THE INDEPENDENT GRAMMAR SCHOOL: DURHAM

English Curriculum Overview

Throughout the year we will be teaching these topics:

Y 1 Read, write and use phonics; sentence writing; capital letters and full stops; stories and fables; oral retelling and vocabulary building; non-fiction texts; simple
car reports; question writing; poetry; rhythm and rhyme; performance; traditional tales; story writing; instruction writing; consolidation.

Year 2 Reading fluency; grammar (nouns, verbs); story structure; myths and legends; expanded sentences; conjunctions; non-fiction (reports, recounts); comprehension
skills; poetry; figurative language (simple); story writing with detail; editing skills; consolidation; writing for different purposes.

YE ar 3 Narrative (legends); paragraphs; dialogue; technical vocabulary; comprehension; poetry (performance and structure); imagery; stories from other cultures;
character development; diary writing; consolidation; extended writing.

Ye ar 4 Classic texts; reading comprehension; inference; non-fiction (reports and explanations); formal language; poetry; figurative language; performance; narrative
writing; setting and atmosphere; persuasive writing; debates; consolidation; editing and redrafting.

Non-chronological reports; impersonal writing; research and retrieval; non-fiction discussion; formal writing; persuasive words; figurative poetry; figurative
Year 5 techniques; analysis; newspaper writing; past perfect tense; quotes and eye-witness accounts; fantasy writing; setting description; character creation; narrative
poetry; performance; comparison.

Science-fiction writing; character analysis; inference skills; persuasive writing; structure of work; planning and developing; classic literature; performance;
Year 6 character analysis; writing diary entries; emotive writing; vocabulary development; nonsense poetry; analysis; rhythm and rhyme; autobiographies; informal
writing; editing work.
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