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NEWSLETTER

‘ ‘ As bare trees align with the boundaries of the city beautiful, fallen leaves
crinkle with the sound of a new day and as we chime into the new year - we
welcome our dear readers to delve into this quarter’s edition of
Dr. SSBUICET’s newsletter and let it be a small haven of warmth, mirth and

never-ending determination. ’ ,




FROM THE

CHAIRPERSON'S DESK

Dear DCETians,

As we transitioned into the final stretch of
the year, we acknowledged the blend of
academic commitments and the festive
spirit that defines the months of October
through December. This period is marked
by both rigorous academic activity and a
celebration of cultural diversity, embodying
the holistic experience burgeoned at UICET.

The end-semester examinations in
December served as a comprehensive
assessment of our students' knowledge and
dedication. The student body’s
commitment to academic excellence is a
reflection of our institution's values and
your potential for future success.

As the year came to a close, we were more
than honoured to host the Global Alumni
Meet on December 21st, 2024, glimpses of
which have been added in this edition. The
Alumni Meet brought together alumni from
around the world, providing a platform for
networking, collaboration, and the exchange
of ideas. UICET’s close-knit alumni network
is a valuable asset to our institution, and
their participation shall continue to enrich
the academic environment surrounding our
current students and faculty.

Looking ahead to the new year cushioned
with the zealous energy of new beginnings,
we are thrilled to announce that UICET’s
annual fest, CYANIDE 2025, with the
enchanting theme “Timeless Tapestry”, is
on the horizon and set to unleash chaos on
February 21st, 22nd and 23rd, 2025.

Prof. Anupama Sharma,
Chairperson,
Dr. SSB UICET, Panjab University

The three-day extravaganza promises to be a
vibrant celebration of art, music, and culture,
showcasing the diverse talents of our students.
We invite everyone to participate and
contribute to making CYANIDE 2025 -
Timeless Tapestry a memorable experience for
the entire college community.

Wishing you all a very happy new year and
endless energy to fuel the kick-off to the new
season!




Prof. Gaurav Verma appointed
as Director, Central
Instrumentation Lab PU

It was with immense pride and joy that we celebrated
the appointment of Prof. Gaurav Verma as the Director
of the Central Instrumentation Laboratory at Panjab
University, Chandigarh. This prestigious achievement
marked a significant milestone in Prof. Verma's
illustrious academic and professional journey.

Prof. Gaurav Verma, widely recognized as one of the
top 2% scientists in the world according to the list
released by Stanford University and Elsevier BV,
consistently demonstrated excellence and innovation
throughout their career. Through their research,
teaching, and leadership, Prof. Verma has become a
respected figure, known for inspiring both colleagues
and students alike. With numerous published papers
in respected journals, several awards for their
achievements, and a history of guiding young
scientists, Prof. Verma has consistently demonstrated
excellence in their work. Their ability to combine
creativity with practical problem-solving has not only
earned them respect in the scientific community but
also made them a trusted mentor for many. The
Central Instrumentation Laboratory at Panjab
University is known worldwide for its advanced
research and innovative projects. As the new Director,
Prof. Verma will lead important initiatives, develop
cutting-edge research programs, and create a
supportive environment where ideas can flourish.

Their role will involve fostering collaboration among researchers from different fields, helping the
laboratory continue to achieve breakthroughs in science and technology.

Prof. Verma’s appointment as Director also reflects their commitment to education and mentoring.
Over the years, they have worked closely with students and young researchers, encouraging them to
think creatively and push boundaries. Their approachable nature and dedication to sharing
knowledge have made them a favorite among students and a role model for aspiring scientists.

This appointment reflects Prof. Verma’s hard work, skill, and ability to lead important projects. Their
efforts have made a lasting impact on the scientific community, and this new role will allow them to
do even more on a global level.

On behalf of Dr. SSBUICET, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to Prof. Gaurav Verma for this
well-deserved achievement. We are confident that their leadership will bring great success to the
Central Instrumentation Laboratory at Panjab University and look forward to witnessing the
remarkable advancements they will help achieve in the years to come.




ELEBRATI

GLOBAL
ALUMNI
MEET

Panjab University (PU), Chandigarh, proudly hosted its highly anticipated 5th Global Alumni Meet
2024. This significant event was not only a celebration of the remarkable achievements of our
distinguished alumni but also a powerful platform for fostering collaboration aimed at a sustainable
and progressive future. With the theme “Promoting Collaboration for Excellence & Sustainability,”
this prestigious gathering effectively reconnected former students, facilitated knowledge sharing,
and laid the groundwork for impactful partnerships across diverse industries.

We were honored to welcome Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji, the Honorable Vice President of India and
Chancellor of Panjab University, as our Chief Guest. His presence underscored the critical
importance of alumni engagement in shaping the academic and professional landscape,
reinforcing the university's unwavering commitment to holistic growth and sustainable
development.

Panjab University proudly recognized its distinguished alumni, who have left an indelible mark in
their fields. Hon’ble Acharya Devvrat, Governor of Gujarat and alumnus of the Centre for Distance
and Online Education (CDOE), is a leader in advocating sustainable agricultural practices and
holistic education. Sh. K.K. Paul, former Governor and Commissioner of Police in Delhi, an alumnus
of the Department of Chemistry, is renowned for his significant contributions to governance, law
enforcement, and public service. Sh. Atul Karwal, former Director General of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), has proven essential in safeguarding lives and communities through his
expertise in disaster management. Padma Bhushan Sh. Shekhar Gupta, Editor-in-Chief of The Print
and an alumnus of the School of Mass Communication, is celebrated for his fearless journalism and
profound influence on the media landscape.




GLOBAL
ALUMNI
MEET

This global alumni meet was a
unique opportunity for attendees to
engage in meaningful discussions,
explore avenues for research
collaborations, and mentor aspiring
students. With keynote addresses,
panel discussions, networking
sessions, and cultural performances,
the event provided a vibrant and
enriching experience for all involved.

Panjab University takes immense
pride in its legacy of producing
exceptional leaders and innovators.
As we continue to uphold our
tradition of academic excellence, this
homecoming stands as a testament
to the enduring bond between PU
and its alumni, fostering a spirit of
unity and progress. With great
enthusiasm, we welcomed esteemed
guests, alumni, and stakeholders
who participated in this remarkable
occasion, celebrating our past and
confidently building a brighter, more
sustainable future.




1974 Batch

On November 6th, 2024, the Department of Chemical Engineering and Technology at Dr. SSBUICET,
Panjab University, Chandigarh, proudly celebrated the Golden Jubilee Reunion of the 1974 batch. Fifty
years after their graduation, alumni gathered at the Bhatnagar Auditorium for a day that was
overwhelmingly filled with nostalgia, camaraderie, and celebration.

The event kicked off with a powerful welcome from Prof. Anupama Sharma, the Chairperson of the
department. She expressed her genuine excitement at the exceptional turnout and underscored the
department's impressive strides in research and academics in recent years. Prof. Sharma highlighted
the pivotal role of the alumni community in enriching the institute's legacy and in motivating the
current generation of students.

A group photo captured the essence of the occasion, while a high tea session allowed alumni to
reconnect, share stories, and relive cherished memories from their time at UICET. The atmosphere
was filled with laughter as anecdotes flowed, bonds were fortified, and friendships were renewed.

The energetic cultural program presented by current students invigorated the celebration. The
performances showcased the remarkable talent and dedication of the next generation of Dr.
SSBUICET engineers, leaving the alumni inspired and nostalgically reminded of their own vibrant
college days.

In an impactful segment, alumni openly shared personal experiences and reflected on the profound
influence of their time at UICET. They articulated the transformative power of their education and
emphasized the enduring value of the relationships formed during their student years. The alumni
also actively explored meaningful ways to give back to the institute and society, demonstrating the
lasting impact of the values they acquired during their journey at Dr. SSBUICET.

Prof. Meenakshi Goyal, Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Technology, delivered a compelling
vote of thanks, conveying heartfelt gratitude to the alumni for their presence, invaluable
contributions, and steadfast support for Dr. SSBUICET.

The event concluded with a nostalgic lunch at the hostel, which provided alumni the opportunity to
revisit familiar spaces, relive cherished memories, and share laughter and stories over a meal that
fostered a strong sense of belonging.

The Golden Jubilee Reunion of the 1974 batch was a significant success, underscoring the enduring
spirit of the department and the profound impact of the Dr. SSBUICET experience on the lives of its
alumni.




Inauguration of Dr. Arun

Verma Alumni Lounge

Dr. SSBUICET marked a significant milestone in its history with the inauguration of the Dr. Arun
Verma Alumni Lounge on December 21, 2024. This grand event was part of the annual alumni meet, a
cherished tradition that brings together former students, faculty, and distinguished guests to
celebrate the legacy and achievements of the university.

The event was organized in collaboration with the DCET Alumni Association and witnessed an
enthusiastic turnout of alumni from various batches. The inauguration ceremony took place in the
gracious presence of Prof. Rumina Sethi, the Hon'ble Dean of University Instructions, Panjab
University, who presided over the event.

The highlight of the evening was the presence of Dr. Arun Verma, Chairperson and CEO, Nova Asset
Management, USA, as the chief guest. Dr. Verma, an accomplished alumnus of Dr. SSBUICET, shared
heartfelt memories of his time at the institution and expressed his gratitude for the role it played in
shaping his career. He emphasized the importance of giving back to the university and how the
alumni lounge would serve as a hub for collaboration, mentorship, and networking among the alumni
community.

Guests of honor for the
event included Sh. Ajay
Chagti, IAS and Secretary of

Medical Education &
Research, Excise and
Taxation UT Administration,
Chandigarh. Professor
Anupama Sharma,
Chairperson, Dr. SSBUICET,
also addressed the

audience and expressed her
deep appreciation for the
contributions of alumni like
Dr. Verma in enhancing the
university’s reputation on a
global scale.

The Dr. Arun Verma Alumni Lounge is a state-of-the-art facility designed to foster a sense of
community among alumni and provide a space for intellectual exchange and professional growth.
Equipped with modern amenities, the lounge is a testament to the strong bond between the
university and its alumni. It provided an opportunity for alumni to reconnect with friends and faculty
while exploring potential collaborations. Esteemed alumni from the golden and silver jubilee batches
were felicitated, honoring their contributions and success stories.

The ceremony concluded with a ribbon-cutting led by Dr. Verma, followed by a tour of the lounge.
The event’s seamless organization, managed by Professor Anupama Sharma, ensured its success and
made it a memorable gathering for all participants.




FRESHERS’ PARTY

The auditorium buzzed with excitement as the college welcomed its newest batch of students with a grand
fresher’s party themed ‘Vintage Elegance.’ Drawing inspiration from the glitz and glamour of 80s and 90s
Bollywood, the event was a vibrant tribute to retro charm. The evening commenced with the ceremonial
lighting of the inauguration lamp, symbolizing the beginning of a memorable journey for the freshers.

The stage then came alive with the much-anticipated ramp walk, where freshers showcased their
confidence and charisma in outfits inspired by the iconic styles of Bollywood’s golden era. This was
followed by a vibrant dance performance from the college dance club, featuring 80s and 90s hits. The
evening's drama was elevated by a skit from the drama club, blending humor and nostalgia, which earned
loud applause from the audience.

The talent round was the perfect platform for the freshers to
exhibit their skills. From soulful renditions of Bollywood
classics to captivating poetry recitals and a few quirky acts, the
participants truly embodied the spirit of the theme. Adding to
the lively atmosphere was a captivating musical performance
by the college music club, which had the crowd swaying to
evergreen melodies from the retro era.

One of the evening's highlights was the questionnaire round
for the participants. It tested their wit, spontaneity, and sense
of humor, making for an engaging and entertaining segment.
The audience eagerly awaited the announcement of titles like
Mr. and Ms. Fresher, Mr. and Ms. Personality, and Mr. and Ms.
Talent. Each winner was felicitated with a sash, trophy, and a
thunderous round of applause, adding a touch of Bollywood-
style grandeur to the moment.

The event concluded on a high note with a D) session, where students danced their hearts out to foot-
tapping retro numbers. And following the lively celebrations, everyone enjoyed a delicious dinner, which
provided an opportunity for new friendships to blossom and for memories to be cherished.

The fresher’'s party was not just an event but a celebration of new beginnings, talent, and togetherness,
wrapped in the timeless allure of Bollywood’s vintage elegance. It set the perfect stage for the freshers to
feel at home in their new environment and created a treasure trove of memories to carry forward in their
college journey.



ALUMNI

GALLERY

Alumni Nikhil Chandra Gupta

The Dr. SSBUICET family proudly celebrates the outstanding achievement of Nikhil Chandra Gupta, a
distinguished alumnus from our 2003 batch. Nikhil has been awarded the prestigious "Outstanding
Entrepreneur Award" by the esteemed PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI),
recognizing his remarkable entrepreneurial journey. Nikhil's success story is a powerful inspiration

for our current students.

His relentless dedication, innovative spirit,
and unwavering commitment to excellence
exemplify the core values we instill in every
graduate.Currently, Nikhil serves as the
Managing Director and CEO of the Payal
Group, a leading manufacturer of plasticizers,
chlorinated paraffins, PVC compounds, and
other chemicals, boasting over 35 years of
experience in both PVC and non-PVC
industries. Prior to this role, he excelled as
Executive Director at Payal Group for 13 years.

This award is a significant milestone in Nikhil's
already impressive career, illustrating that hard
work, combined with the solid foundation
provided by our department, leads to
extraordinary achievements. At Dr. SSBUICET, we
take immense pride in having Nikhil as part of our
esteemed alumni network. His success story
reinforces our unwavering belief in the
transformative power of education and the
limitless potential of our graduates to shape the
future.We wholeheartedly congratulate Nikhil
Chandra Gupta on this well-deserved recognition
and confidently anticipate his continued success
and prosperity in all future endeavors




Alumni Archana Mittal -
India's Most Admired

Women Leader

Archana Mittal, an alumna of the 1983 batch, has been honored as one of India’'s Most Admired
Women Leaders by She Inspire Magazine. This recognition highlights her remarkable contributions
over the years in the social sector, where she has worked tirelessly to address important issues such
as health, education, women'’s rights, and sustainability. With over 30 years of experience, Archana
has become a leading figure in helping marginalized communities in India.

Archana’s work with CSO-Mission Anganwadi played a key role in improving Delhi’s Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) program. Through careful research and working with experts, she
helped create a set of recommendations that improved the quality of services provided to children.
These changes were adopted by the Delhi government, making ICDS one of the best child
development models in India.

Her commitment to improving the
lives of older adults led her to expand
the Healthy Aging program, which
now reaches over a lakh elders across
cities like Delhi, Pune, Mumbai, and
Gwalior. Archana’s ability to build
strong partnerships helped make this
program a success, offering better
health and care to seniors across the
country.

Another major achievement was her
role in the Kilkari program, a voice-
based tool for maternal and child
health. Archana worked closely with
the Ministry of Health and other
organizations to make sure the
program reached as many families as
possible, helping improve health
outcomes for mothers and children in
various states. Archana's innovative
work also includes a research report
on women in marital disputes and a
tech tool to help victims of domestic
violence.

These initiatives have provided support to women in need and helped raise awareness about
important issues. Being named as one of India’s Most Admired Women Leaders by She Inspire
Magazine is a well-deserved recognition for Archana Mittal. Her dedication to social change and her
ability to bring positive change to communities continue to inspire others. This award celebrates her
ongoing impact in making India a better place for all.







Minto Shevtey
Anrmik Pam

The department recently hosted an
impactful talk by Minto Shelley, a
successful Consultant at S&P Global. As
a 2018 graduate in Chemical
Engineering, Mr. Shelley powerfully
conveyed his valuable experiences and
offered essential guidance to current
students.He underscored the critical
importance of persistence, adaptability,
and confidence in achieving a fulfilling
career. Mr. Shelley clearly articulated
that aligning one's career goals with
personal passions and potential is vital
for success. His inspiring journey and
practical advice strongly resonated with
the students, empowering them to
pursue their aspirations with
unwavering dedication and
determination. During the interactive
session, students actively engaged with
Mr. Shelley,

His candid responses and invaluable insights provided significant
support for students seeking direction and inspiration.The
department expresses its heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Shelley for
taking the time to share his expertise with our students. His
words of wisdom will undoubtedly motivate and inspire them to
pursue excellence in their academic and professional endeavors.

Dr. SSBUICET proudly hosted esteemed alumnus Aarthik Patel,
Senior Consultant at PwC and a distinguished graduate of the
B.E. Chemical and MBA programs (class of 2019). Mr. Patel
delivered an impactful session, sharing his professional journey
and offering essential insights to our current students.He
emphasized a crucial message: "Persistence, adaptability, and
confidence are vital for achieving success in a career that aligns
with your passion and potential."Mr. Patel's words serve as a
powerful reminder that success demands hard work and
resilience. It requires an unwavering determination to overcome
challenges, the willingness to adapt to ever-changing
circumstances, and the confidence to pursue your dreams with
conviction.His visit was a significant opportunity for students to
gain invaluable industry insights and connect with a successful
alumnus. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Patel for his
time, wisdom, and inspiring message.




INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH
DR. H. S. RAMASWAMY

The Dr. S.S.B. UICET at Panjab University, Chandigarh,
recently took the lead in hosting an impactful guest
lecture by Dr. H.S. Ramaswamy, an esteemed
professor at McGill University, Canada. Renowned for
his expertise in food engineering and bioprocessing,
Dr. Ramaswamy delivered a powerful presentation on
"Recent Advances in High-Pressure Processing of
Foods."As a pioneer in high-pressure processing, food
safety, and sustainable food systems, Dr. Ramaswamy
confidently shared his extensive knowledge with
students, faculty, and researchers.

His  presentation addressed
critical topics such as the
principles  of  high-pressure
processing, its various
applications in the food industry,
and the challenges and future
directions in this vital field.

He firmly wunderscored the
necessity of sustainability, food
safety, and innovative
technologies in contemporary
food processing. An interactive
session followed the lecture,
creating an excellent opportunity
for attendees to engage in
thought-provoking  discussions
with ~ Dr. Ramaswamy. He
skillfully addressed questions
from the audience, providing
valuable insights and
clarifications. The event proved
to be a significant success,
leaving a lasting impact on all
participants.




The IDP Education Fair, held at the Dr. S.S. Bhatnagar University Institute of Chemical Engineering &
Technology (SSBUICET) at Panjab University in Chandigarh, provided an excellent platform for
students aspiring to study abroad. The event featured representatives from top universities across
Australia, Canada, the USA, the UK, Ireland, and New Zealand, offering valuable insights into global
education opportunities.

Students had the chance to explore various programs, eligibility criteria, scholarships, and post-
study work options, all with expert guidance from IDP counselors who have over 50 years of
experience and partnerships with more than 800 prestigious universities. Attendees received
assistance with the application process for the 2025 and 2026 intakes, along with exclusive benefits
such as application fee waivers and information on financial aid options, including scholarships,
grants, and bursaries.

The fair underscored the many benefits of studying abroad, such as obtaining globally recognized
degrees, enhancing career prospects, experiencing cultural immersion, and expanding networking
opportunities. Key destinations spotlighted included Australia, known for its top QS-ranked student
cities and up to four years of post-study work rights; Canada, which offers a multicultural
environment and three years of work rights; the USA, home to 16 of the top 50 QS-ranked
universities and a hub for Fortune 500 companies; the UK, where post-study work visas last from
two to three years at globally renowned institutions; Ireland, offering two years of work rights and
vibrant cultural experiences; and New Zealand, celebrated for its inclusivity, safety, and top-ranking
universities.

Students praised the event for its personalized counseling, practical IELTS preparation advice, and
detailed information on visa assistance. The fair concluded as a vital stepping stone for students
embarking on their journey toward global academic success, reaffirming SSBUICET’s commitment
to fostering global perspectives and empowering students to realize their study abroad dreams.




Dr. SSBUICET hosted an engaging and insightful session on vocabulary building,
organized by Hitbullseye, one of the leading test preparation platforms for competitive
exams. The session aimed to equip students with effective strategies to strengthen their
vocabulary, an essential skill for excelling in exams like CAT, GMAT, GRE, and other
competitive tests.

The session was led by an experienced trainer from Hitbullseye, who began by
discussing the significance of a robust vocabulary in exams. With the verbal sections of
these exams often being challenging, the trainer emphasized how a strong vocabulary
could make a substantial difference in both accuracy and speed during the test.
Students were made aware of how vocabulary impacts not only exam performance but
also day-to-day communication skills, both academically and professionally.

Rather than diving deep into specific methods or exercises, the focus of the session was
on motivating students to commit to building their vocabulary in a consistent and
practical manner. The session was well-received by students, who appreciated the no-
nonsense approach to vocabulary enhancement. The relaxed yet informative
atmosphere provided a platform for students to ask questions, share their challenges,
and seek advice on improving their vocabulary in ways that suit their individual learning
styles.

The session's combination of theory and practical application provided participants with
a clear roadmap for improving their vocabulary and achieving success in competitive
exams. Many students expressed eagerness to implement the strategies shared during
the session into their daily study routines.

The session offered students valuable insights into the role of vocabulary in competitive
exams and beyond. With the right mindset and consistent effort, students left the
session feeling motivated to incorporate vocabulary-building strategies into their
routines, confident that these skills would contribute to their success in both exams and
life.




For final-year students, placements are one of the most anticipated and defining phases of their
academic journey. Group Discussions (GDs) form a significant part of this process, serving as an
essential evaluation tool for recruiters. These discussions test not just knowledge but also
communication skills, teamwork, and the ability to think critically under pressure.

Dr. SSBUICET plays a crucial role in preparing students for GDs. The placement cell organizes regular
workshops and mock GD sessions, allowing students to practice in a simulated environment. Expert
mentors provide feedback on their performance, helping them refine their communication and
analytical skills. GDs allow students to showcase their ability to express ideas clearly and logically.
Recruiters use them to assess how well candidates could work in a team, solve problems
collaboratively, and present solutions effectively. These skills mirror real-world workplace scenarios,
making GDs a crucial stepping stone in the placement process.

GDs teach students that every opinion
matters, including their own. By
encouraging students to voice their
opinions in a group setting, GDs create a
supportive environment that validates
individual contributions. This process plays
a vital role in addressing imposter
syndrome—a common experience among
students who question their abilities
despite their achievements. Through GDs,
they learn to trust their knowledge and
express it confidently, a skill that extends
beyond placements into other aspects of
life.

GDs teach students how to respect
differing viewpoints and build on others'
ideas, fostering a sense of collaboration.
The ability to summarize discussions and
propose solutions helps students stand
out. These experiences prepare them for
future professional scenarios, where
teamwork and communication would play
vital roles.

Beyond placements, the skills gained
through GDs equip them for lifelong
personal and professional growth. For the
students, each GD is more than a challenge
—it is an opportunity to learn, grow, and
shine.




Higher Education Summit: Insights
from Ms. Nidhi, Alliance Francaise,
French Embassy

The Dr. S.S. Bhatnagar University
Institute of Chemical Engineering &
Technology (SSBUICET) at Panjab
University, Chandigarh, hosted a
remarkable Higher Education Summit
in its department auditorium. The
event featured Ms. Nidhi, a
distinguished representative from the
Alliance Francaise at the French
Embassy, who shared \valuable
insights about opportunities in higher
education and cultural exchange in
France. During her session, Ms. Nidhi
discussed the benefits of pursuing
advanced education in France, a
country known for its cutting-edge
research facilities, globally recognized
institutions, and strong commitment
to innovation.

She highlighted various academic programs, scholarship opportunities, and support systems
available to Indian students aspiring to study in France.

A special emphasis was placed on collaborative opportunities between Indian and French
universities, particularly in STEM fields, arts, and social sciences. Ms. Nidhi outlined the steps for
applying to French institutions, obtaining scholarships, and navigating the visa process, ensuring
that attendees gained practical insights for their educational journeys.

The interactive session saw enthusiastic participation from students and faculty, with questions
ranging from the quality of education to job opportunities after graduation. Ms. Nidhi encouraged
attendees to explore Alliance Francaise's language programs and cultural initiatives as a
foundation for their educational experiences in France.

The event concluded with a vote of thanks, leaving students inspired to pursue international
education pathways. It underscored SSBUICET’s commitment to providing its students with global
exposure and opportunities for excellence in their academic and professional endeavors.
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