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THERE IS NO WAY TO BE A PERFECT MOTHER, AND A MILLION WAYS TO BE A GOOD ONE  -JILL CHURCHILL

The latest buzz from the yallambee board

YALLAMBEE BUZZ

We are pleased to announce the appointment of two new 
members to our Board, Simone Redpath and Dr Michael 
Abbott.

Simone joins us with a strong background in nursing, 
bringing valuable clinical insight and a deep understand-
ing of care delivery. Dr Michael Abbott, who operates his 

own medical practice, adds extensive medical expertise 
and a broad perspective on healthcare.

The Board warmly welcomes Simone and Michael and 
looks forward to the knowledge, experience, and leader-
ship they will bring to our organisation.

WELCOMING OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

MICHAEL ABBOTT
MBBS (Hons), FRACGP, B. Pharm (Hons)

SIMONE REDPATH
RN, PostGrad Dip (Critical Care), Master of 
Leadership

Michael is a General Practitioner 
in Traralgon. Michael initially 
trained as a pharmacist and 
worked at Latrobe Regional Hos-
pital, before studying Medicine at 
Monash University. Michael 

Simone is a Registered Nurse 
and has spent 35 years delivering 
and leading high-quality acute 
patient care. With a strong clini-
cal foundation and proven lead-
ership across critical care services, 

trained throughout Gippsland during his training and in 
2022 he and a colleague established Project Health Gen-
eral Practice in Traralgon.

Michael has experience in all aspects of General Practice, 
Aged Care, and skin cancer diagnosis and management.

Michael sits on the Quality Care Advisory Body.

Simone brings extensive expertise to patient safety and 
operational excellence.

As Deputy Chief Operating Officer at Latrobe Regional 
Health, Simone supports high-performing clinical 
teams across the organisation.

Born and raised in Gippsland, Simone has a deep per-
sonal connection to the community and a strong com-
mitment to its health and wellbeing.

Simone sits on the Quality Care Advisory Body.
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Inside the Hive: Last 
Month’s  Recap
EASTER EGG HUNT
April brought a wonderful sense of joy and connection to 
Yallambee, as we hosted a very special Easter egg hunt, 
inviting residents families to join the celebrations.  De-
spite stormy weatehr the night before and into the morn-
ing, the day turned out to be a huge success, filed with 
laughter, excitement and togethrness.

The Waratah back yard and Bills shed was transformed 
into a lively hub of activity, buzzing with residents, chil-
dren, grand childresn and great grandchildren.  In the lead 
p to the event, residents had decorated a collection of eggs  
which were hidden throughout the backyard for the hunt.  
Children of all ages eagerly searched high and low, de-
lighetd in every discovery before exchanging their eggs for 
chocolate Easter eggs.  The joy on their faces was matched 
by the smiles on residents watching on.   Adding to the 
fun, a crowd favourite egg and spoon race, which proved 
to be a big hit with the participants and spectators.  
Around the backyard, families also enjoyed easter craft, 
colouring activities, playing corn hole and a competition 
of guessing the amouont of eggs in the jar, which created 
a relaxed and festive atmosphere for eveyone to enjoy.

throughout the day we were able to capture some preciuos 
moments of residents with their family and friends, that 
will be chersihed for years to come.  

The overwhelming response from residents and their fam-
ilies was one of gratitude and joy, with some already asking 
if the egg hunt will return next year.

“AN EASTER EGG HUNT IS THE 

PERFECT REMINDER THAT JOY 

IS OFTEN HIDDEN IN PLAIN 

SIGHT.”

UNKNOWN
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April 1 is April Fools’ Day, an annual event known for 
practical jokes, hoaxes and light‑hearted fun, usually fol-
lowed by the call of “April Fools!”

At Yallambee, we joined in with some playful activities. 
Residents spent the morning pulling faces and copying 
some very funny animal photos. Funny Faye shared a 
cheeky smile, Jean and Linda gave us some great expres-

Everyone Had a royal time as the Monarchs quizzed the 
gathered nobels about St George and his vaillant deeds 
and his Martyrdom and the legend of his slaying the 
dragon. The gathered nobles were then entreated to slay 
the dragon that was before them. The might brave and 
valliant john went first. Once the dragon was slain A 
might feast of Jam and cream scones was had by all.

sions, and Lorraine showed off her wide‑eyed look, along 
with many others. You’d think they’d had plenty of prac-
tice.

The morning also included quiz questions and some in-
teresting facts about the day, which kept everyone enter-
tained and involved.

APRIL FOOLS

ST GEORGES DAY
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On the morning of Monday, 13 April, the Traralgon RSL 
held a special early ANZAC Day service, bringing Margery 
Cole  together in a quiet moment of reflection and remem-
brance. Hosted by Dale Potter, the service honoured the 
sacrifice and service of Australian and New Zealand men 
and women who have served in times of war, conflict, and 
peacekeeping.

Attendees gathered in the stillness of the morning to pay 
their respects, with the ceremony marked by dignity and 

sincerity. A key moment of the service was the laying of 
the wreath by Bernie Murray, symbolising remem-
brance, gratitude, and respect for those who have given 
so much.

The early service provided an opportunity for members 
of the community to come together ahead of ANZAC 
Day, ensuring that the spirit of remembrance continues 
to be upheld and shared across generations.

ANZAC DAY
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Erin is very hard working ,communicates very well with 
residents, engages with them and always finds something 
to do while on duty.

She's never on her phone  or randomly sits down when 
theres something to do.

She will either be in the kitchen or in resident's room in-
teracting with them or involving them in social commu-
nication which makes them happy.

A team player, politely communicates with staff and resi-
dents. Always available to residents.

ERIN GARLAND
PERSONAL CARE WORKER

MAY STAR OF THE MONTH

STAR OF THE MONTH SPECIAL MENTIONS

Peronsal Care Worker
• Jennifer Attienza
• Bailey Halsall
• Kate Hagley
• Priyanka Kolar

Catering and Environmental Services
• Malmi Adhikari

NEW YALLAMBEE STAFF

Yallambee staff news

Star of The Month!

Special mentions also go out to the following staff 
who were nominated this month. 

• Bonnie McMillan
• Sheridan Cust
• Melissa Osmand

All nominations received for each month are dis-
played on the digital frames in the staff rooms.

A very big welcome to all our new staff!
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VILLAGE CUPPA & CHAT

CORNER GWALIA AND MASON STREET UNIT CONSTRUCTION

AUSNET POWER OUTAGE FOR YALLAMBEE VILLAGE

As the warmer weather comes to an end, our Village 
Cuppa & Chat mornings will also be taking a seasonal 
break. Our final gathering for the season will be held on 
Monday, 4 May at 10am in the Village BBQ area.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back when Vil-
lage Cuppa & Chat resumes on Monday, 7 September, the 
first day of spring.

On Tuesday, 12 May 2026, AusNet (electricity distribu-
tor) will be carrying out works in surrounding areas, re-
sulting in a planned power outage from 8:45am to 
2:00pm.

The outage will only affect the Village, as Margery Cole 
has a generator and services there will continue as normal.

Village residents are invited to join us at Margery Cole for 
lunch, where the café will be offering a soup and bread roll 
special for $5.00, or a regular meal for $10.00.

If you would like to attend lunch, please RSVP by Mon-
day, 11 May.

Construction continues to progress well on the three 
brand‑new villas located on the corner of Mason Street 
and Gwalia Street, with completion still on track for July–
August.

If you’re considering downsizing or looking for a secure 

and comfortable living environment, now is a great time 
to explore this opportunity. With one villa already sold, 
don’t miss your chance to secure one of the remaining 
two‑bedroom villas.

Yallambee
Village news

VILLAGE CUPPA & CHAT

MONDAY,4 MAY
AT 10 - 10:30 AM

IN THE VILLAGE BBQ AREA
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ENTERTAINMENT - ALL AT 1:30OM

We’re excited to be hosting the very first Yallambee Red 
Carpet Awards. This is a chance to recognise and celebrate 
residents, with staff invited to nominate residents across a 
range of award categories. Nominees and winners will be 
acknowledged at a special awards ceremony.

The event will be held on Tuesday 19 May at 1:30 pm in 
the Grevillia Lounge. The dress code is Red Carpet Attire, 

and there will be a photographer on the day to capture 
the celebrations.

Nominations close on Monday 4 May 2026. Once com-
pleted, nomination forms can be placed in the footy tip-
ping boxes located in each house.

We encourage staff to get involved by submitting nomi-
nations and coming along to support residents and enjoy 
the afternoon.

Bill Bishop
Thursday, 2 May in Grevillia Lounge

Memory Lane
Thursday, 14 May in Grevillia Lounge

Glenn Lever
Thursday, 21 May in Grevillia Lounge

Songs of Praise
Thursday, 28 May in Grevillia Lounge

Bill, Dave & Friends
Friday,  15 April May in Grevillia Lounge

Singing with Tess
Friday, 22 May in Acacia Lounge

Anna & Phil
Friday, 29 May at 1:30 Atrium Lounge

Coal Valley Men's Choir
Monday, 18 May at 1:30 Grevillia Lounge

The Buzzline: Upcoming Events 
& Notices
YALLAMBEE RED CARPET AWARDS

Resident & Relative
Wednesday, 27 May
3pm-4pm
Training Room

Food Appreciation
Thursday, 14 May
3pm-4pm
Training Room

Village Advisory
Tuesday, 12 May
3pm-4pm
Training RoomM
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May Churches

Anglican:
Friday, 1 May 10:45 am Grevillia Lounge

Community Church
Wednesday, 13 May 10:45 am
Grevillia Lounge

Communion

 Friday, 13 May 10:30 am Atrium Lounge

Catholic
Tuesday, 19 May 10:45 am
Grevillia Lounge

Bible Study
Every Thursday, 4:00 pm in the Grevillia Lounge

Puppets Alive
Monday, 4 May in the Grevillia Lounge

David Attendorough's 100th Birthday Event
Tuesday, 5 May 1:30 pm in the Grevillia Lounge

Mother's Day High Tea
Friday, 8 May 1:30 am in Grevillia Lounge

Village Mother's Day High Tea
Thursday, 7 May 10:30 am in Atrium Lounge

International Nurses Day Paint & Sip
Tuesday, 12 May 1:30 pm in Grevillia Lounge

Yallambee's 1st Inaugural Red Carpet Awards
Tuesday, 19 May 1:30 pm in Grevillia Lounge

Stockdale Road Primary School Vist
Thursday, 21 May 1:30 in Grevillia Lounge

CULTURAL/SPECIAL DAYS

MONTHLY CHURCH SERVICES

VILLAGE RESIDENTS WELCOME TO MARGERY COLE ACTIVITES

Anglican Service

When: First Friday of each month

Time: 10:45am

Location:

Grevillia Lounge

Community Church

(formerly Uniting Church)

Everyone is warmly welcome to attend

When: Second Wednesday of each month

Time: 10:45am

Location: Grevillia Lounge

Communion Service

Now held twice a month

Scheduled for the Friday before and the Friday after the 
Catholic service

Time: 10:30am

Location: Atrium

Catholic Service

When: Third Tuesday of each month

Time: 10:45am

Location:

Grevillia Lounge



THE YALLAMBEE BUZZ10

In conjunction with Gippsland Climate Change Network 
and AGL, Yallambee has recently received funding to in-
stall an Electric Vehicle charger at the front of Margery 
Cole. Work has commenced and one car space has been al-
located to accommodate the charger.

We hope this will assist any family members who travel to 
Yallambee to visit loved ones who need somewhere close 
by to charge. Please feel free to utilise the Yallambee Cafe 
while your vehicle is charging!

There may be some noise during the installation process, 
we apologise in advance if this occurs.

EV (ELECTRIC VEHICLE ) CHARGER

GP VISITS FOR MARGERY COLE & VILLAGE 
RESIDENTS

At Yallambee, we are pleased to assist with arranging for 
a health practitioner to visit you. Appointments can be 
made by us, yourself, your relatives or other people you 
nominate. There are a number of general practitioners, 
who currently visit Margery Cole. Our visiting GP’s 
have great working relationships with staff and our phar-
macy ensure you get the best care.

Our visiting GP’s attend the facility but also provide 
telehealth appointments as required. Our visiting GP 
have access to our electronic documentation system and 
Electronic Medication System ensuring prompt support 
for your health concerns.

MARGERY COLE WILL SOON 
BE OFFERING GP VISITS TO 
YALLAMBEE VILLAGE 
RESIDENTS. 

MORE INFORMATION TO 
COME SOON
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VILLAGE UNITS 80 AND 72 FOR SALE

Discover comfortable, independent living in our friendly community. This newly renovated one bedroom 
Independent Living Unit features:

• A modern kitchen with sleek stainless steel appliances
• Fresh new flooring and stylish window furnishings throughout
• Spacious bedroom with upgraded built-in robe
• Ensuite bathroom for added convenience
• Neutral, calming tones all ready for your personal touch!
• Enjoy a secure, peaceful environment just a short walk from local shops and public transport. Live at ease with 

everything you need nearby.
• Perfect for downsizing or enjoying retirement your way.

Interested? Contact us today for a private viewing or more details!

 (03) 5132 3500
 info@yallambee.com.au
 yallambee.com.au
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Birthdays Around the Hive: may

MARGERY COLE BIRTHDAYS

VILLAGE BIRTHDAYS

STAFF BIRTHDAYS

• Dinni Timmers 2 May

• Angela Smith 3 May

• Barb Henwood 6 May

• Riekie Kop 7 May

• Rob Marden 10 May

• Trevor Donley 14 May

• Valda Norton 15 May

• Janis Martin 16 May

• Dorothy Castel 21 May

• Fay Rawson 26 May

• Norman McDill 30 May

• Neil Lewis | May 7

• Betty Mclaughlin | May 8

• Roy Foenander | May 8

• Barry Switzer | May 10

• Kenneth (Ken) Dean | May 21

• Mary Membrey | May 22

• Eliza (Beth) Worsnop | May 26

• Brianna Abbey | May 1

• Ann-Maree Ahern | May 1

• Stephen Collado | May 1

• Madelene Leigh | May 2

• Maranda Clifton | May 3

• Jessica Stone | May 3

• Linda Mnisi | May 5

• Brooke Aurish | May 6

• Jose Varghese | May 6

• Shenae Brown | May 7

• Danielle Heywood | May 10

• Kelsey Pavlic | May 10

• Jessica Berg | May 16

• Dahna Cadayday | May 16

• Irene Gregson | May 20
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TALEAH TAYLOR
YALLAMBEE STAFF MEMBER

CATHIE NEEDHAM
YALLAMBEE VILLAGE RESIDENT

ROLE AT YALLAMBEE:

Personal Care Worker

LENGTH OF TIME AT YALLAMBEE:
Nine months

JOBS PREVIOUS TO YALLAMBEE:
Stretton Park Maffra Aged Care

ONE THING YOU DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT ME:

I lived in QLD for my whole childhood

FAVOURITE PASTIMES:

Paintball in the creek with my family on the 
farm

FAVOURITE FOOD:

Killer Python lollies

ADVICE TO NEW STAFF:

Be yourself and listen to feedback from fel-
low coworker

FAVOURITE MOVIE OR TV SHOW:

Mamma Mia and Grease

MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT OWL:

Both

WHAT’S SOMETHING THAT AL-
WAYS MAKES YOU SMILE:

Rylee my best friend

LENGTH OF TIME AT YALLAMBEE:
Eight months

THE BEST THING ABOUT LIVING AT 
YALLAMBEE
The staff are looking after me so well

THE WORST THING ABOUT LIVING AT 
YALLAMBEE:
I couldn't think of anything

ONE THING YOU DON’T KNOW ABOUT 
ME: 

I have a PHD with honours in bulldust

MY FAVOURITE FOOD:

Casseroles

MY FAVOURITE LIFESTYLE & WELLBE-
ING ACTIVITY:

All the activities that suit me

MY FAVOURITE ANIMAL:

Dogs

WHAT JOB OR CAREER DID YOU HAVE 

BEFORE RETIREMENT?

I was a plumber and owned my own business.

MORNING PERSON OR NIGHT OWL?

Morning person

WHAT IS SOMETHING YOU LEARNED 

LATER IN LIFE?

I give god all praise

LENGTH OF TIME AT YALLMABEE VIL-
LAGE:

Four months

THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING AT 
YALLMABEE: 

Love my Villa. it's lovely and I feel safe and se-
cure

THE WORST THING ABOUT BEING AT 
YALLAMBEE:

I miss my old garden

ONE THING YOU DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT ME:

1960s a major volunteer

FAVOURITE FOOD:

Homemade soup

ADVICE TO NEW RESIDENTS:

Take advantage of everything that's shared 
and get to know your neighbours

MORNING OR NIGHT OWL:

Morning person

FAVOURITE MOVIE OR TV SHOW:

Starwars 

WHATS’S ONE THING THAT MAKES 
YOU SMILE:

Playing with the grandchildren

IAN CAIN
MARGERY COLE RESIDENT

Resident & Staff spotlight
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The fun section - Monthly puzzles
CROSSWORD - ROALD DAHL
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WORDSEARCH -ROALD DAHL
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INAUGURAL

This year marks the inaugural Yallambee Red Carpet Awards. 
Staff are invited to nominate residents for each category, with 

nominees and winners recognised at an awards ceremony.

1:30pm
 Grevillia Lounge

Dress Code - Red Carpet Attire
Paparazzi will be in attendance
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YALLAMBEE
CAFÉ 

O P E N  L A T E
FRIDAYS

UNTILL 6PM

Yallambee Traralgon Village for the Aged Inc.   |    1 Matthews Crescent Traralgon



THANK YOU FOR BUZZING THROUGH THIS MONTH’S ISSUE!

YALLAMBEE TRARALGON VILLAGE FOR THE AGED INC.
ABN: 43 287 362 778

1 MATTHEWS CRESCENT, TRARALGON VIC 3844

(03) 5132 3500     |     INFO@YALLAMBEE.COM.AU     |     YALLAMBEE.COM.AU    |     YALLAMBEETRARALGON


