ DNA repair, senascence, and longevity 4.2 7 —_—

Field Value
Yes, enhancing DNA repair can slow aging and extend lifespan, A Population Mice and Caencrhabditis elegans models of aging and progeria
though direct evidence remains strongest in animal models.
& Methods Controlled experimental study
Can repairing damaged DNA slow biological aging or extend lifespan? -
&8 Outcomes Lifespan extension, DNA damage clearance, metabolic homeostasis
8 2 .D Results Low-dose chloroquine activated ATM, improved DNA repair, and extended lifespan.
® Yes 334
Posly, S7% Extracted 4/7 study attributes
® Mixed
® No o All details ~

DNA damage is widely considered a causal driver of aging, not merely a correlate, based on
converging evidence from progeroid syndromes, animal models, and comparative biology
BUIARRABAL-DUESD 2075 [F) YoUSEFZADEN 2821 v1JG 2021 . Inherited DNA repair defects produce
premature aging in both humans and mice, establishing that deficient repair accelerates aging
Toreem 2025 [P peTR 2e2¢ [ TLan 2019 . The critical question is whether the converse — boosting
repair — actively slows aging or extends lifespan.

Evidence for DNA Repair Modulating Aging and Lifespan
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For direct comparison, Table View organizes paper
attributes side by side. Students can compare
populations, methods, sample sizes, durations,
and results instead of trying to hold the details of
multiple studies in their heads.
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“l like the Table View because it gives me a
quick, visual way to compare papers. It helps
me see the important differences without
having to hold all the details in my head.” ; ;
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— Jacob, graduate student, Rice University i

i Consensus

Elephant Long Distance Communication 2 ~  [] % (2 Share

How do elephants communicate with one another across.
long distances?

88 Pro Ssteps >

@ elephants communicate with one anather across long d... 16.84 7

@, elephant long-distance communication through infraso... 39.2€ 7

@ Read Abstractsand PDFs 28 >

Elephants communicate across long distances using
low-frequency rumbles transmitted through air and
ground

Elephants communicate across long distances primarily through low-
frequency "rumble" vocalizations, with i
the infrasonic range (roughly 10-25 Hz), which propagate mora faithfully
than high-frequency sound seLT1s 2009 BAOTIC 2008 [5) LIMBERGER 2026 .
These rumbles carry information about individual identity, sex, age, body
size, reproductive state, and arousal, enabling recognition and
«coordination between spatially separated individuals [ asoic 2018

sourts 2009 3 sLeurens 2024 . The vocal repertoire includes roughly nine
acoustically distinct call types, with rumbles being the most common and
variable soLTIs 2067 .

near or in

Acoustic Propagation and Range

Estimated Detection

Habitat / Condition Range Key Limitation

‘Savanna, daytime 12-2.6 km Recognition limitec
(playback) beyond ~1.5 km
BAOTIC 2038
+ Corpus v & Deep + = Filter O

References / O What role do low-frequency sounds, bedy ... v

Results 510.8K

Paper

Monitoring Zoo Elephant Rumble

Activity Using Combined Seismi...

2026 - 1 citation - Fal

n Limbarger etal,

B¢ - M Ecologyand Evolution

Multimodal communication and
audience directedness in the...
2024 - 11 citations - Vesta Eleuteri ot al.

B 18 - O Communications Biology - &

Vocal communication in African
elephants (Loxodonta africana).

2009 - 83 citations « J. Soltis

%97 I Zoosiology * N

Field Propagation Experiments of

Male African Savanna Elephant...
2018 - 11 citations - Anton Baotic et o

B 6 - O Animais :an Open Accass Journ.

. Seismic localization of elephant

rumbles as a monitoring approach

2021+ 23 citations * M. Reinwald tal,

Answer

Combining seismic and infrasound data
can enhance our understanding of zoo
elephant behavior, secial interactions,
and welfare.

Semi-captive African savannah
elephants use gestures and
vocalisations during greeting, selecting
modalities based on their audience's
visual attention, suggesting first-order
intentional cammunication.

African elephants use nine distinct call
types, including "rumbles” to
communicate long-distance,
coordinate movements, and advertise
reproductive states.

Formant frequencies in African savanna
elephant rumbles are more effective in
transmitting information about maturity
and size over long distances than the
fundamental frequency.

Seismic rumbles provide higher
aceuracy in localizing African elephants
than acoustic rumbles, offering a non-

Population

Zoo-housed African and
Asian elephants

Semi-captive African

elephants

Wild and captive African
elephants

Male African savanna
elephants

Methods

Observational study
with machine learning
model development

Observational

behavioral study

Comprehensive Review

&

Results.

Seismic and infrasound
sensors detected over
1350 elophant rumbles
with 98% classification
aceuracy using CNNs.

Elephants combine
vocalisations and
gestures based on
audience attention
during greetings.

African elephants use
low-fraquency rumbles
forleng-distance
commuication and
social coordination

Formant ies in

study.

elephant rumbles
transmit size
information better than
fundamental frequency
over 1.5 km.
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05 Check a draft, validate a claim, and find what you missed

Consensus is not only an entry point. Students can also return to it near the end of their research
process.

After reading and drafting, students can use it to test whether a statement is supported, locate a
citation for a background claim, or check whether their search missed an important paper or
adjacent body of work.

“Sometimes you want to check if you've “Using it to check my current lit review to

not missed something or see if what you see if there’s any papers that I've excluded

believe about a question is actually true.” or have missed out on—either directly in

— Malin, PhD candidate, University of the field or directly adjacent to the field.”

Oxford — Jacob, graduate student, Rice
University

This does not mean a tool can definitively identify every unanswered question in a discipline. The
more grounded goal is to check for gaps in a student’s own search and reasoning.

At the sentence level, students can turn a factual claim into a question and inspect the cited
evidence to determine whether their wording is supported or needs to be qualified.

At the collection level, students can run Deep Search across a curated Collection or imported
Zotero library and request a research gaps matrix. The matrix maps which populations,
interventions, outcomes, or topics are well represented, thinly covered, or missing from their
current collection. They can use that analysis to refine a search strategy, making it an audit of an
evidence base, not proof that the wider field has been exhausted.

Research Gaps
The main gap is not whether parasocial and charismatic attachments exist in politics, but when they harden

into polarization and how that pathway can be interrupted.

Longitudinal causal Direct intervention
Topic/Outcome tests Cross-cultural breadth tests Democratic outcomes

PPSR to affective

e 1 1
polarization

- -
Wise reasoning
interventions
- -
Elite discourse as 2
moderator

Charisma to democratic
backsliding

1

Intellectual humility

2 2

online
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Try asking: “Analyze this Collection using PICO. Create a research gaps matrix
showing what my current library covers and what appears to be missing, then

develop a search strategy to fill those gaps.”

At the level of a complete project, students can upload an unpublished
manuscript, dissertation, or grant proposal and use Deep Search to pressure-
test it against the broader literature before submission.

Journal

Future Foods
Revista Bio Ciencias
Journal of the scien...

Proceedings of the ...

Year

2023

2018

2025

2020

2014

DOI

2+ Share
&
CD
Z)

10.1016/j.fufo.2023.1...

10.29267/mxjb.2018...

10.15741/revbio.12.e1...

10.1002/jsfa.10586

10.1073/pnas.14083...

:
Upload

PDF, RIS, or BibTeX
Paste DOls

Import from Zotero

I\ LITERATURE REVIEW

For a manuscript, that might mean finding studies that support, challenge, or qualify the student’s
conclusions and identifying important papers missing from the bibliography. For a proposal,
students can compare their study design, population, and limitations with related research, then
examine which gaps their proposed work genuinely addresses. Uploaded documents remain
private unless a student chooses to share them, and Consensus does not use them to train models.
That makes this workflow suitable for drafts and research in progress.

Example prompts include:

=  “Which studies support, challenge, or qualify the findings in this manuscript?”
= “What important papers should this draft cite, and why?”
S “Compare this proposal’s study design, population, and limitations with the closest previous

studies.”

=  “Which gaps identified in the literature does this proposal actually address?”

This is not an automated verdict on whether a student’s work is “good.” It is a pre-submission
stress test: a way to anticipate questions from supervisors, reviewers, or funding panels while

there is still time to strengthen an argument.
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The final decision remains with the student. If the evidence is mixed, their writing should reflect
that uncertainty. If a claim rests on a single small or observational study, they should not present it
as settled. Consensus can make those patterns easier to see, but responsible interpretation still
depends on their judgment.

Consensus supports the student research process,
it does not replace it

Across these workflows, students follow a consistent pattern:
Begin with a broad question to understand the field.

Find an initial group of relevant papers.

Narrow the search using follow-ups and filters.

Compare studies and choose what to read closely.

N 20 20 R R 2

Return later to validate claims and check for missing evidence.

Students then do the essential work themselves: read full
papers, evaluate methods, synthesize findings, and write.

“l still want to do the synthesis piece on my own.”
— Anna, PhD student, McGill University

“l do all of the writing myself.”
— Luke, doctoral student, Cedarville University

That distinction is what makes Consensus valuable in an
academic workflow. It reduces the friction around
finding and evaluating evidence without removing the
intellectual work that research demands.

Whether students are approaching a new topic, beginning
a literature review, or checking the evidence behind a
nearly finished argument, Consensus can help them move
from uncertainty to a better-informed next step.

i Consensus CONSENSUS . AP



Ready to try it?

Search the research on Consensus.

> Consensus

CONSENSUS . APP


https://consensus.app/?category-3=academic-faculty
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